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Haiti, located in the Caribbean Sea, is recognised as one of the most populous nation in the region. Throughout its history, the country has endured numerous conflicts and occupations by various foreign powers, which have significantly impacted its development. Currently classified as a low-income nation, Haiti grapples with severe challenges, particularly concerning rampant gang violence; reports from the United Nations indicate that these gangs possess greater firepower than the national police force (UN, 2024). Compounding these issues, Haiti is situated at the convergence of the North American and South American tectonic plates, rendering it highly susceptible to seismic activity. Over the past fourteen years, the nation has experienced nine significant earthquakes, further exacerbating its struggles. 
This essay will undertake a critical examination of the obstacles that gangs and earthquakes present to the educational opportunities available to children and young people in Haiti. Additionally, it will investigate the role of international organisations and foreign nations in supporting Haiti's educational framework, assessing their contributions and the extent of their influence. Given Haiti's history of foreign occupation by various countries, this analysis will also consider how such interventions have shaped the educational experiences of Haitian children. The significance of this essay lies in its emphasis on the challenges faced by children in Haiti and the numerous obstacles they must navigate throughout their lives. This focus is crucial, as it provides insight into the hardships experienced by children in low-income countries, fostering a greater awareness and understanding of their struggles. By shedding light on these issues, the essay aims to evoke empathy and encourage action towards improving the conditions for these vulnerable populations.
Haiti's history is marked by a series of colonization’s and foreign dominations, having been governed at various times by the Spanish, French, and British, as well as experiencing a significant occupation by the United States. Throughout this tumultuous past, the nation has endured numerous revolts, uprisings, and revolutions, all of which have contributed to a legacy of violence and social strife. The exploitation of enslaved Africans, who were forcibly brought to work on sugar plantations, exemplifies the severe mistreatment that has characterized much of Haiti's history. Consequently, it is not surprising that the country currently grapples with rampant gang violence, which has escalated into a pervasive state of warfare within its urban areas. The circumstances in Haiti illustrate the entrenched and pervasive connection between colonialism and state formation. Recognized as the most impoverished nation in the Western Hemisphere, this status significantly affects educational access. The absence of economic progress can be linked to the historical context of Haiti's colonial past. (Drugescu-Radulescu, n.d) Haiti's independence, achieved nearly 200 years ago, was accompanied by a significant financial burden, estimated to be around $21 billion in today's currency. For the subsequent century, the nation was engaged in repaying the debt owed to its former colonial rulers, France (Abcnews, 2021). The repayment of substantial debt to France has inevitably led to Haiti's current state of poverty, which has adversely affected its educational system. As a result of these financial constraints, the nation has found it necessary to seek assistance from organizations such as Education Cannot Wait, which has provided over $15.8 million in funding to support educational initiatives in Haiti. This financial aid is crucial for addressing the pressing needs of the country's education sector, which has been severely impacted by its economic challenges. Education cannot wait advocates for high-quality education for children affected by crises, including refugees and those who are internally displaced. The fund, along with its partners, is urging global leaders to promptly secure an additional $600 million to support its three-year strategic initiative (UN, 2024). The future of global leaders' consensus on providing financial support remains uncertain; however, the current situation indicates that Haiti and its citizens continue to grapple with significant debt. This ongoing financial burden shows the prevailing issues of poverty and hinders educational opportunities, suggesting that conditions are likely to deteriorate further if no intervention occurs. Haiti's educational performance ranks among the lowest in the Western hemisphere. Nearly 80 percent of primary school educators lack formal training, more than half of the students do not finish primary education, and merely 1 percent of students advance to university (Nedgine, 2019). 
Another one of the issues children face in Haiti is gang violence and according to save the children as of January 2025 there has been one thousand schools closed due to gang violence (Savethechildren, 2025). “The continued surge in armed gang activity, particularly in the capital, Port-au-Prince and surrounding areas” (UN, 2024).  . The ongoing gang violence in Haiti has resulted in numerous school closures, leaving many children unable to pursue their education. This situation not only deprives them of learning opportunities but also places them in perilous circumstances whenever they attempt to reach their schools. With a significant number of educational institutions closed and many families lacking the financial resources to enrol their children in private schools, these young individuals may find themselves drawn into the violent world of gangs. Given the extensive influence of these gangs, which dominate large portions of the country, it is likely that many of these children have relatives involved in gang activities. Consequently, the pervasive atmosphere of violence severely limits educational prospects for the youth, subjecting them to traumatic experiences that can lead to adverse childhood experiences (ACEs). 
Children in Haiti endure significant hardships, ranging from the pervasive threat of gang violence to the devastating impacts of earthquakes, all while living in extreme poverty. However, amidst these challenges, it is essential to recognize that there are elements of hope and resilience that can positively influence the lives of Haitian children, particularly in the realm of education. Despite the adversities they face, initiatives aimed at improving educational access and quality can foster a sense of optimism and empowerment, enabling these children to envision a brighter future. In 2020, Haiti endorsed a new strategy for the 2030 horizon, designed to enhance both the internal and external effectiveness of the education system. This initiative seeks to align more closely with the socio-economic development requirements of the nation while also fostering sustainable and inclusive growth. (UNSECO, 2023)
The Haiti educational system is ranked 177th out 186 globally in terms of national spending on education (Universityofthepeople, 2024). Haiti's sluggish pace in national investment in education has resulted in a dire situation for its children, whether they are enrolled in school or not. This extreme deficiency in educational opportunities severely limits their prospects for acquiring knowledge and pursuing higher education, which are essential for fostering a more educated society and contributing to the nation's development. Regrettably, at this juncture, there appears to be little progress for the youth of Haiti, leaving them with diminished hope for a brighter future.
In a 2015 story published by the World Bank Group, it was reported that approximately 200,000 children were still not enrolled in school, with this number on the rise. The article further highlighted that a significant majority, specifically 90%, of educational institutions were operated by private entities, including non-governmental organisations and religious organizations. Additionally, it was noted that most of these schools required students to pay tuition fees. (wordlbankgroup, 2015) The story conveyed to the reader that a third-grade educator highlighted the persistently low wages in several public schools, which ultimately hinders their ability to attract and retain the most qualified teachers. Haiti, classified as a low-income nation, faces significant educational challenges, with approximately 200,000 children currently not enrolled in school. This situation is largely attributable to the inability of many families to pay the associated tuition fees. In addition to financial constraints related to school fees, families encounter further obstacles, including the expenses associated with transportation to educational institutions and the purchase of necessary school uniforms. These factors collectively hinder access to education for a substantial number of children in the country. Haiti, characterized by its significant poverty levels, faces a challenging educational landscape, as approximately 90% of its schools are operated by private entities or non-governmental organizations. This situation raises critical concerns regarding the accessibility of education for children hailing from impoverished families, who constitute a substantial portion of the population living in poverty. The financial burden of tuition fees for these private institutions poses a formidable barrier, leaving many of these children without viable opportunities for quality education.  “Along with the cost of transport, books, and the mandatory uniform, it is very hard for Haitians to send their children to school” (Worldbookbank, 2015). The issue of tuition fees has been reiterated in this essay, as it is considered a critical determinant in the decision of whether children attend school. It is not solely the presence of gangs in Haiti that hinders children's access to education; rather, it appears that businesses are profiting from parents who are already facing significant financial hardships.
Yet, in the face of these dire circumstances, these children possess an inspiring resilience. They arrive at our doors smart, happy, polite, and overflowing with gratitude – qualities that bear witness to the immense potential within them (schoolsforhaiti, n.d) If schools for Haiti website is to believed that the children when they are able to attend school happy to be at school despite them being surrounded by horrendous gang violence, poverty and being effected by consent earthquakes and hurricanes these children still have an eagerness to obtain an education. 
In Haiti, around 90% of children of primary school age are presently attending educational institutions. While this statistic falls short of achieving universal enrolment, it marks a considerable improvement compared to twenty years ago. Nevertheless, enrolment is only the first step in the cultivation of human capital; many children are expected to repeat grades, and nearly half may leave the education system before completing primary school, leading to a school system that does not adequately provide them with essential language and mathematics skills. (Adelman, 2016) The fact that 90% of children of primary school age are enrolled in educational institutions indicates a significant commitment from the majority of parents in Haiti towards their children's education, despite the challenges posed by universal enrolment. This statistic underscores the desire of Haitian families for their children to receive an education; however, various obstacles related to the children's environments and the quality of educational facilities hinder this aspiration. The enthusiasm and positivity exhibited by the children regarding their schooling, as previously mentioned, highlight their eagerness to learn. Nevertheless, the geographical challenges, historical context of colonization, and ongoing violence, including contemporary gang conflicts, create substantial barriers that complicate access to education and limit opportunities for further academic advancement.
The earthquake in 2010 was one event in a prolonged sequence of calamities that consistently harm or obliterate educational facilities, occurring at a rate that surpasses the nation's capacity for reconstruction. A series of cyclones in 2008, along with Hurricane Matthew in 2016, have collectively impacted nearly 13,000 schools across the country, representing approximately 70% of the 18,000 schools documented in Haiti. (Minoja, 2022). Haiti is often perceived as a nation beset by misfortune, having endured a series of devastating events throughout its history. The challenges faced by the Haitian population in their efforts to recover from these calamities are compounded by the frequent occurrence of disasters, which hinder timely reconstruction efforts. As a result, numerous schools are forced to shut down, exacerbated by the influence of gang violence and the severe lack of financial resources. Furthermore, the educational system is plagued by inadequately trained educators who receive low income salary, creating significant obstacles for the children of Haiti in their pursuit of a quality education.

The children of Haiti are in urgent need of assistance, as they are significantly lacking essential elements at each level of Maslow's hierarchy of needs. According to this framework, the absence of these fundamental requirements hinders their ability to progress through the various stages of development. Consequently, without access to basic necessities such as safety, belonging, and self-esteem, these children are unlikely to realise their full potential in life. According to Marlow's hierarchy of needs, it can be argued that children are deprived of essential developmental stages, which may hinder their ability to lead fulfilling and meaningful lives. This deprivation not only affects their current well-being but also poses a significant risk that the subsequent generations of children in Haiti will experience a similar cycle of unfulfilled potential, thereby perpetuating a cycle of disadvantage and limiting their opportunities for growth and success. The barriers hindering the educational advancement of children in Haiti appear to be insurmountable, with few encouraging aspects to their situation. Nevertheless, as highlighted in this essay, these children continue to exhibit remarkable resilience in the face of gang violence, frequent earthquakes, and the pervasive poverty that characterises their daily lives. 
The ongoing violence has severely hindered the delivery of food assistance to children in the capital, resulting in widespread malnutrition among this vulnerable population. This alarming situation has been highlighted by Ms. Russel, the Executive Director of UNICEF, who emphasizes the critical impact that conflict has on the well-being of children in the region. (Russel, 2024).  One of the limited opportunities for Haiti's development lies within its education system; however, for this system to flourish, it requires substantial financial support from wealthier nations. The critical question remains whether these nations will be inclined to provide the necessary funding to aid Haiti. Furthermore, even if adequate financial resources are allocated, the threat of natural disasters, such as another earthquake, looms large, potentially reverting the country to its previous state of hardship and could led them to a point where they must once again reconstruct their circumstances, ultimately finding themselves in a position of dependency, relying on assistance from other nations. Theorist George Ritzer puts forward that globalization extends beyond mere economic dimensions; it also significantly affects and shapes social, cultural, and technological frameworks (Sociologygroup, 2022).Ritzer's perspective suggests that Haiti is failing to develop its own social and cultural identity. The absence of a clear understanding of one's culture can significantly hinder a nation's growth and progress. This is precisely the objective of the International Bureau of Education, which aims to enhance Haiti's educational framework by fostering a deeper appreciation and recognition of its cultural heritage. The transformation of the curriculum in Haiti seeks to enhance the social cohesion and foster reconciliation, intercultural awareness, and active participation in civic life, which are vital for healing a fractured and traumatized community (UNESCO, 2024).

The ability of the Haitian parents to send their children to school remains uncertain, particularly considering the pervasive threats posed by gangs and the risk of earthquakes. Given the nation's awful history and its vulnerable geographical location, the challenges are compounded by the necessity for foreign financial assistance to support educational initiatives. Despite the resilience and aspirations of Haitian children who are eager to pursue their education, these formidable obstacles are likely to hinder their opportunities and those of future generations in accessing quality schooling.
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