Primary source: “what concern or worry me are the following : that I have forgotten to cultivate my character, that I have neglected  my studies, that I have not been able to follow the right course when I see it, and that I have not been able to correct my mistakes.” 
From this passage it can be seen why Confucius could become a holy sage. Confucius was born in troubled times. When he was 55 years old, he began to travel across country to country for 14 years. He hoped to find a place, where he could be trusted and he could promote his political ideals. The next step was to proceed to help the world gain peace and become stabilized. With Confucius’ knowledge and ability, he could receive an government official position easily. However, Confucius wanted to do something that could be beneficial to the world. He hoped to change the chaotic world. In order to maintain the right path, and against the tide of the world, this could have placed himself into a difficult situation. Confucius and his students were once faced with no food during a disaster, seven days into their journey. When he was in plight, he still educated his students, showing that people cannot change their principles because of poverty.
Confucius hardly worried about being in adversity. Nothing other than to cultivate his personal character and ethical behaviour- does this not show he was close to the level of a saint?

Secondary source:”…孔子著重禮樂可能也是因為他具有藝術眼光” (Lin Yutang)(Introduction P.9)

[bookmark: _GoBack]In this paragraph, Lin Yutang mentions that Confucius pays attention to ritual and music. It is possible that Confucius had an artistic vision. In fact, Confucius is one of the most influential thinkers in China. He has made a great contribution to art and music. From the perspective of poetry, music education and ceremony education Confucius was an original aesthetician. He aims at aesthetic education as a goal to teach people. He carefully selected the teaching material to avoid vulgar culture leading people into depravity. He hoped all music and drama that people are exposed to in their lives would be of educational significance, to help people to have joy, be positive and happy. This was because the Spring and Autumn Period was an era of excessive warfare, when the rites and music of decorum were in tatters. So Confucius wanted to restore the ritual system. He made the original ritual system object  applicable to all people, than what was previously only for royal aristocrats. He wanted to make it a tool for enlightening the people. The rites included behavioural rituals, norms and ceremony. Another rite was for music and the poetry, music, dance and drama involved within.
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