CORPUS OF ESSAYS

(A) SHORT essays/IELTS-Style/(200 - 350 words)

(1) SPACE RESEARCH

Mankind has always pushed the limits of his knowledge in the search for new discoveries which may lead to innovatory products. However, all this research and innovation costs a great deal of money. Moreover, one of the most expensive projects has been the one involving space. In considering the above title, this essay will focus on the advantages and disadvantages of space research. 

Space research is regarded by most developed countries as an expensive but necessary long-term project. With food supplies, water and fossil fuels running out we need to seriously look at the possibility of life on other planets. Furthermore, the global population has expanded at an alarming rate since the industrial revolution of the 19th century. Thus, we are in fact running out of room.   	

Nevertheless, many people believe believes that powerful nations and their governments need to focus their attention on more important problems here on our planet. For example the twin spectres of hunger and poverty. Many parts of the globe, such as Africa and South America desperately need financial finance assistance in order to cope with these problems. So far, the outcomes of space research have yielded very little when compared with the billions of dollars spent. However, for the same financial outlay, many poorer more poor nations could have had many of their problems eradicated.

In conclusion, I feel that space research is necessary for the future of the human race. We are rapidly running out of resources resource and space to live on earth. However, we must not lose losing sight of the fact that less developed countries need help urgently. Therefore, the amount of money involved in space research should be reduced. 

(2) HALLOWEEN
On 31st October, in many countries, large communities of people celebrate the festival of Halloween. Children dress up in horror-themed costumes and go from door to door, at night, with their parents, collecting candy from neighbours via “Trick or Treat”. Adults buy pumpkins, carve them into faces, and place a candle inside. They also, decorate their homes with images of bats, spiders’ webs etc... This essay compares the original meaning of this festival with its commercial side.
Halloween can be traced to a pre-Christian festival called Samhain. The pagans believed that at the end of the harvest year, at around midnight on the 31st October, the dead would join the living just for that one night. This later may have been merged into the Christian festival of Hallows eve when the Christian Saints, martyrs and souls of the dead were celebrated with masses and candles. However, it is this overall association with the spirits of the dead that eventually led to the celebration of Halloween as a ghoulish event.
By the secondly half of the twentieth century, in America and Canada, people had started to celebrate this time of the year in a major way by dressing up as monsters. Shops and department stores had started to sell costumes, and other accessories, based on horror movie characters such as vampires and zombies. Also, children started to go from door to door, with their friends, demanding candy or they would play a trick on their neighbours. Thus, a market was born and this new business eventually spread to the UK as well as other parts of the globe.
In conclusion, Halloween has become a commercial event. What started off as a British pagan festival, more than 2000 years ago, eventually found its way to the USA. There, in the 20th century, it was gradually re-invented as a commercial entity and later exported back to our shores. In my opinion, there are two central issues here. Firstly, it is always a shame when the original meaning of an event is lost in the haze of commercialism. Secondly, we should stop following everything that the Americans do and respect our own customs.
(3) CHRISTMAS
Christmas has been celebrated in most Christian countries for hundreds of years. It is a time of great joy for most people and is especially loved by young children. This essay looks at the experience most people have in the UK and compares this with the true meaning of Christmas. 
Swansea is a typical city in the UK. During the weeks leading up to Christmas the department stores, small shops and streets are filled with busy shoppers. They are all searching for the perfect present for a loved one. Young children hold their parents hands and gaze excitedly at the toys on display in the large stores. Many still believe in Father Christmas and cannot wait for Christmas Eve when he will deliver their presents.
However, it can be said that this is a very materialistic view of the festive season. It is easy to forget that the true meaning of Christmas is to do with the birth of the baby Jesus on December 25th.  Thus, it is meant to be a time of peace and goodwill to all men.
In conclusion, while it is important to relax with our families and enjoy opening our presents, we should never forget the true meaning of Christmas. It is so easy to get caught up in the materialistic celebrations and forget the original reason for this festive season.

(4)  EASTER
Easter, is a festival and holiday celebrating the resurrection of Jesus from the dead, described in the New Testament as having occurred on the third day of his burial after his crucifixion by the Romans at Calvary c.30 AD. It is the culmination of the Passion of Jesus, preceded by Lent, a forty-day period of fasting, prayer, and penance. This essay compares the religious and commercial aspects of this holiday festival period.

Catholics all over the world commemorate Easter by going to mass to celebrate the resurrection. In fact, this festival marks the highlight of the Catholic Liturgical calendar. It is more important than Christmas which celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ. However, young children think of Easter as that particular time of the year when they receive gifts of chocolate Easter eggs from their parents and other relatives. Like Christmas, and its association with the giving and receiving of presents, shop owners benefit from the commercialisation of this festival. 
The egg is an ancient symbol of new life and rebirth. In Christianity it became associated with Jesus' crucifixion and resurrection. The custom of the Easter egg originated in the early Christian community of Mesopotamia, who stained eggs red in memory of the blood of Christ, shed at his crucifixion. As such, for Christians, the Easter egg is a symbol of the empty tomb. The oldest tradition is to use dyed chicken eggs, but a modern custom is to substitute decorated chocolate, or plastic eggs filled with candy such as jellybeans.
The Easter Bunny is a popular legendary anthropomorphic Easter gift-giving character analogous to Santa Claus in American culture. Many Americans follow the tradition of colouring hard-boiled eggs and giving baskets of candy. On Easter Monday, the President of the United States holds an annual Easter egg roll on the White House lawn for young children. In contrast, the celebrated House of Fabergé workshops created exquisite jewelled eggs for the Russian Imperial Court. 
In conclusion, Easter was a religious festival for Catholics and celebrated the resurrection of Christ. It had no commercial meaning. However, over time, like Christmas, this developed. For example, the Easter egg, the symbol of the empty tomb of Jesus Christ, evolved into the chocolate Easter egg that children love. 

(5) OBESITY
Nowadays the number of overweight people is constantly increasing. This essay will discuss the main reasons of this epidemic and then describe the possible solutions to the problem.
In my opinion, the foremost causes of obesity are inactive lifestyle and unhealthy eating habits. Today more and more people rely on cars instead of walking, have less physical demands at work and prefer inactive leisure activities. This results in burning less calories and gaining weight. Moreover, the problem is accentuated by the growing number of people, who eat irregularly and consume large portions of high-calorie food. For example, about 50% of the adult population in Europe, with so-called eating disorders, suffer from obesity. 
Thus, people need to make dramatic changes in their lifestyle in order to reduce potential obesity or overcome an existing problem. One way is to take regular exercise such as swimming, walking or jogging. However, this only solves part of the problem. That is, the sedentary lifestyle. The other, and perhaps more significant strategy, is to improve one’s diet. For instance, food and drink that is high in carbohydrates and sugar should be avoided or at least reduced in terms of intake. Thus, hamburgers, hot dogs, doughnuts, pizzas, Coca-Cola, Pepsi-Cola etc.… should be avoided for at least three months.  
To sum up, obesity is a big problem that affects a lot of people nowadays. It’s mainly caused by inactive lifestyle and unhealthy eating habits but can be overcome via dramatic life-style changes in terms of exercise and diet. 
(6) SOCIAL MEDIA
Social media has taken over the minds and hearts of a generation of young people. The term social media refers to website such as Facebook and Wechat where people can communicate with each other and share information via text, video, audio and so on. Indeed, these days it is impossible to walk down a public street without seeing young people clutching their mobile phones and staring zombie-like at the tiny screens. Most of the time these people are looking at social media. This essay will focus on the advantages and disadvantages of social media and point to a possible future.
In general, social media has many advantages. For example, it is an excellent way to connect with people not just locally, but nationally and internationally. Distance is no longer a barrier to communication. Although we have had telecommunications technology for over 100 years, in the shape of the telephone, social media allows us to share much more than a conversation. It is possible to share photographs and videos of ourselves with friends and family.
However, the main strength of this 21st century phenomenon, can also be a source of weakness. Vulnerable groups such as young children and teenagers now have access to controversial information and images that they would have been protected from in the pre-internet age. Images that have sexually explicit or violent content can be accidentally (or deliberately) viewed by young people. Despite, the fact that companies such as Facebook have tried to introduce safeguards into their system, clever teenagers will often find a way to bypass these measures.     

In conclusion, it is clear to see that social media has many advantages. However, it is vitally important that the government, parents, and social media providers all work together to protect vulnerable people from the darker side of this medium.
(7) UNIVERSITY vs. THE WORKPLACE
There appears to be a general assumption that if an eighteen-year-old chooses the option of continued education, as opposed to leaving school to seek work, that she will automatically reap financial and professional rewards in the future. For this reason, many students are encouraged by their parents to follow degree courses at university or to gain some other professional qualification before joining the workforce.
Yet many may argue that gaining practical experience is more valuable to career development than further academic qualifications. A junior position in a large company with an opportunity to benefit from in-house training may lead just as swiftly to professional status. In addition, it is important to recognize the fact that many young people will be more suited to manual or semi-skilled work. For them, further education may prove stressful and wholly redundant. Therefore the argument for continuing education is not always justified. 
In support of the argument, the point of going to university is not only to gain a paper qualification. Undergraduates also learn practical skills and will meet and share stimulating ideas with other students and with tutors. Both factors will help prepare them for the workplace. In addition, statistics prove that having a university degree leads to a better chance of employment. Currently in Britain, fifty percent of students who left school at sixteen may be unemployed, whilst only one in ten graduates is without work. This suggests that time at university is well-spent.
In summary, it is clear that both options have their own advantages. Leaving school early may lead to finding an equally challenging and well-remunerated job in the longer term but a university degree almost guarantees one. Therefore, in my opinion, if a student has the academic ability to follow a degree course, she should not hesitate to commit to it.
(8) INTENSIVE FARMING 
Where there is a demand from consumers on farmers to provide agricultural produce as cheaply as possible, it is inevitable that many crops are grown and many farm animals reared intensively. Pesticides are used widely to prevent loss of produce through insect attack and cattle may be fed growth hormones to accelerate and maximize their weight gain. 
The economic pressure for increased productivity is understandable. Consumers are no longer satisfied with only buying local produce in season, or with paying expensive weekly food bills, so supermarkets vie with each other to offer a wide range of produce at competitive prices in pursuit of customer loyalty and ultimate profit for their shareholders. Economies of scale are inherent to a market economy. 
Yet it is debatable, in the long term, that this approach to agriculture is justifiable. Overgrazing by cattle may cause soil to degenerate or erode, for instance, and widespread use of pesticides is known to be harmful to wildlife. These chemicals are also absorbed into foodstuffs and, in turn, by consumers. In addition, unnatural fodder has transmitted disease to both cattle and consumer. Therefore, I feel it should also be said that intensive farming endangers the environment and the health of animals and consumers. 
(9) FIREWORKS (Argument essay)
Fireworks have been around for centuries. However, their origins date back to around 2000 years ago, in ancient China. The earliest fireworks involved filling bamboo shoots with gunpowder. These would be exploded at Chinese New Year, in the hope that the noise would scare away evil spirits. This technology was later brought into Europe by Marco Polo. 
These days, people all over the world often use fireworks to mark a special occasion. For instance, every Olympic opening and closing ceremony has a firework display at its core. In the UK, we celebrate the demise of Guido Fawkes, and his gunpowder-plot, gang on 5th November every year. Families either attend locally organised firework displays or have their own home-made display in back gardens right across Britain. In fact, throughout the year, fireworks are now used to celebrate important occasions such as a 21st birthday, a wedding anniversary, Halloween, or Christmas. 
People derive great pleasure from the sounds, sights and smells of all kinds of fireworks. The way they are displayed in shops and stores is also a source of excitement for young children; even the names of fireworks have a magical quality to them. Some might be called Jade Garden and others Lunar rocket.
Interestingly, children do not always want the perfection of an organised display and love the amateur, family atmosphere of a back garden display. Each individual firework is set up and lit in an elaborate series of manoeuvres and the resulting rocket or Roman candle display is seen close up in all its glory. Also, it is often funny to see Dad struggling to light the fireworks when matches get damp and the torch is not working. 
In closing, firecrackers are an intrinsic part of the Chinese culture. For centuries they have been used not simply to mark the start of the New Year but also on occasions such as the opening of a new business. Sometimes accompanied by a lion dance, these events are a regular part of Chinese culture and people love to see and hear these fireworks. (342 words)


(B) MEDIUM LENGTH ESSAYS (600 – 800 words)
(1) INTELLIGENCE
Intelligence is a subject that is rarely discussed in any great depth. Instead we tend to focus on IQ scores and university degree awards. Indeed the IQ system has been around for over 50 years. As regards the university system this has a much longer life span of over 500 years. This essay will focus on aspects of intelligence beyond the academic and attempt to show that academic intelligence, while important, should not be the only measure of intellect. 
A university education is based around assignments and examinations. After a period of 3 years full-time study a student can emerge with an undergraduate degree. A further 2 years study can result in a postgraduate Masters’ degree. If they are highly attracted to academic life a doctorate/PhD can be the ultimate goal and may lead them to later becoming a professor.
People outside academia often view professors, postgraduates, and even graduates with awe. Such is the respect given to people that have devoted many years of their life to academic study and emerged triumphant with excellent qualifications. However, this has a tendency to discredit all other forms of intelligence. Many people quit school at 18 and start they own businesses. Some go on to be highly successful entrepreneurs and even become millionaires. Richard Branson (Virgin enterprises) and Alan Sugar (Amstrad) both quit school early and became business legends both in the UK and internationally.
These days many people are familiar with the word mindfulness. This is related to meditation and our attitude to others. From this the term EQ (emotional quotient) has emerged which is a code for emotional intelligence. Some people have a way of interacting with others that shows high EQ, for example when they see someone is upset they approach them in a kind and understanding manner. Others may have a high IQ but be very low in EQ so will be unaware when another person is not feeling feel, or is upset, unless it is completely obvious - The character Sheldon in the US comedy series The Big Bang Theory is a classic example of extremely high IQ but low EQ. In fact, these days with the explosion in social media, both IQ and EQ can be seen as under threat as people can tend towards narcissism and so have less concern for others. However, this aspect is beyond the scope of this essay.  
There are people that have the ability to completely dismantle a machine such as a motorbike, clean all the hundreds of components and reassemble it, without any engineering qualifications. Other can build a machine such as an amplifier out of hundreds of parts lying around their garage and it will work perfectly. Thus, mechanical and engineering intelligence can be a natural gift in the character of some individuals. Others can deliver a speech, a presentation, a seminar, even a lecture, without academic qualifications but due to confidence, private study and real-life experience of their subject.       
To become successful at anything a person needs intelligence in addition to hard work and dedication.  Also, most people would agree that academic intelligence is important as it is highly respected in our current society. Nevertheless, when adding the adjective academic to the word intelligence we need to also account for commercial, musical, emotional, social, mechanical, numerical, linguistic, and a whole host of other adjectives related to intelligence. Thus, intelligence can covers many areas and no single person can lay claim to being gifted in all of the areas. 
In closing, the polymaths of the past such as Leonardo Da Vinci were gifted in a multitude of areas such as engineering, architecture, illustration, sculpture, and anatomy but were rare individuals. Also, they would not have been gifted in every single aspect of the intellect; academic intelligence is one single spoke in the umbrella of intelligence.    (637 words)
(2) IDENTITY
Identity is one of the most actual aspects being considered in postmodern world. And the reasons are obvious in the time of globalization, technologicalisation, consumption, cultural fusion, digitalization and etc. Moreover, rising an identity question has its roots in modern era, having in mind the industrialization which influenced the process of urbanization in nineteenth century. 

The modern notion of the huge city, where you stand in a crowd of strangers and you know that you will never know them, gives a very understanding why that question of identity became so important in the postmodern world. I personally, have not considered the question since I came to Britain, because the social surrounding, the community which I came from, I think, was too small and historically ordered as regular and neat, where any form of protest pretended not to exist. This is, of course, the historical (soviet) heritage. People still having an array of norms and boundaries which dictates all the life line, that the identity itself is being determinate since birth. This is the feature of a small and closed society. I am not sure if I can speak of my separate society in terms of globalization, in a context of unions, having in mind technological aspect of our everyday life, an internet, and many other nowadays spheres which not only connect but consolidate whole world to one, accurate working mechanism. Still, I see question of identity is logical and more often being rose in multicultural, high industry context where unlimited variations of awareness and appearance may be accepted. This is the environment where identity question with all its complex parts and stages is being considered as one of the most importance, including: gender, class, age, and etc. Personally I feel alien in such a world, just starting to realize what is happening in real, just starting to live my conscious life. 

When we deal with such a diversity of aspects of identity, the complete picture of it never could be drawn. First and foremost, bearing in mind the complex world we live in. Where, for instance, even gender, which was so undeniable definite hundred years ago, now soaks up with such an uncertainty and, may I say so, multiplicity. This is the postmodern world, where the doubt rules every sphere of our lives. When I think of an identity in such a content, I feel struggling with two tenets here: the time tested one, and the one of uncertainty. Why do not bear in mind a human experience in time? How than the collective conscious works, which is being firstly gained from the family tree? The awareness which is gained unconsciously-isn’t it worth consideration? Living in fluctuation gives answers. The principle of permanence and stability has changed and here I mean social environment. When the world started to change so rapidly, the sense of stability and insurance overruled. And it is, of course, social phenomenon. The society which desperately trying to catch up with technologies absolutely blinded for laws of nature and cosmos. When, as Paul Virilio states, the doubled presence, existence in two or even more realities is possible. How the question of identity can be answered completely. I will leave this matter in uncertain and incomplete stage and try to discuss what forms our identity and ideology, which, at some point, determinates identifying. 

I see an ideology as complete formation of social values and rules. Actually we have several basic types of ideologies to choose from. In other words, we can only decide which of ideologies fits our needs, to what (comfort) level we let ourselves to decline or increase. But the type, the mode of ideology has been already prepared for you, what you can only do is to choose one of the clichés. It is a system, a very political one, which determines those types of ideologies, with all the ingredients, which could possibly suit the main stream, or in other words, to control a behaviour of all social levels. In some cases, even your choice is being restrained by some social or political aspects. One of such is advertising, which reduces ones selection to minimum, or even deprives the right to choose. I can see an equality between advertising and the politics in a present world. Even if we bear commodity orientated culture, where commodity consumption is the main estimation of social values, then somehow it develops to what is the main engine and the basic purpose of politics and that is of society. Systems are usually created to have a control. (756 words)


(C) ACADEMIC LENGTH ESSAYS (2000 - 3000 words)
(1) MUSIC
Music has been part of our lives for thousands of years. No matter what culture we belong to, we all share the universal language of music. Some may have different instruments or even different musical scales (Grout and Palisca, 1988). However, despite the thousands of languages all over the world, there is no linguistic barrier to the enjoyment of music. This essay looks at the positive as well as the negative aspects of music, in order to provide the reader with a simple critique. 
Generally speaking, music makes us feel good about ourselves. After a hard day at the factory, office, university, etc.…it is possible to unwind from all the stress in our lives by listening to a favourite piece of music at home. Songs can take people back to a point in time when they first heard those tunes and as people get older they are reminded of that wonderful part of their lives when they were still teenagers. 
In the morning, disc jockeys tend to play high energy music to help wake up the world and their voices are often quite strident. Conversely, late night DJs tend to be selected for their quieter delivery and the music is often more relaxing with a slower tempo. However, with so many radio channels accessible from the TV as well as from the radio itself, it is possible to listen to virtually any style of music day or night. For someone working on the night shift in a factory it would be dangerous if they were listening to slow, relaxing music. On the other hand, heavy rock music might be ideal to keep productivity high as the workers are given a psychological boost of energy. Also, if it is a Friday night and someone is going to a party or a nightclub then more strident music would put them in the right frame of mind.
Thus, music is part of most peoples’ daily (or nightly) routine and has a useful motivational function. First of all, when people wake up in the morning they switch on the radio for weather and traffic information but mainly to catch some favourite tunes before their daily commute to work. Then, as they drive to work they probably listen to a favourite record album on cassette/CD/MP3 player. Later, when they go for lunch in the city they may pass through a bank, a shopping centre and other environments before reaching their restaurant destination. 
In all of these public places music is often providing the soundtrack to our lives. It relaxes us and helps us to switch off for an hour from the stresses of our jobs. By providing a relaxing ambience people become less self-conscious and more focussed on putting our brains on standby mode before returning to our places of work.  
Shopping malls globally tend to use background music to entice the public to remain longer than they had previously planned as the music has this seductive grip. Some people feel that in the absence of music the atmosphere tends to be bloodless and sterile, much like an airport terminal. Capital cities such as London, New York, Rome, Paris and Hong Kong have much larger shopping malls where a whole orchestras or choir may be assembled for public distraction and entertainment. As a denizen of Hong for 17 years the author was lucky enough to experience some of the world’s best hotels and shopping malls. It was a common sight to see a pianist or a string quartet on a Saturday afternoon in Pacific Place in the Admiralty part of Hong Kong Island.
These days many people like to take up membership of a local gym, in order to try to get fit and shed some weight. However, gyms can be very intimidating environments for newcomers. As a result, business owners have cottoned on to the fact that music makes people less self-conscious and more integrated with  the other members of the public through the shared experience of this universal language. Background music is played to stimulate those training on exercise bikes, cross-trainers and free weights. In addition, it could be argued that the mechanical nature of a gym workout lends itself extremely well to the mechanical nature of a lot of contemporary music.      
So far in this essay, the main focus has been on music as the soundtrack to our lives both at home, outside or in the workplace. However, there are many specific uses of music that have not yet been addressed. One of these is music therapy. In hospitals and care-homes, the length and breadth of the UK, music has been recognised for its therapeutic qualities. In its most basic form this takes the shape of hospital radio and hospital DJs often go on to become local radio DJs and continue to support the wider community. Nevertheless, in its more specific use, music therapy takes the form of music sessions for patients with mental disabilities. This can involve teaching the rudiments of playing a musical instrument (Wigram, Pedersen and Blonde, 2002).
According to Sacks, there is evidence to suggest that there are more areas of the brain devoted to music than to language. He also goes on to explain that   patients whose condition restricts them for much emotional expression, such as those with severe vases of Parkinson’s disease or those that are Savants,  become animated and emotional when singing or listening to certain types of music. He goes on to point out that music appears to unlock certain parts of the brain momentarily. However, after finishing the singing of an operatic aria, for instance, the patient resumes their inscrutable expression (Sacks, 2011).  
Music plays an important role in the various ceremonies that people experience throughout their lives. Most people celebrate their 21st birthday with a large party at which music is played and a DJ is hired. Later, when people get married in a church traditional music is sung by a choir and traditional instrumentals are played by the organist. Then, later in life an important wedding anniversary or birthday or even a retirement may be celebrated. Finally, at the end of a person’s life, traditional hymns will be sung at their funeral ceremony or cremation.
Despite the fact that all of us experience music, in some form or another, throughout the world and our day-to-day lives, there is a darker side. In this second half of the essay, the negative side to our experience of music will be focused on in order to present the reader with a balanced argument. 
Most people have endured the noise pollution effects of music at some time or another. It could a noisy neighbour that happens to be a great fan of heavy metal music. Often, as students people tend to live their lives in an academic and social bubble. As a result, they may unintentionally wreak audio havoc on the family the other side of the wall. Then, as people get older, and have families of their own, teenage sons or daughters may start to wreak havoc on their own domestic environment. This can occur via loud speakers blasting out the latest flavour of the month.   
Members of the public can look back to a time when they were in their youth and probably attended several rock concerts. As a result, hearing skills may have been affected, particularly if some people were prone to standing up front near the speakers. Also, as people start to earn more money and their disposable income increases, they may find themselves attending nightclubs on a monthly or even weekly basis. In the disco boom of the mid to late 1970s, the author can remember quite vividly walking a few metres from The Valbonne to Studio 25 (all inside the same central Swansea nightclub) only to experience an auditory shock akin to being underwater. A less noisy environment was needed and this was accomplished when Bentleys in the Mumbles was eventually discovered. 
There is another bi-product to the noise pollution of nightclubs. As a rule, it may be assumed that most women go there to dance and men to meet women. However, unless someone has the physical presence of a rugby second-row forward, they have to rely on their personal charm to make an impression on the ladies. This is almost impossible when forced, via the high decibel environment, to shout into each other’s ears.
It would be useful at this stage to examine music from another angle; consider the source of the music itself, i.e. the musicians and composers. It is common knowledge that rock and pop musicians are all prone to suffering from hearing loss. However, it is less well known that classical musicians that do not rely on any form of amplification for their musical instruments also suffer.
Another aspect to music that everyone needs to remain aware of is the negative effect that it can have on our psyche. Music has always been strongly linked to the church and the Roman Catholic Church actually banned the singing of certain note intervals, called tritons, during the middle ages (Grout and Palisca, 1988). In ancient times, Greek warriors were forbidden from listening to music played on the lyre and were strongly encouraged to only listen to music from brass instruments. This because stringed music was considered too sentimental and would induce melancholia into the warriors psyche (Hamilton and Cairns, 1961). In thousands of years of chronological progress this still hold true as the human race does not appear to have evolved to such a stage as to be immune from the melancholic effects of stringed instruments. Indeed, it can be said that, many CDs advertising relaxing classical music contain compositions that are very depressing to listen to owing to the pre-dominance of the string section.     
However, there are many types of music that are deliberately composed to create a disturbing effect. It is very difficult to forget the shower scene in the classic Hitchcock movie, “Psycho” or not shudder or when the multi-tracked cellos are bowed to create the unforgettable “Jaws” theme. In contrast, film composer John Barry would use strings to create a beautiful aural landscape that created a synthesis of international jet-setting life-style, danger and underlying sadness for each of the James Bond movies that he contributed to.
In the world of teenage music there, some would say, a malevolent force at work. In the early days of rap with artists such as Grandmaster Flash and the Furious Five the music was new and exciting. With the crop of rap artists that are heard these days, in the early part of the 21st century, both lyrical content and visual imagery seem to glorify the gangster life and its perceived culture of guns, prostitutes and drugs etc... For mature adults, with well-developed critical thinking skills such diversions are mere backwash. On the other hand, for impressionable teenagers this is sometimes the soundtrack to their lives.    
There are other forms of music which, although displaying genuine originality and creativity, can have disturbing effect on the human spirit. It is probably rare for a music lover to throw away a CD, particularly one that they had purchased themselves. However, even mature adults may choose to file CDs in the bin if they were somehow disturbing their psyche. Nevertheless, it has to be said that what disturbs one listener may be inspirational to another.
Another factor worth mentioning in the latter part of this essay is the importance of the music video. Pioneered by Bob-Dylan, The Beatles and The Kinks in the 1960s, video really came of age in the early 1980’s. MTV (Music for Television) was launched on Aug 1, 1981, and the very first video aired was ironically entitled Video killed the radio star. Its content was state of the art but still family-friendly. However, as an increasing number of record labels saw the commercial potential of this new medium, less family friendly content started to appear; video slowly became more sexual and violent in content. These days some female artists are quite happy to parade themselves as courtesans in order to appeal to the baser instincts of the general public. Many people probably consider Kate Bush to be one of their favourite artists of the decade of the 1980s. In her videos, although the imagery was sometimes of a sexual nature it was done with great style and artistry and was never overt. These days some people may feel that videos are closer to pornography than pop. 
In conclusion, this essay has attempted to highlight the function of music as the soundtrack to our daily lives acting alternately as motivator and relaxant. That soundtrack may be sometimes strident and bristling with positive energy. At other times, it may be brooding, dark and even malevolent. However, Beauty is in the eye of the beholder (Hungerford, 1878) and what pleases one individual may be abhorrent to another. In closing, I would just like to share my personal belief that music represents one of the greatest gifts that the human race has brought to this world. In the correct hands, it can be motivational, uplifting and take us on a journey to a heavenly place. In the wrong hands, it can have the complete opposite effect. At the end of the day, it is a question of personal taste. Interestingly, those of us who listen to music via YouTube, and are of a particular vintage, will be heartened to learn that a growing number of teenagers are turning their backs on some contemporary music. This is as a direct result of listening to music from a much early period in time YouTube.     (2,275 words)
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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(2) SWANSEA
The name Swansea is believed to have originated with the Viking King Sveyn Forkbeard. Originally known as Sveyn’s isle, this name incarnated to the more easily pronounceable Swansea over the centuries.  According to Campbell (2002), the population of the town of Swansea increased from 6000 in 1801 to 17,000 in 1851 and by 1881, the borough's population was over 65,000. Much of the growth was due to immigration owing to the large number of jobs to be had in the thriving copper industry. Indeed, during the latter part of the 19th century the town became known as the metallurgical centre of the world. Also, during the 20th century the population would be seen to more than double. At the time of writing, Swansea has a population of 242,000 inhabitants. Most employed citizens work in the public sector with a smaller percentage in the service sector. It is regarded as a city of learning with two extant universities and around 21,000 full-time students in total. This essay looks at some of the most famous people to have been born in Swansea and their global impact on the modern world. As such, it is an argument essay and in terms of scope will examine Swansea both as a city and County, taking in Neath and Port-Talbot in the immediate catchment area regarding its most famous folk.
The main body of this essay looks at famous faces (past and present) from the world of acting, science, Sport, Broadcasting, the Industrial Revolution, and finally Intellectuals and bohemians. As a result, let us begin with the acting profession. Wales has always been famous for its poets, actors and singers drawing on a rich Celtic and bardic tradition going back thousands of years. However, there is one part of Swansea County that has its unfair share of acting talent and that is the steel town of Port Talbot. Sir Antony Hopkins was born here in 1937 and most people will never forget his chilling performance as the serial killer Hannibal Lecter in Silence of the lambs in 1991. Although he started off as a star of theatre and British television, he eventually became a major Hollywood A-lister late in his career. His movies include Elephant man (1980), Silence of the Lambs (1991), Meet Joe Black (1998), and The Mask of Zorro (1998).  Another Port Talbot born thespian (1969) is Michael Sheen; he famously played David Frost alongside Frank Langella’s Richard Nixon in the film about the Watergate scandal of the early 1970’s. Regarded as an actor that has the unique ability to inhabit real-life characters, he has also very successfully portrayed the late, great Kenneth Williams in Fantabulosa (2006) and Brian Clough in The Damned United (2009). Not far from Port Talbot, another famous Hollywood actor was born. Ray Milland, was born in Neath in 1910, and became an established famous Hollywood leading man in the 1940s, as well as a movie director.  His most famous role was that of an alcoholic in The Lost Weekend, made in 1945. After more than 15 years in Hollywood as an actor on contract with MGM, this film represented the pinnacle of Milland’s career and acknowledgment of his serious dramatic abilities.  Milland lost eight pounds for the role and spoke with the book's author Charles R. Jackson to gain insight into the illness.

Wales’ most famous actor, Richard Burton, was born in the village of Pontrhydyfen just outside Port Talbot. According to Bragg, (1988), after showing acting promise at an early age, he was taken under the wing of his English drama teacher Phillip Burton and duly changed his name from Richard Jenkins to Richard Burton. Later, following a successful period in the West end theatres of London, playing many Shakespearian roles, he began a career in Hollywood with the film the Robe in 1953, starring alongside Jean Simmons, Victor Mature and Michael Rennie. Later, in 1960, Burton appeared as Antony alongside Elizabeth Taylor’s Cleopatra. Through this epic Hollywood production, Burton secured his status as a major star. Often regarded as possessing one of the greatest ever voices he went on to make many important films. Interestingly, Pontrhydyfen was also the birthplace of Broadway theatre and musical star Ivor Emmanuel who starred alongside Michael Caine in the movie Zulu, international opera singer Rebecca Evans, Welsh singer and songwriter Geraint Griffiths, and actor Mark Frankel. 

Catherine Zeta Jones was born in the Mumbles area of Swansea Catherine and became a household name in the TV drama The Darling Buds of May, playing opposite David Jason (Only fools and horses) before moving to Hollywood where she has become a star. Some of her most famous films include The Mask of Zorro (alongside Antonio Banderas and Sir Antony Hopkins) in 1998, Entrapment (alongside Sean Connery) in 1999, Chicago (2002), and Ocean’s Twelve (opposite George Clooney and Andy Garcia) in 2004.    

Turning from the world of entertainment to that of science, Professor Edward Bowen, hailing from the Cockett area of Swansea, was the inventor of air-borne radar which helped win both the Battle of Britain and the Battle of the Atlantic. Bowen played a key role in the establishment of radioastronomy in Australia and the USA. His awards include the following: an OBE in 1941, a CBE in 1962, the American Medal of Freedom in 1947, Fellow of the Australian Academy of Science in 1957, and Fellow of Royal Society in 1975. Another famous son of Abertawe, Sir William Grove, was born into a wealthy Swansea family in 1811, and as a young man attended Brasenose College Oxford. According to Rees (2005), following experiments in the basement of the Royal Institute of South Wales (RISW), in 1839 he was responsible for inventing the hydrogen fuel cell. Known originally as a gas voltaic battery, early hydrogen fuel cell led to the development of the technology needed by NASA for their space rockets. According to Crowe (1973, p.1), “When Sir William Grove demonstrated the first fuel cell in 1839, it must have seemed to some observers that the event heralded the dawn of a new era in the generation of electricity, accompanied as it was by Becquerel's almost simultaneous discovery of the photovoltaic effect…the fuel cell's first utility roles could hardly have been more exotic; namely, providing electrical power for manned exploration of the oceans and space.” Gross (2002) also pointed out that the potential effectiveness of fuel cells was used by NASA to provide power during its space flights. Also, NASA needed fuel cells as they did not create pollution or heat and these are critical factors on board a spacecraft that is sealed. 

Rees (2005) goes on to explain that, in 1848, Grove arranged for 400 top scientists from all across Europe, including his friend Michael Faraday to visit Swansea for a week long series of lectures and applied science experiments both at the RISW and in other parts of the town. Grove was a member of Royal Academy in London and worked as a judge but in his free time was of that special Victorian breed of gentleman scientist. Turning from science to Economics, a former pupil at Bishop Gore Secondary school, Sir Clive Grainger won the Nobel prize in 2003 for his work on economics. A student at Nottingham University, he studied for his BA and PhD and 22 years at this institute of learning. In 2005, the building for Economics and Geography Departments renamed the Sir Clive Granger Building in honour of his Nobel achievement. His other lifetime awards, include being fellow of the Econometric Society since 1972, and a fellow of the British Academy since 2002.
In 1876, Petty Officer Edgar Evans was born in Middleton near Rhosilly. He was an integral part of the ill-fated Antarctic polar expedition of 1910-13, headed by Captain Robert Falcon Scott. Evans and his colleagues all perished. Hand-picked by Captain Scot, Evans will always be remembered for his bravery, physical strength and great sense of humour. Scott chose Evans as a member of his polar party, owing to his enormous physical strength. Described by Scot as "a giant worker” he was responsible for every sledge, every sledge-fitting, tents, sleeping-bags, harness, and when one cannot recall a single expression of dissatisfaction with any one of these items, it shows what an invaluable assistant he has been". Eleven weeks after setting off from base camp, the Polar party reached the South Pole on 17 January 1912, only to discover that Roald Amundsen's 5-man party had beaten them to the Pole by five weeks.

Sport
Starting with rugby, as Wales’ national sport, Mervyn Davies captained Wales on many occasions and was widely regarded as the greatest no.8 that Wales had ever seen and its greatest captain. He played for Swansea, for Wales and for the British Lions. By comparison, football is gradually becoming a rival for rugby owning to the recent success in Europe of our national team, under the captaincy of ex-Swans player Ashley Williams and through the goal-scoring brilliance of world class Real-Madrid striker Gareth Bale. Also, Wales are currently in a good position to qualify for the next World Cup; the last time we played in this competition was way back in 1958. At that time the captain was John Charles, a resident of the Cwmbwrla area of Swansea. Unfortunately, we lost in the quarter final to Brazil, due to the goal-scoring exploits of a young 15-year old rising star by the name of Pele. Nevertheless, Charles went on to create his own legend at Juventus and Roma. In 2004 he was awarded the CBE for his services to football; this player was never cautioned or sent off during his entire career, due to his philosophy of never kicking or intentionally hurting opposing players. His name is still revered in Italy where he was known as Il Gigante Buono, literally the Gentle Giant owing to his philosophy allied to his physical height of 6 feet 2 inches. His brother Mel also played for Wales and his nephew, Jeremy Charles played for the Swans (Swansea City AFC) when they were at the top of the old first division, now the Premier league, under player-manager John Toshack. 

Mike Davies is less well known but nevertheless also deserved of the title legend in his own field. Born in the Uplands part of town, he had a 60-year career in the tennis business, first as an amateur and professional tennis player, including a period as the number one ranked player in Great Britain and a member of the British Davis Cup team, then as an entrepreneur and one of the pioneers of the professional game. In 1968, the World Championship Tennis (WCT) hired Davies as the executive director with the task of building WCT into a major force. They had eight contracted players, but after a couple of years they bought the contracts of Rod Laver, Ken Rosewall, Roy Emerson, Andrés Gimeno, and signed former amateurs Arthur Ashe and Stan Smith to professional contracts. During his time with the WCT, Davies was responsible for many innovations and rule changes in the game, including the first professional circuit to incorporate the tie-breaker, first to insist on coloured clothing on the players, and the introduction of a coloured tennis ball (first orange, then yellow) in 1972. Davies also created the 30 seconds between points and the 90 seconds between games, was the first to place chairs on the court for the players during change-overs. In addition, he was the first to have a player representative and a trainer travel with the players to each tournament, overrule by the umpire and even experimented with electronic line calling in 1972, amongst many other innovations (Davies, 1962).

Wales has no national cricket team although Glamorgan Cricket club, based in Swansea and founded in 1888, has been part of the English County championship since 1921. However, several Swansea men  have played for the England cricket team including Robert croft, off-spin bowler (1992 – 2004), Simon Jones, fast-medium bowler (2002-2008) both born in Morriston and Tony Lewis, born in Swansea. Lewis was a cricketing all-rounder and attended Chris’s College Cambridge. He played for England in the late 1960’s and early 1970’s and was captain on many occasions. In the 1990’s, he became president of the MCC and later joined the BBC as a broadcaster. He is one of only two English cricket captains to come out of Neath Grammar School, the other being C. F. Walters. Lewis, however, remains the only Glamorgan player to captain England and the only one to lead England on a major Test tour.
Broadcasting
Wynford Vaughan Thomas was born in Swansea, the second son of Dr. David Vaughan Thomas, a Professor of Music, and Morfydd Lewis, the daughter of Daniel Lewis who was one of the leaders of the Rebecca riots in Pontardulais. He attended the Bishop Gore School, Swansea, where the English master was the father of Dylan Thomas. At Oxford he read Modern History and in the mid-1930s he joined the BBC and in 1937 gave the Welsh language commentary on the coronation of King George VI and Queen Elizabeth. This was the precursor to several English language commentaries on state occasions he was to give after the Second World War. During the war he established his name and reputation as one of the BBC's most distinguished war correspondents of the Second World War. In 1967, after leaving the BBC, he was one of the founders of Harlech TV (HTV), now ITV Wales, being appointed Director of Programmes, as a frequent TV broadcaster himself throughout his early career with the BBC he had adopted the required BBC accent of the time but employed his more natural native Welsh accent to even better effect in his later career. He wrote numerous books, many on Wales and a favourite subject of his, the Welsh countryside. He was appointed an Officer of the Order of the British Empire (OBE) in 1974, and raised to Commander (CBE) in 1986.

Alexander Road in Swansea still houses the old BBC building, now part of UWTSD (University of Wales Trinity St. David) Swansea, where Dylan Thomas did some work for BBC Wales radio back in 1953. However, these days, Abertawe most famous connection with the world of television is most probably John Davies. He is a regular presenter on SKY sports and has been part of the team since 2008. He worked briefly as a reporter for Swansea sound and the Wave before moving to ITV Wales and later SKY Sports. 
The Industrial revolution
The Cape Horner’s were some of the bravest sailors in the world. To get some idea of the dangers that they faced on a regular basis, the Hollywood movie A Perfect Storm gives one an approximation. They exported coal to Chile, Cuba, etc…and brought back copper ore to Swansea which helped make Swansea became a Copperopolis in the latter part of the 19th century. The ships that they used were known collectively as copper barques and it was said at the time that the Bristol Channel was so full of Swansea ships that it almost as though we possessed our very own navy.  Ship names including Zeta, Delta and other Greek letters. Catherine Zeta Jones’ middle name was taken from her grandmother whom, in turn, was possibly named after a famous copper barque. (Greenlaw, 1999).

The Vivien family
John Henry Vivian FRS, born in 1785, was a Welsh industrialist and politician of Cornish extraction. He owned copper mining, copper smelting and trading businesses in Swansea (Vivian & Sons), Liverpool, Birmingham and London. Miskell (2011) traces the rise of significant Swansea movers and shakers such as John Vivien in her excellent book Intelligent Town: an Urban History of Swansea, 1760-1855. In her publication she sets the stage for the events that led to Swansea becoming an important international port, and eventually the metallurgical centre of the world. 

Between 1832 and 1855, John Vivien sat as Member of Parliament for Swansea District. He was a fellow of the Royal Society, a major in the Royal Stannary Artillery, a justice of the peace and a deputy lieutenant. Among his eight children Richard Glyn Vivien was a respected gentlemen of this prosperous Victorian family, and was lucky enough to enjoy several grand tours of Europe. His subsequently accumulated art collection, was later bequeathed to the town and the people of Swansea, forming the nucleus of the Glyn Vivien Art Gallery which has recently has recently undergone a £5million facelift and still is located on Alexander road.  However, it was his father that started the copper dynasty that grew to become Copperopolis. A famous painting by James Harris Senior, dated around 1850, shows the Hafod copper works during the heyday of Landore’s cradle of the industrial revolution. Copper ore imported into Swansea by the Cape Horner’s would be brought probably by the river Tawe to the blast furnaces and Smelters of Landore and copper products would be produced as a result. In fact, the phrase copper-bottomed, to indicate stability and strength, originated from this area when it supplied the British navy, including Lord Nelson’s ship Victory with copper to reinforce its hull. 

As mentioned during the introduction to this essay, Swansea in the 19th century and early 20th century Swansea, was known as the metallurgical centre of the world. In 1887 the Swansea Metal Exchange opened in the business district centred around Wind Street. In a short space of time, Swansea became an international trade centre dealing in tinplate. In addition to this several other events occurred which further enhanced the status in terms of national importance. First of all, the Bank of England opened its only branch outside London. Secondly, Swansea became the first place in Britain to own its own telephone exchange. Thirdly, more than thirty vice consulates were opened in Swansea. In fact, some historians, on closer inspection of this Copperopolis town with its increasing population and financial infrastructure, are re-appraising it as the possible birthplace of the Industrial Revolution.

The Llewelyn family
According to Rees (2005), the Llewelyn’s were another very powerful Swansea family. However an entire biography of all its members, just describing the exploits of the entire Vivien family, is beyond the scope of this essay. Nevertheless, the two best known members were Lewis Weston Dillwyn and his granddaughter Amy Dillwyn. They resided at the beautiful Sketty Hall, still very much in use in one corner of Singleton Park; the Vivien’s at Singleton Abbey, now part of Swansea University. Both families were close friends and neighbours, and contributed greatly to the development and prosperity of Swansea town in the late Victorian and early Edwardian periods. 


Intellectuals and bohemians
According to Harding (2014), the Kardomah gang were a collection of bohemian intellectuals that regularly met at the Kardomah café in Castle Street in the centre of town. Dylan’s protagonists included Vernon Watkins, Charles Fisher, John Prichard, composer and linguist Daniel Jones, and artists Alfred Janes and Mervyn Levy, Mable Owen and Tom Warner. The café, opposite the offices of the Evening Post newspaper where Thomas and Fisher worked, was where the group drank coffee and discussed many subjects including Einstein, Epstein, Greta Garbo, Stravinsky, death, religion and Picasso.

The Café still exists but has for many year been located in Park Street. However, the old gang sadly shuffled off this mortal coil many years ago. The most famous of their number was the legendary poet, Dylan Thomas. He was born in Swansea in the 1920s, and attended the local grammar school where his father was English master. From his bedroom, overlooking the lovely Cwmdonkin Park, Dylan would have been able to see Swansea Bay and possibly mumbles pier. Both the view of the park and the Bay inspired some of his earliest poems. However, his magnus opus was the play for voices entitled Under Milkwood. In the film version, a very proud Richard Burton had the part of 1st voice and it also starred his beautiful film-star wife Elizabeth Taylor, Peter O’Toole and a host of top British talent. 
In conclusion, Swansea has a rich industrial heritage built on copper and tinplate and has produced some impressive industrialist families. Some say that Swansea was the birthplace of the industrial revolution. Furthermore, it has produced figures that have made a profound impact on the world, via the cinema, sport, broadcasting and science. It has also had its fair share of heroes with characters such as the legendary Cape Horner’s and the courageous Petty Officer Edgar Evans. In my opinion, it has always had a rich intellectual life, which can be traced back to local luminaries of the Royal Society (in London) such as William Grove and Henry Vivien through to more recent figures such as Sir Clive Grainger and Professor Bowen. Thus, I am proud to say that I come from Swansea.
(3,470 words)
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(2) TECHNOLOGY (unfinished academic essay)
The first computers were invented during the early 1940’s, as a result of the need to defeat the German Enigma machine during WW2. This was carried out by an elite team at Bletchley Park and resulted in the Bombe machine. This was then updated to the more powerful Colossus computer. The Colossus was the forerunner of the IBM desktop computer which emerged in the early 1980’s. Fast forward to the 21st century and almost every home has some form of computing power as well as wi-fi access to the internet. 
These days we are completely immersed in technology. Every environment, whether office, home, or social, contains a substantial amount of technology; from the cars we drive to the computers we use, both at home and in the workplace, we are surrounded by, and largely dependent on, technology. This essay looks at the benefits and drawbacks of technology, in terms of a mass adoption scenario by society as a whole. 
MAIN BODY
(PART A)- The positive side to the mass adoption of technology
Communication is now much easier and much faster than ever before in the history of mankind. Since the launch of the World-Wide-Web (Internet) in 1995, people have been able to contact each other…

(PART B) - The negative side to mass adoption of technology (my LinkedIn articles) 

(1) The Dangers of seductive technology, published on October 5, 2016
The story that the children see - WALL-E, short for Waste Allocation Load Lifter Earth-class, is the last robot left on Earth. He spends his days tidying up the planet, one piece of garbage at a time. But during 700 years, WALL-E has developed a personality, and he's more than a little lonely. Then he spots EVE (Elissa Knight), a sleek and shapely probe sent back to Earth on a scanning mission. Smitten WALL-E embarks on his greatest adventure yet when he follows EVE across the galaxy.
The subplot story that parents can see - The Earth is a mess and the human population are put on special gigantic space ships never to return until the atmosphere can sustain life once again. All the humans are morbidly obese and almost in a vegetative state relying on technology to cater for all their needs. 
Ever since watching this film with my kids’ years ago, I am convinced that the script writers were warning us about the effects of IT on our bodies and our brains. As we all know, the best children’s animation movies, from "The Lady and the Tramp" of the early 1960's right up to 21st century cartoons like WAL-E, usually have a subplot to keep the parents happy on an intellectual level.
Although essentially a children’s film about a hilarious robot (WALL-IE) and his exploits, the underlying message (intentional or not) is clear. The more we adopt IT and let it invade our lives at work, socially, and in private, the more useless we may become. We need to control technology not the other way around. The problem is that the “Einstein’s” in Silicon Valley seems to think that we need IT for everything. We certainly do not and the more we pass on our decision making to machines the more we lose our ability to think for ourselves.
Technology will become almost parental and we will become more child-like. It probably started about 20 years ago when 30-40 year olds started playing on X-Box and Play-station! Maybe their parent had gadgets around the house like a teas-made that woke them up in the morning with an alarm call and a cup of tea. After a few biscuits they would then walk sleepily to the bathroom and clean their teeth with matching his and her electric tooth-brushes! For lunch they would probably have instant mashed potato (For Mash get Smash) with a tin of beans. For anything requiring original thought they could always rely on Tony Stopani or Fanny Cradock (1960s), Delia Smith or The Galloping Gourmet, Graham Kerr (1970’s) to tell them what to do. A trip to the library would be unthinkable when TV-land has all the answers. Fast forward 40 years and their grandchildren are using Google land for all the answers, Iceland for the cooking and Mobile phones for everything else!
We need to control technology, not the other way around. Otherwise we all become vegetables just like the humans in WALL-E. The wonderful irony, of course, is that technology (in the guise of the robot hero) saves us from a helpless future!
(2) Will AI eventually replace human intelligence? (Published on July 21, 2016)
BACKGROUND
IBM has traded widely on the prowess of its cadre of supercomputers. Built for speed and sheer computing capacity, IBM Blue Gene has a petaflops pace almost unfathomable to the human brain; and then there is Watson, the natural language supercomputer with Artificial Intelligence named after IBM’s first CEO. Watson has proved extremely good at consuming, analysing and making decisions based upon the unstructured content with which it is fed. So good in fact that the computer beat two human contestant ‘previous champions’ in a quiz shoot-out on the US game show Jeopardy. But Watson was destined for more. IBM decided that the machine-learning technology behind this box of processors and chips could be put to greater use for humanity.
Watson’s “intelligence” has since been directed at worthy objectives in health, particularly in making prognoses - where it's thought to be able to out-think even the most knowledgeable medical minds. Other applications could see the legal trade being usurped by a new kind of lawyer, i.e. one with a computerised knowledge of all statute books and points of precedent, capable of deduction based upon incomprehensibly huge streams of historical (and, conceivably, real-time) data. So is there one problem that IBM Watson can’t solve? One could suggest that it needs to shrug off as much of the ‘old traditional IBM’ feel if it is to be perceived as cutting edge and worth programmers’ attentions. But perhaps this heritage for big machines is exactly the kind of image that it should present? At least Watson can still occasionally get some things wrong and doesn’t know where Chicago is. There is hope for us humans yes, just.
MY PERSONAL VIEWPOINT (for what it's worth)
The above text was written about 3 years ago (25.11.2013) by Adrian Bridgwater for Opinion. Since the invention of the first mechanical computer, “Collossus”, by the boffins at Bletchley Park in the early 1940s, computer power has increased exponentially from valve to transistor to silicon chip and onward to biotechnological systems. In the 1978, at the tender age of 19, I was lucky enough to work as a computer operator using the legendary IBM 370/138 series. Although it could process wages updates and stock inventory, memory was utilised in partitions of only 65K, not MB or GB or TB as of today! The picture below gives you an impression of how large and cumbersome the computer peripherals were in those days. 
Back in 1996 the then wunderkind of the chess world, Gary Kasparov, was defeated by a chess computer called Deep Blue, made by IBM. This was disturbing as anyone who can play chess, to at least club level, will tell you that mastering the end-game for a computer is no mean feat! (Whereas the opening theory and middle game are much easier to design algorithms for)
The term AI (or Artificial intelligence), is not new and since the 19th century, artificial beings have been a common feature of fiction, as in Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley’s Frankenstein or Karel Capek’s R.U.R (Rossum’s Universal Robots). Also, on the silver screen, AI has always been good for box office receipts; when there was a movie made with that very title, by the late great Stanley Kubrick, in which a childless family were given an AI son, the general public flocked to see it.
Nevertheless, it is a little ironic to note that, in the true tradition of sci-fi, the boy robot desperately wants to be human. How many times has this desire been portrayed from Shelley’s Frankenstein to Fritz Lang’s heroine in Metropolis through to the heroine of Ex-Machina? While a cinema audience long to see examples of robots (Apart from C3PO and R2D2, does anyone remember Robby the Robot or Yul Brynner’s robotic cowboy in Michael Crichton’s Westworld?), the robots themselves often wish that they could be human (a bit like a digital CD realising that it will never reach the analogue perfection of the same song played back on vinyl).
In closing the IBM Watson may be able to replicate some of the more mundane jobs that us humans cope well, but generally are also bored with. Nevertheless, it always makes me laugh when scientists say that one day…one day… a computer will be as intelligent as a human.
And why am I laughing?
Well, put it this way, could a computer drive a car, whilst listening to and appreciating a favourite CD track, talk to the wife and check on the kids in the back seat? Could a computer walk down the street while thinking about how best to pay off the mortgage, simultaneously negotiate the other pedestrians, and work out the quickest route to HMV. Could a computer make a cup of coffee, negotiate an argument between two siblings, while observing that the post has just arrived and …you get my drift?! 
(3) Beyond simple nostalgia, we can learn a great deal from our lo-tech, offline past. Published on June 7, 2016
Born at the tail end of the 1950's, I was blessed with having a childhood free from the clutter of intrusive technology when we did not wander the school yard checking our twitter accounts and bumping into other children doing the exact same thing. We played innocent games and chanted the latest Beatles songs in the playground. Later in the afternoon, on returning home for some edible sustenance, my brother and I would not remain glued to our mini-I pads, but (after a hearty meal) would join the rest of the boys from the local neighbourhood in a massive football match.
Summer meant trips to the beach, where the only technology was the humble transistor radio, which blasted out classics like the Turtles (Happy together), the 5th Dimension (Up, up and way in my beautiful balloon), and so on and so forth... Back home, the radiogram would be fired up to play the same tunes but at much higher volume! In fact, most evenings would involve lively conversation around the dinner table where everyone was given a chance to hold court. The advent of the home computer was still some distance away and so conversation remained a vitally important way to communicate. Thus, the ability to express yourself verbally could be encouraged as a real skill; the crucible for rhetoric had not yet been destroyed.
Back then, there were only a few TV Channels. Although quantity was low, quality was extremely high (especially in comparison to the current decade). In the 1970's, there used to be an excellent chat show called Parkinson where luminaries such as Peter Ustinov, Dr. Jonathan Miller and the late great Peter Sellers could be observed up close and listened to with awe. Moreover, with writers such as Harold Pinter and Tom Stoppard, there was always a good quality (non-formulaic) play to watch, as you progressed through your teens. Once a week, you could see The Old Grey Whistle test (for older lovers of music) and on Friday nights there was usually a good Hammer horror movie or even better, a French or Italian art-house film. For the latest scientific advances you could always rely on programmes such as Tomorrows World or Horizon. In addition, for discovering about national and international issues outside the confines of your cosy suburban home there was Man Alive, Panorama, or World in Action. 
Thus, teenagers had many platforms to help them start to think about things, and develop their critical thinking skills. There was no Google to give them all the answers in an instant. Concepts had to be formed more slowly via careful analysis (often via discussion with an elder sibling). 
Don't get me wrong, I like technology. My first proper full-time job was as a computer operator on an IBM 370/138 mainframe system. In my 20's I was an undergraduate on a computer science degree and in my 30's I was learning all about music sequencing software and Midi (Music- instrument- Digital-interface). Thus, I am most definitely not a Luddite! Nevertheless, those of us a certain vintage, have enough life experience to look at the current technology-driven feeding frenzy and view it in context through the prism of earlier decades of lo-tech, offline life experience.
While many people over the age of 50 could probably benefit from improving their online skills I think many younger citizens could think about improving their offline skills such as the ability to express themselves in a conversation rather than simply regurgitating fact after fact. Indeed, you only have to watch Sky Sports for about 20 minutes to learn how the imparting of sports information has become increasingly quantitative. The ability to express ourselves qualitatively, and rhetorically, has been reduced to sound bites and numerical orgies. Considering the astronomical amount of online information that people have access to in the 21st century, via internet-ready devices, then perhaps it is not too bold a statement to suggest that society is generating too many linear thinkers these days and not enough lateral thinkers?!
At the end of the day, this is only my humble opinion; I can see a future where digital detoxification notices may be added to IT devices in the way it has been for cigarette packets.
In closing, if I could pose a final question - How many of us have been driving along when someone has crossed the road right in front of us, eyes glued to their mobile? Surely it is better for us to control technology rather than the other way around.
However, there are hopeful signs out there. For example, the increasing development of sports hotels with a plethora of activities to allow children to have fun the lo-tech way. Also, many young people are now learning that recordings on Vinyl sound better than digital recordings on CD and so retail giants such HMV are not only promoting vinyl recordings of current artists but selling legendary albums alongside (by bands such as Led Zeppelin, Genesis. The Beatles and the (Rolling) stones), that were all recorded during the heyday of vinyl. In closing, HMV are also selling analogue turntables. Welcome to life as we knew it!   
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HALLOWEEN
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Halloween can be traced to a pre-Christian festival called Samhain. The pagans believed that at the end of the harvest year, at around midnight on the 31st October, the dead would join the living just for that one night. This later may have been merged into the Christian festival of Hallows eve when the Christian Saints, martyrs and souls of the dead were celebrated with masses and candles. However, it is this overall association with the spirits of the dead that eventually led to the celebration of Halloween as a ghoulish event.
By the secondly half of the twentieth century, in America and Canada, people had started to celebrate this time of the year in a major way by dressing up as monsters. Shops and department stores had started to sell costumes, and other accessories, based on horror movie characters such as vampires and zombies. Also, children started to go from door to door, with their friends, demanding candy or they would play a trick on their neighbours. Thus, a market was born and this new business eventually spread to the UK as well as other parts of the globe.
In conclusion, Halloween has become a commercial event. What started off as a British pagan festival, more than 2000 years ago, eventually found its way to the USA. There, in the 20th century, it was gradually re-invented as a commercial entity and later exported back to our shores. In my opinion, there are two central issues here. Firstly, it is always a shame when the original meaning of an event is lost in the haze of commercialism. Secondly, we should stop following everything that the Americans do and respect our own customs.

