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Synopsis 
Why does Wales appear to be losing its historical fabric?
Using comparative studies.
Introduction 
It is notable that Wales has a long history of architectural fabric; particularly fortifications and religious centres, which are at risk of becoming abandoned with time. There is a need to explore and preserve these historical gems in order to learn and understand what can be done to increase the longevity of future architectural projects.
Methodology 
There will be two methods to undertake as part of the dissertation, they are:
1. Field Research; to explore and survey sites around South Wales to gain a feel and understanding of the history, functions and discover the reasons behind the abandonment of the site. Some examples of places to visit include Pennard Castle, Blaenavon Ironworks and Boys Village, Cardiff.
2. Interviews; setup talks with members of Cadw, RCAHMW and other heritage bodies to discuss the sites in order to build on the knowledge and understanding when it comes to history, architecture and importance of each site.
Aims and Objectives 
Aim 1: To establish what is considered ‘lost’ architecture.
	Obj.1: Explore each site through field research.
	Obj.2: Use existing literature to consider various views on the topic and to explore what gives welsh architecture identity.
	Obj.3: From these, form a suitable definition.
Aim 2: To discover the architectural history and cultural importance of each study.
	Obj.4: Conduct interviews to gain knowledge about each site.
	Obj.5: Synthesize the information to inform the dissertation.  
Aim 3: To formulate how and why these sites are ‘lost’.
	Obj.6: Use what is gained from the field research and interviews to explore the question.
	Obj.7: Develop a constructive argument with reliable information and opinions.






Literature Review 145
Nikolaus Pevsner, especially those around the ‘Architecture of Wales’ series have reliable information about parts of welsh architecture and would aid as a starting point for research. It doesn’t contain information about all the studies that are planned but would be useful as a reference point and influence for the dissertation. 
Another ‘Architecture of Wales’ book by John Hilling; as a source, it would be another great point of reference in order to gain a better understanding of what gives welsh architecture identity. 
There is also an interesting source called ‘An inventory of the ancient monuments of Wales’ by the Royal Commission. These series list describes known sites around Wales which are considered ancient, useful as a reference point.
Limitations 
There would be certain limitations to consider for the dissertation. The pandemic which currently restricts access to travel at times of high cases may disrupt the visits to sites around Wales. Some sites will be private property and may not accept visitors. In addition, contact with people from Cadw etc. may not be able to meet for interviews or be delayed. Lastly, access to library resources may be limited at times due to the pandemic. 
Ethical Considerations 
Since there will be site visits involved, there will need to be plans in place to ensure that each site is legal to visit as some sites may be private property. So, prior to visiting, permission is required. Also, when interviewing people, it would be important to ask permission to use the information gained from the interviews.
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Conclusion 
There is an importance to understand what was done in the past in order to build onto the future. Looking into the historic fabric of the world is one of the best ways to conduct such knowledge base.
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