Simplicity and Complexity
Given the task of a curated exhibition I wish to investigate the idea of simplicity and complexity within art and photography. Exploring the differences they both hold and discussing the importance they both hold during the production and creation of art and photography and why we should take into account their worth. I plan on prominently focusing on curating an exhibition space on minimalistic photography. This will be contested with chaotic and expressive art to make a mix of both simplicity and complexity. The Artists I have decided to include to represent the modern, minimalistic photographic art are Nico Goodden and Zoltan Bekefy. To represent the renaissance chaotic art, I have chosen Vincent Van Gogh and Michelangelo Buonarroti. During my show I wish to explore the whole idea of minimal photography which has been a recent movement within the art and photography world and compare this with past famous art works that is presented as chaotic and unsettled. 
My theme stems from the idea of simple and in a way calm aesthetic images which represents minimalism. I wanted to contrast this with the opposite approach, complexity and chaos and images that appear to have a lot going on creating an unrestful feel. The relevance this holds to the present day is to show how our perception of art has changed over many years from what it perhaps was and what it is seen as now, this was my aim for the curational exhibition. I have decided to use two photographers to represent simplicity and minimalism, Nico Goodden and Zoltan Bekefy and two artists to represent complexity and chaotic, Vincent Van Gogh and Michelangelo Buonarroti. The reason why I wanted to choose two for each section of my exhibition is to make sure they held equal ground. Although minimal art and renaissance art are both popular in today’s world I wanted to put them face to face as a means to appreciate two completely different art forms from completely different times but allow them to be enjoyed together as they outweigh each other creating a balance where neither are dominating. This brings me onto the first theory that I looked into, ‘Ying and Yang’ and what is seen as a balance. Mark Cartwright states, in an article defining Ying and Yang that, ‘The principle of Yin and Yang is a fundamental concept in Chinese philosophy and culture in general, dating from the third century BCE or even earlier.’ Ying and Yang is to symbolise that opposites attract and therefore compliment each other, this can be applied to my work and idea of Simplicity and Complexity. I feel that providing the view of Ying and Yang to my show will compliment both simplicity and complexity within my exhibition will also stimulate the thought of which the viewers will see the artwork as a balance where neither overpower. Furthermore, the second theory I decided to include is Edmund Burke (1729 – 1797) idea of the sublime. This holds relevance as the images within my exhibition are all seen as ‘beautiful’ and aesthetically pleasing. The images are a representation of what the creators wanted the viewers to see, they are beautiful spectacles. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The art work that I have decided to use within my exhibition are minimal architecture photographs taken by Nico Goodden, this is to show modernism. I chose three images of minimal landscapes as they all portray something real and physical in the world as they are of rooftops and architectural structures. They all appear simple and elegant as they portray nothing other than a blank sky and an aspect of a building that gives no context or background as to where it was taken. However, we can gather they are from modern times as the structures present are evident of todays world. Goodden states that his work is, ‘London architecture photography and architectural details of London buildings captured in a minimal fashion, stripped down to their simplest form. The aqua / turquoise coloured sky has a soothing and relaxing effect on people and complements interiors.’ 
In addition to Goodden I chose Zoltan Bekefy, I decided on using his work as he focuses on minimal landscapes of more natural locations. Much like Goodden he gives minimal information as to where the photographs are taken. I decided upon his work as they were supportive of my idea of simplicity and complexity. Bekefy states that he, ‘is a landscape and fine art photographer who is fascinated by the constant spectacle offered by nature.’ 
In contrast with modern minimal photography I have chosen to include two famous pieces of renaissance art from Vincent Van Gogh, titled ‘Starry Night’ (1889) and ‘Red Vineyard’ (1888). These two pieces displaying a chaotic and unsettling image. In my exhibition I wanted to house some well-known pieces that have more historical values tied to them, taking Van Gogh’s ‘Starry Night’ and ‘Red Vineyard’ as an example of that. Within historical context pieces like this hold a lot more value as they are significantly more popular compared to more modern pieces from Goodden and Bekefy. 
Furthermore, for my final artist I have chosen Michelangelo Buonarroti, another renaissance artist whose work is widely known and celebrated. The art work I have decided to use are ‘The Crucifixion of St. Peter (1546), The Conversion of Saul (1545), The Last Judgement (1541). Much like Van Gogh’s work, Buonarroti’s work is highly celebrated and known amongst the art community. I felt like the use of another renaissance artist would allow for comparison of the two but also a contrast of the two modern photographers I have also included within my exhibition. 
I decided to use the mission gallery in Swansea for my exhibition space, the space is fairly small but works in my favour as I want my exhibition to be immersive to the viewers. I want them to immerse into an unsettled, chaotic and busy image from the renaissance era and then be cleansed by a modern approach to minimal, calm and simplistic image. In addition to this I want the whole exhibition space to be white to allow the images to be viewed in full and to be immersed in to allow a full interaction of the viewer. The presentation of the images within my exhibition will be places at the same height and size and will be placed in a sequence portraying one simplicity and one complexity and so on.  
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