Version 1_Cohort 15 
[image: ]

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE in Consolidation of Social Work Practice
LEVEL 6 - 60 Credits
BMPF6044


LEARNER PORTFOLIO
(PORTH AGORED and UNIVERSITY OF WALES TRINITY SAINT DAVID)


	Learner’s name: Lucy Thomas

Email address: Lucy.Thomas@swansea.gov.uk

Learner’s University Registration Number: 2319221

Cohort: 21onwards


 






Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

The main piece of legislation for social services within Wales is the Social Service and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWWA). Part-7 of the act SSWWA the local authorities (LA) within Wales have 6 Safeguarding Boards across Wales that a represented by various professionals which includes the LA, health professionals, Police, NHS trust, probationary services, and others. The reasoning behind this is to create a space where multi-agent safeguarding for children can be promoted through advice and support (XXX Safeguarding Board, DN). The Children Act 1989 (CA) is used by Wales and England alongside SSWWA, however, practitioners will now predominantly utilise the SSWWA. SSWWA supports practitioners to focus predominantly on voice and control when supporting individuals achieving their wellbeing outcomes, as the framework offers effective guidance for practitioners to adhere to. There is current guidance that supports the legislation, the Wales Safeguarding Procedures that was published in 2019 has provided all professionals who are proceeding with safeguarding a child clear framework and guidance for practice.

The CA under s.47 states that the LA has a legal duty to investigate any referral that raises concerns that could relate to a child at risk. If it has been identified that there are no immediate dangers to the child, s.21 of the SSWWA means that the LA has a duty within 42 days to complete an assessment for a child in need. In addition to this, if further support is required this could lead to a care and support plan, or a closure being created. 

Alternatively, if identified that the child is in immediate danger a few options would be considered in proceeding forward with the case, for example, s.43 under the CA needs to be completed within 7 days as this grants permission to conduct an application for an assessment for a child without the consent of a parent. Following this, additional requests such as a protection order, carried out by the Police for 72 hours, can be applied for through the court in removing a child to ensure a place of safety. Within 15 days of this event, a child protection conference would take place to protect the child by creating a robust plan for identifying risks and sharing information by working with all professionals who are involved with the child. The professionals would conclude this by deciding if the child would need to be placed onto the child protection register if placed the LA has 10 working days to see the child due to them having a statutory duty as this result is recorded as the child being at risk of abuse, neglect or harm of the following: physical, sexual, emotional or psychological, financial or neglect. SSWWA under s.130 defines a child at risk as experiencing risk or at risk of abuse, neglect, or other kinds of harm, or has needs for care and support.

Signs of Safety approach is utilised within the local authority in which I am currently practicing in underpinning its practice (Turnell and Edwards, 1997). This approach uses a solution-focused and strength-based approach in assessing risk and their assessments (Bunn, 2013).
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

Within this task, I will be discussing the research that I have undertaken in seeking the difference between safeguarding adults and children. The guidance within the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWWA) has clear timescales for when a child needs to be seen by professionals, carrying out assessments, and when meetings and reviews should be held. Meanwhile, the guidance with adults from SSWWA does not reflect or offer these specific timescales.
 
SSWWA 2014 currently supports the safeguarding of adults and children where it sets out clear guidance for both in ensuring their safety. However, prior to this implementation of SSWWA 2014, there was no specific legislation in place for safeguarding adults within Wales, there was only the guidance of the Protection of Vulnerable Adults (POVA) scheme. Whereas children safeguarding was led by the Children Act 1989 and 2004. 

The Wales Safeguarding Procedures and the SSWWA 2014 provides and sets out categories that defines abuse for adults and children are:  Physical, sexual, emotional/psychological, financial, and neglect including female genital mutilation, modern slavery, and criminal exploitation. How this differs for adults and children is that children can be at risk of radicalisation which procedures recognise not all elements are considered, which NCPCC (2021) furthers this notion of abuse to bullying, cyberbullying, online abuse, and child trafficking. Whereas adults can be at risk of Violence against women and domestic abuse and violence against men.

An additional difference between adults and children safeguarding is consent. Although a child’s rights have been advocated through the Human Rights Act (1998) is an essential piece of legislation, the local authority has set out guidance that all professionals must gain consent from either the child’s parent or guardian unless it has been highlighted that there are safeguarding concerns. If highlighted, a Social Worker can speak with the child without the parents’ consent as this is overruled. However, consent must be obtained from an adult unless they are under the Mental Capacity Act 2005. If it has been identified that the adult is lacking capacity and it has been suggested that they are at risk of harm, a best interest meeting can be held as an intervention (Carr & Goosey, 2017). Meanwhile, the Human Rights Act 1998 states, that if the adult does have capacity but declines support, this must be upheld. 
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