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Professional development is a combination of personal development and career development. Personal development focuses on the development of knowledge and skills with an aim of fulfilling the personal potential of an individual. Career development emphasizes on learning activities that are preferred towards career outcomes. The assignments outline a personal reflection on the role play. It further outlines career development planning demonstrating an understanding of the knowledge and skills contributing towards working effectively, readiness for employment, personal strengths and areas for further development. Finally, it conducts an establishment of employment goals and personal development plan. 
[bookmark: _Toc80029260]Personal reflection on the role play
Undertaking the role play was an easier task to handle when it came to playing the role of both an interviewer and interviewee. I learned that I was good at playing both roles. The success of the role play was attributed to my ability and that of my partner to take responsibility and figure out how the role play would be undertaken within the required time period. First, we both sat down me as the interviewer and my partner as the interviewee and had a one-minute briefing where I provided an outline as the interviewer for the role that was linked to my partner’s personal goals. From the outline I was able to derive five key questions in relation to my partner’s selected role which I proceeded to ask during the interview. The interview was to be handled within five minutes and this made effective time allocation and efficient communication a crucial aspect. One minute was allocated to introduction, three minutes for the interview questions and one minute to the interviewee’s questions.
Later we had to switch roles where I undertook the role of the interviewee and my partner undertook the role of the interviewer. Before the interview, we undertook a one-minute briefing where my partner as the interviewer provided an outline of my role in relation to my personal goals. Thereafter, she derived five key questions from the briefing which she proceeded to ask me during the interview. The interview was scheduled for five minutes where a minute was allocated for introduction, three minutes for the questions and one minute for questions from me as the interviewee. 
Effective communication and time management played a key role in enhancing the success of the role play. Being audible was crucial in enabling me ask the five key questions to my partner when playing the role of the interviewer. This led to effective responses being provided. On the other hand, active listening skills were essential during my role as the interviewee since I was able to actively listen to the questions being raised by my partner as the interviewer and provide the necessary responses. Effective time management led to the efficient allocation of time on the activities that were to be undertaken during the interview. This was vital in enabling my partner and I undertake the interview within a time period of five minutes as scheduled by the lecturer.  
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The role of a TV news narrator is focused on presenting current news and information through web broadcasters or live television. The individual has to communicate news to a listening or viewing public while reporting local, national or international news based on the size and location of the station the individual works for (Learn.org, 2021). TV news narrators undertake a wide range of duties and responsibilities which entail; interviewing guests, performing research, writing, reporting and providing on air news presentations. Therefore, they have to possess significant skills and knowledge that will enable them to effectively undertake their duties and responsibilities. 
The preferred credential for a TV news narrator is a bachelor of arts in mass communication or journalism along with an accredited journalism program by the Accrediting Council on Education in Journalism and Mass Communications. This is aimed at facilitating the individual with knowledge in the field of mass communication and journalism. Additionally, the individual should have a one-year broadcasting experience which can be obtained through internship at the area television and radio stations or the college newspaper. There are a number of skills that are required for an individual to be a news narrator. The skills entail the following: 
Public speaking skills
A TV news narrator requires high level of public speaking skills since the individual has to comfortably speak in front of a large audience. The individual is also required to connect with the audience when passing news so that a large number of people are able to watch or listen to that specific channel when compared to the other channels. This makes public speaking essential as the individual is able to effectively and comfortably convey news to his or her audience (The Balance Careers, 2021). 
Academic writing skills
Journalism and mass communication is focused on attention to detail and research which makes academic writing skills essential for the role of a TV news narrator. This is because the TV news narrator is expected to have a certain sense of credibility which is derived from extensive research. As a result, the individual will be able to receive and develop news reports after extensive research and structure them in a concise manner while clearly reading them and passing information to the intended audience (Kirton, 2012).   
Time management skills
Effective time management helps in the scheduling of tasks thus ensuring they are handled within the given time period. It is an essential skill for a TV news narrator since news come in nearly every minute and a news narrator has to be on a constant time frame thus finishing his or her tasks on top of everything (The Balance Careers, 2021). For instance, when there is breaking news, the producer has to feed the information to the TV news narrator within the spur of a moment. This makes it essential for the TV news narrator to clear her schedule and have the news delivered to the audience immediately and in a clear and concise manner. 
Commercial awareness
Commercial awareness focuses on understanding how businesses and industries work. It is about understanding what is currently happening across the globe and analysing how it might influence the delivery of news to an audience. Through commercial awareness the TV news narrator is able to understand the business and political environment thus giving significant news and information to his or her audience (Learn.org, 2021). 
Personal SWOT analysis
Kirton (2012) defines a personal SWOT analysis as the examination of an individual’s strengths and weaknesses and the opportunities and threats the individual is likely to face. It is vital in the identification of areas where an individual can focus on developing through enabling the individual to focus on problems that need to be addressed and the specific goals that need to be achieved. Below is my personal SWOT analysis towards the job role of a TV news narrator: 
Strengths
According to Loon (2016) strengths are the areas that I have advantage over the other individuals or the unique resources that I need to exploit. I am currently in my final year of my bachelors’ degree in mass communication. I also have a one-year broadcasting experience at the university newspaper. This has enhanced my expertise and knowledge within the mass communication and journalism filed. My skills entail the following:
Commercial awareness
My one-year broadcasting experience at the university newspaper has been vital in enhancing my commercial awareness. I have been able to understand how various industries and businesses across the world work. This has led to my ability to understand the political and business environment being enhanced thus being able to provide significant news and information to various audiences.  
Public speaking skills
Public speaking is something I enjoy doing and this has helped me develop a connection with my audience during my one-year broadcasting experience at the university newspaper. Through public speaking I have been able to effectively convey news to a large audience. This has led to a large number of individuals being driven towards the university newspaper. 
Weaknesses
Weaknesses are the areas where an individual is weaker and others do better (Powers, 2015). My weaknesses are poor academic writing skills and time management skills. My academic writing skills have been hindered through English not being my first language. My referencing skills are also inefficient since I was raised in a different a country and I have learned in a different one. This has contributed to poor academic writing skills. My time management skills are ineffective due to my ability to always handle tasks without having a plan in place and considering deadlines. This has led to some tasks being left out while others being delayed. 
Opportunities
Opportunities are the possibilities I can take advantage of to help me improve my weaknesses and achieve my goals (Kirton, 2012). I have enrolled for a journalism program with the Accrediting Council on Education in Journalism and Mass Communications for classes in advanced editing, reporting and writing and foreign languages. This presents me with the opportunity for enhancing my academic writing skills. The preparation of a to-do list also presents me with the opportunity for effectively managing time thus being able to handle the tasks I have been assigned within the required time period. 
Threats
Threats are things that prevent me from attaining my goals (Loon, 2016). The journalism and mass communication fields are highly competitive and requires individuals with expertise, skills, knowledge and experience. Currently, I have not completed my bachelor’s degree in mass communication and this might limit my ability to obtain a competitive position within the industry. Also, I am managing my time between school work and my studies and this limits my time towards advancing in the filed by undertaking other relevant courses. Financial limitation is also an issue that makes it quite challenging for me to enrol in other relevant courses. 
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Cameron (2016) defines a personal development plan as an essential tool that enables an individual to target his future personal growth with an aim of advancing in the workplace while meeting his own personal goals. It provides clarity on the aspects the individual needs to undertake in his life. My personal development plan is focused on enhancing my academic writing and time management skills. Below is my personal development plan:
	Development objectives
	Priorities
	Original aims based on skills
	Support for achieving objectives
	Target date for achieving
	Actual date for achieving

	My time management skills are ineffective and I have to enhance them.
	I can enhance my time management skills through preparing a to-do list on the activities I need to handle on a daily basis. 
	Currently, I have focused on writing down the tasks I need to handle at the start of the day.
	I intend to attend a two weeks’ time management seminar. 
	The time management seminar is scheduled for a period of two weeks. It is likely to start on 16/8/2021. 
	30/8/2021.

	My academic writing skills are ineffective and I have to enhance them. 
	I can improve my academic writing skills through formal training in referencing and academic writing. 
	Currently, I have focused on practicing writing during my free time thus slowly improving my academic writing skills. 
	I intend to attend a one-year journalism program in writing and reporting, foreign languages and advanced editing.  
	The journalism program will be undertaken for a period of one year, I intend to start on 30/8/2021.
	30/8/2022. 
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[bookmark: _Toc80029264]A TV news narrator focuses on presenting current information and news through, live television, web broadcasters and live radio. The individual has to possess various skills to be able to effectively conduct his or her roles. These skills entail; commercial awareness, time management skills, public speaking skills and academic writing skills. A personal SWOT analysis outlines the strengths and weaknesses of an individual while determining the threats and opportunities the individual is likely to face. It is vital in enabling the individual identify the areas that need development thus focusing on specific goals that can help in the attainment of the development areas. A personal development plan targets the future personal growth of an individual through enabling the individual progress at the workplace and attain other aspects that are related to his personal life.   
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