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Essay Question
“Women do wrong to complain of the inequality of man-made laws; this inequality is not of man's making, or at any rate, it is not the result of mere prejudice, but of reason.” (J.J Rousseau). Consider the gender politics of the period or the claims made for reason in the light of this observation”.

Introduction
In this essay, a journey will be made with a starting point of Jean- Jacques Rousseau’s statement on the women's situation and their rightful place in society.  Rousseau’s book ‘Emile’ (1762) [footnoteRef:1]about children’s education will be referred to since it reflects his position about the two genders. We will explore Rousseau’s ideas in the context of time he lived in and have a look into “The Enlightenment period”, reflect on the attitudes and perceptions about gender that were circling in this era of “Reasoning”. Women’s role during the French Revolution and its influence on the perception of gender and gender roles will also be considered. Mary Wollstonecraft and her writings, especially“ A Vindication of the rights of Woman” (1792) will be studied. Her responses to women's situation and to Rousseau’s ideas and statements about women will be analysed.   [1:  Emile, Jean-Jacques Rousseau(p.69), 2013 Dover Publications, INC.  Mineola, New York, USA ] 


Rousseau 
Jean- Jacques Rousseau (1712 – 1778) was born in Geneva and taught as an orthodox Calvinist. His father was poor and combined his professions as a watchmaker and dancing master to earn a living. His mother died when Rousseau was an infant, and Rousseau was brought up by an aunt. Rousseau left school by the age of twelve and worked as an apprentice in various trades but disliked it strongly and by the age of 16 he fled from Geneva and lived a life of an adventurer in Sardinia and France. Later Baroness de Warens in the province of Savoy became his patron and provided him with the education he never had. Baroness de Warens furthered his education to such degree that Rousseau advanced into a scholar became an author, philosopher and a musician as well as a composer. Baroness de Warens, who could see the latent talent in Rousseau, brought out the potential and then introduced him to the new radical groups in Paris at the time.  Voltaire had already made radical ideas fashionable, so there was a fertile ground for a progressive talent like Rousseau to make his entrance. [footnoteRef:2] [2:  The Confessions of Jean-Jacques Rousseau(p.23-71), by Jean-Jacques Rousseau, 2013] 

Rousseau was a man of revolutionary ideas about most matters concerning social justice but with a traditional and conservative outlook on women. As a philosopher, he wrote about women’s rights arguing that the reasons for women being inferior to men are more based on biology rather than on politics, and therefore there are no real bases for equality. 
Rousseau claimed in his publication of “Emile” (1762) that the education of women should be different to that of men. According to him, “as men are strong and active by nature, a woman should automatically be weak and passive”. He thought that a women’s natural inclinations made them dependent upon men. He also said that a woman should take advantage of her weakness and use it towards manipulating her husband to, for example,  encourage him to take a more considerable interest in caring for their children. 
Rousseau was also a man of many contradictions. In one hand he was driven by ideas concerning “Human Rights” and could see how much suffering was caused by assuming that some men were better just because they were born into an upper-class family or were of right colour. He was also promoting education for all male children because he could see that knowledge and education more than anything else, determined a person’s ability to reason and understand and consequently their ability to succeed in life (not at least his own personal experience).
All that is fine and well and many of the Rousseau’s ideas are relevant even today and are bases for modern thinking in western world concerning many issues, like the democratic issues and human rights of an individual ( like the right to education).
When it comes to women Rousseau had a strange blind spot. His relationship with women was quite complicated. He lived with Marie-Thérèse Levasseur, an uneducated domestic servant; he also had five children with her. All his children were left to the orphanage ( It is difficult to see a planed education or an upbringing inspired by “Emile” or in the “natures child way” as Mowgli in Rudyard Kipling's Jungle Book 1894). It is also true that contradictions are the soil from where countless geniuses have emerged. [footnoteRef:3] [3:  Duke University press Rousseau ( p. 17-29).] 

Rousseau believed that woman only needed practical education, not theoretical. This so-called practical knowledge included the need to learn how to keep their appearances for their husbands’ pleasure. 
A completely different type of women made it economically possible for him to work with his writing and his researchers and philosophical and political reasonings. These women were rich upper-class ladies who admired Rousseau and became kind of “patrons” that gave him protection so he could continue his work.
Rousseau's work was inspired many radical thinkers of the time including French Revolutionists. Rousseau’s educational ideas have made a profound influence. Rousseau’s impact and educational philosophy can, as only one example, be seen today in the  Montessori schools.






Women and the French Revolution.

Let us now consider The French Revolution and its impact on gender roles and politics.
The French Revolution had an indelible influence and changed how women perceived themselves and how others perceived them. During that period women, in Paris notably, left their traditional roles as mothers and wives and engaged actively with revolutionary politics.

Many Working-class women also felt passionate about revolutionary ideals and causes.
These women were also actively part taking of the most horrific and monstrous acts that were committed during the French Revolution. 

Most aristocratic women were afraid that they would be seen as anti-revolution and end up in a guillotine, so they choose to emigrate to other European countries. There were also upper-class women who were loyal and supportive to the Revolution, and they stayed in France, but they needed to be very careful as to avoid any suspicion. 
Although French Revolution (that was inspired by many of Rousseau’s writings) was causative and changing influence on many aspects of society including women’s role. Rousseau’s reasoning about women as weaker sex and therefore inferior to men was never really challenged, not by women or men. It was not until Mary Wollstonecraft came along during the later part of the 17th century when the age of Enlightenment begin to overlap with Romanticism Rousseau’s ideas about women and gender politics of the time got directly challenged with writing and impeccable reasoning.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Lectures and seminars by Paul Wright: Methods & approaches to English Literature] 




Mary Wollstonecraft (1759 – 1797)
Mary Wollstonecraft was an 18th-century British woman who strongly emphasised women’s rights. 
The state of affairs for a woman in the world at that time was far from equal. When Mary was born in England 1759, a woman and her children were the property of her husband. For women to divorce her husband during that time was nearly impossible, and a price she had to pay would be extremely high.  If a woman, in spite of everything, anyway decided to leave an abusive or otherwise horrible husband, she would have to give up her children and become an outlaw in society.
Marital rape was perfectly legal/and probably frequent in those times. It was stated in the law 1782 that a husband should not beat his wife with a stick wider than his thumb.( ref NY Times, may 29, 2005) 
Mary Wollstonecraft married William Godwin in 1797, and Godwin embraced Mary as a full human being on the equal terms she had been striving for, with was an unusual arrangement at that time. [footnoteRef:5] [5:  Duk (p.12-19) University Press Mary Wollstonecraft] 

[bookmark: _Hlk501721484][bookmark: _Hlk501723234]Mary Wollstonecraft reacted strongly to Rousseau's writing “Emile” and published “A Vindication of the Rights of Woman” as a response. Wollstonecraft believed that women were how they were because society made them that way. The “womanly” nature of women could be blamed on their upbringing and limited “motherly” teaching. Mothers taught their daughters to be weak, alluring and subconsciously manipulative, if not directly. She said that women are wrongly and falsely educated to be submissive to men. However,  Wollenstonecraft noted that both men and woman are at fault and they both need to change their attitudes. Mary also argues that submission should not be misunderstood to be something virtuous. Furthermore, she explains that it is also not a virtue for a wife to do what she is being ordered to do. 
These arguments by Wollstonecraft challenged Rousseau, who had the principle view that the husband naturally had the authority over the wife. Wollstonecraft said in response that men are “overgrown children” (”A Vindication of the rights of woman”), Wollstonecraft also said “that a wife whose life is directed by her husband couldn’t be any worse off (”A Vindication of the rights of woman”). 
The early founding work that Wollstonecraft did towards the feminist movement included the understanding of virtue, women’s place in society, the relationship between men and woman. She wrote The Vindication of the rights of men first, but it is the Vindication of the rights of women that is vibrating still until this day and became the inspiration and platform on which feminism is built. 
Mary Wollstonecraft came to be known as the “mother of the modern feminist movement”. Much of her views on politics, education and women’s right is today applied and put into law, in most of Europe, the UK, and the USA. But the goal of full equality between the genders is still not achieved.  Particularly when it comes to equal pay and job equality at executive levels and in boardrooms where even to this day there is a near to complete dominance of men. 
During the French Revolution, the ideas about liberty, freedom, and justice for all man was only going to be applied to the men. Not even Rousseau, who was known to be so very radical and progressive, wanted to give the woman a place in this new, just and free world. She should remain to be a property of her master and husband (Emile). 
There was a debate that took place in the UK between Mary Wollstonecraft and Edmund Burke during which Wollstonecraft is defending rights of women. Wollstonecraft was someone who had taken an active and unmovable position on gender politics and was having arguments against Rousseau and Burke.[footnoteRef:6] She most certainly wanted to bring about a new awareness about gender equality to both, men and woman, on a broader scale. Quite a lot of people were horrified in the UK, shocked by the French Revolution, especially the horrors of the beheadings with the guillotine. Edmund Burke wrote his book ‘The reflections on the Revolution in France ( 1790), and he was opposed to the French Revolution. He wrote this book before the guillotines were used. Therefore his judgement was ahead of his time. The reason Burke was criticising the French Revolution is that he was a conservative, but he also championed liberal values to some extent. He was supportive of the American Revolution and argued that the Americans already had the British system of government in place.They had the English Bill of Rights, and they had inherited the British system of government. What Burke saw in France was that the French believed they could go from absolute monarchy to a constitutional monarchy or even a republic very quickly and Burke was somewhat sceptical. He predicted in some way the “reign of terror” that was yet to come in the French Revolution. He also predicted The French Revolution to end in dictatorship and violence.  [6:  A vindication of the rights of man, Mary Wollstonecraft(p.19-76), 1999 by Oxford University Press,] 

Considering the debate that took place between Mary Wollstonecraft and Edmund Burke in Britten, Wollstonecraft in a way says: “I am going to defend the French Revolution and the idea of liberalism. People should have to cease their rights quickly and not have to wait for the gradual reforms of institutions”. Wollstonecraft has this debate with Burke, and she becomes a champion as the indicator of the French Revolution and the rights of the woman
Mary Wollstonecraft chose to defend the French Revolution with the publication “A Vindication of the rights of man” (1790).

[bookmark: _Hlk500524574][bookmark: _Hlk501399053]Mary Wollstonecraft and Rousseau
Jean- Jacques Rousseau was a man before French Revolution and with an early 18th-century outlook on a woman. As a philosopher, he wrote about man’s rights.
Mary Wollstonecraft admired and agreed with Rousseau in many aspects concerning social justice, her only problem with Rousseau was that Rights of All Men indeed only applies to men, not humans, and does not include women. She makes many, very well reasoned counter-arguments to Rousseau’s ideas in her book “A Vindication of the rights of Woman”. Her main argument is that it is not gender but education that determines whether a person can reach their full potentiality. 
The first wave of the ideas started to be developed about woman's education in society, and Wollenstonecraft among others began to rally with that.Wollstonecraft wrote several books on the subject, and the first was Thoughts on The Education of Daughters.  She wrote about that woman, just like men, should have their ability to reason cultivated and developed and not let passion and emotion ride them wild. Her ideas were promoting breaking free from limitations of what a woman had been allowed to be before. She advocated breaking free from the gender roles that determined what a woman could become or do and breaking free of being controlled by her husband and getting an equal status in society as a whole.[footnoteRef:7]  [7:  Lectures and seminars by Paul Wright: Methods & approaches to English Literature (CSSK5004)   Lectures and seminars October / December 2017] 

[bookmark: _Hlk501720932]Mary Wollstonecraft brings up a serious discussion on the topics of education. She argued that it was because of woman's lack of education that women became subject to the predispositions of men. Women are deprived of two fundamental essentials of virtue: reason and knowledge because of the lack of education and not because of some idiotic ideas of biology that had no real foundation. Mary Wollstonecraft saw clearly how women’s real potential, their capacities and abilities are all stuck and hindered if these issues are not being spoken openly and widely. She also saw the importance of lectures for the general public so that people would be educated about these problems and things could change.
She suggested a solution in which woman was given the same educational opportunities as men. Mary thought that woman shouldn’t be judged by their appearance, but rather by what they accomplish, like men. She saw the denial of formal education as one of the primary causes for exploration of a woman. Also, in a marriage, the husband shouldn’t be superior to his wife, rather they should be like friends and treat other as equals. 
Rousseau believed that a woman’s schooling should be limited to that of the roles of mother and wife, while Wollstonecraft argued a woman should be equal to men and have the same education. 
He further claimed that nature predetermines the gender roles. Girls dislike learning and have no interest in reading or writing, but they are delighted to sew. Rousseau makes the claim that girls are drawn to play with dolls because their body instinctively directs them that way. “It’s a woman's life work to nurture and look after babies” (Emile). 
Rousseau’s also argued that reasons for this are based biology and therefore natural. But where did he find the proof of this? Many of Rousseau’s wisdom’s and quotes resonate into our time and his saying  “freedom is the power to choose our own chains” is today Universal. 
Rousseau wanted freedom and equality for all men, but not for a woman.  Rousseau firmly believed that the woman was inferior to the man and deemed to be the submissive servant towards her master. In looking at Rousseau’s stance about women, it is an outstanding blind spot in comparison to his overall philosophy. Even animals ought to have rights. Why not women. Under any other circumstances, the view Rousseau is representing is in line with the general legislation at the time. But both Woolstoncraft and Rousseau where enlightenment thinkers, writers and philosophers one would expect that to be the case throughout.

[bookmark: _Hlk501643281]Wollstonecraft versus Rousseau (1971 after his death)  
Mary Wollstonecraft respected Rousseau's for his social ideals and ideas that led to the French Revolution. But she was not comfortable with his dismissal of women. 
Mary Wollstonecraft  responded strongly to Rousseau's writing “Emile” and published “A Vindication of the Rights of Woman” as a response. Wollstonecraft believed that women were how they were because society made them that way. The “womanly” nature of women could be blamed on their upbringing and limited “motherly” teaching. Mothers taught their daughters to be weak, alluring and subconsciously manipulative, if not directly. She said that women are wrongly and falsely educated to be submissive to men. 
Mary also argues that submission should not be misunderstood to be something virtuous. Furthermore, she argues that it is also not a virtue for a wife to do what she is being ordered to do. This argument by Wollstonecraft challenges Rousseau, who had the principle view that the husband naturally had the authority over the wife. Wollstonecraft said in response that men are “overgrown children” (”A Vindication of the rights of woman”), Wollstonecraft also said “that a wife whose life is directed by her husband couldn’t be any worse off (”A Vindication of the rights of woman”).[footnoteRef:8] [8:  A vindication of the rights of woman, Mary Wollstonecraft ( p. 7 – 78), 1996 by Dover Publications,] 

Wollstonecraft brings up a serious discussion on the topics of education. She argued that it was because of woman's lack of education that women became subject to the biases of men. Women are deprived of two fundamental essentials of virtue: reason and knowledge because of the lack of education and not because of some loose
Also, women were advised by traditional  authorities to make themselves sweet and appealing to men and to refrain from political talk to be modest. All things that, according to Jean Jac Rousseau, made a perfect woman. 
In Rousseau’s Emile enriched emotions, the irrational, passion and the exotic, indeed romanticism, reacted against enlightenment.  It was a reaction against the nice orderly reasoned world. It promoted the idea that a man should not necessarily accept the status quo of society but start to think for themselves and use there own mind and imagination. It demanded from a person to think for themselves as an individual and to live their life in their way. Very difficult for most people in the 17th century ( and so easy for us in our time). 
Rousseau, of course, lived before the romanticism and would never be part of the movement but will forever be the father and the forerunner of romanticism and was in that way before his time. Rousseau’s idea of the true nature of a human being was something unspoilt; everyone starts up perfect in this world, but as they encounter civilisation they become negatively influenced and move away from their natural self. It is quite sure that Rousseau himself did not feel that he fit in in society at this time.

Mary Wollstonecraft wrote The Vindication of the rights of man in response to Edward Burke’s critique of the French Revolution.
Wollstonecraft wrote The Vindication of the rights of a woman in response to J.J Rousseau’s dismissal of a woman in work.
Mary Wollstonecraft entered into debates with the critical thinkers of her time Rousseau,  William Godwin, Thomas Pain and many others.
Mary respected Rousseau's for his social ideals and ideas that led to the FrenchRevolution. But she was not comfortable with his dismissal of women. 
Because of her topics and the way Wollenstonecraft wrote she can be called a revolutionary writer. Her demands for the rights of a woman were considered to be extremist since the changes they would require from society and overall political and social arrangements were radical. She was one of the crucial thinkers and a philosopher, and she wanted to be instrumental in a lasting change in a very turbulent time.  
Everything that Wollstonecraft published at this time is groundbreaking feminism. Wollstonecraft was, in all her ways, an influential feminist and an enlightenment philosopher. She is going in an unstoppable determined where she wanted to go. She responded to the destiny that was driving her on relentlessly and giving her a higher courage than she was thought to have. Wollstonecraft was in that brave first wave of feminism that is still vibrating to our times. She was more than just a writer; she was the mother of feminism.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  A vindication of the rights of woman, Mary Wollstonecraft(p.18-36), 1996 by Dover Publications] 


Conclusion
Times before, during and after French Revolution were extremely turbulent. Lots of new ideas were being born, and people felt driven to fight for their rights. Equality was one of the major issues but was not immediately seen in relation to gender politics. 
There were many undercurrents streaming in those times. French Revolution brought many of them on the surface, including the burning issues about women's role in society. 
Maybe one could say that the 18th century was a period of seeding those ideas that later came to bear fruit. Perhaps Rousseau, by the fact of failing to acknowledge the issue about women provoked the issue more. The winds of liberation were blowing, and women too felt it.
It is probably difficult for us in our 21-century minds even begin to appreciate the reality that women like Wollstonecraft were living in. In our time we tend to take gender equality as something natural although it has only existed a short time, mainly in West and needs to be a defended in every step of the way or it might become subjects to forces that want to get rid off it,
In today’s world, the viewpoint of Wollstonecraft seems evident to most Western people. Both woman and men are equal in education and marriage in an increasing way in the West, and gradually women are gaining access to education also in other parts of the world. For example, Scandinavia that is known to championing equality, it is now women that have the upper hand at the Universities and schools and in general, getting higher grades than men.
 In domestic work, cleaning the home, men are doing there equal share and if a woman has more extended working hours a man will do more of the household tasks. Maternity pay and leave are also same for both genders. 
Mary Wollstonecraft was fighting for ideas like these before there was a democracy, or equality between the sexes and before feminism existed as a more significant organisation or women's movement.It Is Almost as Wollstonecraft could see a society that was to come. An equal civilisation. 
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