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The Big Pit otherwise known for now as The National Coal Musuem of Wales was one of the coal mines that was being operated in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries during the industrial revolution. The heritage of this previous mining valley has been preserved with interesting attractions such as the Big Pit. This museum was popular from the start in which they provide visitors the unique experience of being able to explore the underground where one-time miners would have been back in the industrial revolution.
The looked after sites of Blaenavon Ironworks and Big pit provides an “overall idea of all the crucial factors of the industrialisation process such as the coal and ore mines, quarries, a railway system, canal, furnaces, workers homes and the social infrastructure of the early industrial community.” This is one of the things that made Blaenavon distinctive.
During the industrial revolution, Blaenavon was able to help change the world. All the surrounding hills were full of coal, limestone and iron ore which was the fuel of the industrial revolution. From this part onwards, Blaenavon heaved and blasted it selves throughout the world. Wales’ iron was able to create innovative engines, tools, and a variety of machines. This then contributed to build all sorts of things such as bridges, ships, railway lines etc.
One of the biggest things that made Blaenavon distinctive during the industrial revolution was because it was the first cultural landscape to be recognised in the whole of the United Kingdom. This small town then became popular where they reached its height of “almost 13,000 people in the late 1910’s early 1920’s”. Blaenavon was able to accommodate hundreds of migrant families who all travelled to the area during the industrial revolution. Blaenavon was able to give people the opportunity to work so this is a reason to why a lot of families and people moved into the area. This secluded area soon became a centre of interest. The town was filled with iron works and coal mines that played a part with helping to support its economy and in which they have earned its cultural value for. 
[bookmark: _Int_zAbmUj8U]Whilst lots of people were travelling to Blaenavon as they were able to offer work, they were able to develop more facilities for the small town and more housing. However, Blaenavon was changed from the nice natural landscape which then was damaged by all the iron making, coal extractions. Blaenavon is a community that has been shaped from all the heat, smoke, and dust from back in the industrial revolution. However, as mentioned above, the majority of the people living in the town were given employment until around the 1980’s. “The town’s shops, churches, chapels schools and workmen’s hall were once a bustling hive of activity.’ This shows how popular the small town became during the industrial revolution. Back in the eighteenth and nineteenth century, Blaenavon held a sense of community and love.
The industries it fuelled made Wales the world’s first industrial nation. This meant at its peak, around one in 10 people in Wales were working with coal. Especially Blaenavon where people were dependant on its as they got their living from iron, steel, copper, and other industries etc. 
The industrial revolutions hunger for metals were fed by Welsh coal mines such as the one in Blaenavon. The copper, iron, steel, and tinplate industries were able to thrive in Wales because of the coal being there in massive quantities. Railway engines were also too able to link the world as they were Welsh made iron rails and wheels.
Blaenavon was an ideal place to put the coal mine due to the fact it had a lot of land. Location of these sort of industries is particularly important and play a key part. The location was an important part because they needed somewhere that was accessible and easy to export coal. 
As mentioned before, Blaenavon was distinctive purely for the fact that it created employment for poor people. However, it was not particularly good pay for the amount they were doing. They would be down in the mines for hours and hours and come out full of filth. Even though these were the conditions, most people felt a sense of family. The conditions would have been awful and long but according to a worker, they have “worked in other industries, but there’s nothing to beat mining. You relied on each other, trusted each other to watch your backs and that bred a comradeship that you just don’t find anywhere else.” This shows that people truly found friends for life whilst also having their jobs change their live in general. Although not every person had the same view. A former worker had said “the sorriest thing that ever happened to me” would have been working down in those mines. So, there will be many different views but overall, it sounded like it was a family whilst working there. 
When this mining industry was created, it did also inflict some problems which would be the noise. This sort of industry creates loud noises which affected the local town. This is the reason that after a certain time, they were not allowed to go down into the mines because of how loud it was and how much it would affect the town at night.
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