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What impact does a specialist teaching facility have upon education for children and young people with autism?
Chapter 1
Background
Around one in one hundred children and young people are affected by autism and in the UK alone 100,000 children and young people are suffering with autism spectrum disorder. 70% of children with autism are educated within mainstream schools and the remaining 30% are put in special education facilities in which they have a care plan to assist learning and development. (Ambitious About Autism, 2017) 
Gillberg (2009) defines autism as a behavioural syndrome, in which the nerve system and medical conditions combine together. It is stated as a spectrum disorder and is different in every individual. The topic of this piece of writing is based on how the education system works to help children with autism and how the different education settings work. According to the BBC (2015) someone with special educational needs is a child who is finding it difficult to learn and develop the same way as other people their age, this is then supported with special education teachers or assistants after an assessment has been undertaken to understand where the needs must be met in order for the child to gain achievements from education.
Similar to this Barnard et al (2000) states that autism spectrum disorder is a hidden disorder and doesn’t portray itself physically like most other disabilities. It is hard to diagnose someone as autistic and give them a statement as awareness of it is so low, and the issues surrounding it can be difficult to identify especially at a young age, and with the issue of it affecting individuals differently putting a care plan in place can be difficult but putting a care plan in place is at the forefront of educational professional’s responsibility to ensure that children gain educational attainment in order to live a life like everyone else.
Allinder (1994) states that there are two different ways to assess a child’s need if they have special education needs, this includes autism. The way to assess what is best for the child according to this journal article is to recognise what setting best suits the individual, these settings range from either keeping them in mainstream schools or having them in special education schools. A special education school is defined by theschoolrun.com (2018) as a school for children with learning and behavioural difficulties, they support children with all sorts of problems mainly disability, the main reason these schools are in place are to offer the education to children that mainstream schools cannot. They state that 2 per cent of school aged children attend special educational schools in order to gain achievements from education, and have support with their disability. This links to the subject matter due to children with autism being supported within these special education schools in order to get extra care and support as well as learning and development.

Justification	
The reason this question was picked was in order to gain an understanding into the educational attainment of children and young people with autism within a school setting. The topic is interesting as it will give an insight on what works best for children with autism with regards to what they achieve from school, there are plenty of sources of information on the two topics with regards to special teaching facilities as well as mainstream schools, but none that connect the two in order to understand what works best for the children or if different children work better in the different settings. There is a gap in this field as having more of an understanding in how autism works will help professionals in the educational field understand autism spectrum disorder and the best way to care for the children and help them learn in the way that will suit them best.
Aim and Objectives
The aim of this research is to find out whether children with autism gain a better school experience through mainstream school or through special teaching facilities.
In order to reach the aim, objectives are put in place, these break down the aim to answer the question, the objectives are as follows;
· To define what autism is in order to give the reader an understanding of what is is.
· To examine mainstream schools and special education facilities in order to see what they offer with regards to education outcome for children with autism. 
· To evaluate using journal articles whether and how the different settings are appropriate for children with autism and the effects the two settings have on the children.
· To find out which of the settings is most appropriate for the children in order to recommend ways in which the facilities could be improved in order for future children to gain the best from their educations
Chapter 2
Methodology and Justification: Systematic Review
A systematic review is a wide range of healthcare studies that have been summarised and have the best sources of information in them in order to gain knowledge and understanding in a subject matter. The studies are carefully reviewed in order to ensure they give reliable information and are a good source to use. (Consumers.cochrane.org, 2018)
A systematic review will be used to answer the question in order to ensure the best sources are being used to understand the subject and see what research has already been carried out in the field to compare the findings in order to answer the question. It is important to have reliable sources in order to achieve the best findings.
There are positive aspects to using a systematic review these are that they are thorough and therefore the information that’s obtained within the work is relevant. They can be used in order to make a comparison as a systematic review brings together many sources and research conducted in a subject matter in order for someone doing research to get an answer. Systematic reviews are useful to understand a weakness in primary research as they have high validity for use within research materials.
But there are also some limitations to using this method and these are that some smaller studies can be quoted and recognised in bigger studies and they go under looked, meaning they are not always original research. Another drawback is linked to the language they are wrote in, they are more often than not written in English and therefore countries with first languages other than English have no access. (Biondi-Zoccai et al., 2011)
Methodology and Justification: CASP
Critical Appraisal Skills Programme (CASP), is defined by Public Health Resource Unit (2006) as a tool used in many settings mainly health, and is used as a critical appraisal tool in order to understand research material in order to use it within research projects and understand whether the source is reliable or not.
CASP will be used in order to assess literature used within the research to answer the question in order to understand whether the journals used are reliable and relevant to the research needed in order to answer the question and assess the education settings for children with autism. 
An example of how CASP is used is included in the appendix, and it shows the ways in which literature is assessed in order to conclude whether the work is reliable to use within the research.
Ethics
This question will be answered using secondary research only, with this in mind ethics need to be taken into consideration when looking at the research materials within in the literature.
The author of the initial research must ensure that the work they carry out does not bring harm to anyone they use within the study, this will then mean the research conducted was done ethically and therefore suitable to use in order to gain information on the subject matter. 
Any data obtained to use in order to answer the question must be cited and referenced in order to meet ethical rules to ensure that plagiarism is not used within the research. In relation to this, a reliable journal and sources of research should be used in order to obtain true and up to date sources of information to ensure that the question is answered from the best research. (Brinkkemper, 2011)
Chapter 3
Planning
Below is a GANNT chart which puts into perspective the timescale needed in order to gather information, assess the research and conclude from the research the best outcome for children with autism in order to answer the question.
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