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Introduction to Web Development
Lecture 12 Lab Tutorial Exercise
Creating a WordPress Website
Objectives
In this exercise, you will create and setup a WordPress website.
Exercise 1: Installing WordPress
1. Create a new site on Pantheon and install WordPress.
2. Remember to lock your site from the public.
3. In the first dialog, select the language and click Continue.
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4. In the next window, specify your site details and click the Install WordPress button. It doesn’t take long to install.
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Exercise 2: Changing the Theme
1. The first thing you probably want to do is change your WordPress theme. You can also get to this option using Appearance  Themes menu option.
To find a theme, try to Google: Free WordPress themes 2016.
[image: ]
2. The easiest way to install a theme is to:
a. Find a theme you like and download it
b. Go to the Appearance  Themes menu option
c. Click the Add New Button
[image: ]
d. Click Upload Theme and choose your downloaded file to upload.
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e. Once it has installed your theme, remember to Activate your theme.
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3. You can then click the Customise button, to customise how it looks e.g. change the logo, etc.
Changing Site Format from Blog Site to Website
4. You also probably want to switch the site from being a blog site to a proper website.
5. Click on Customise or go to Appearance  Customise and click Static Front Page.
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6. Change it from “Your latest posts” to “A static page” and click the Add New Page option unless you have already created a page, then select that page.
Click Save & Publish (at the top-left corner).
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Customising the Theme
7. Go to the section that allows you to customise your theme. You have the following options. Note: Remember to Save any changes you make.
a. Site Identity Section: allows you to change the logo, site title and tagline 
b. Colours: change theme and link colours
c. Header Media: set header images.
d. Background Image
e. Theme Options: used to change theme layout options and configure the header and page settings. Some themes will also allow you to choose a different page layout.
f. Widgets: little pieces of content (e.g. recent posts, search boxes, etc.) that you can put in the sidebar and sometimes the footer (depending on the chosen theme).
g. Additional CSS: additional CSS styles to further customise your website’s appearance.
Installing Plugins
8. Plugins provide added functionality to the base installation of WordPress.
9. The easiest way to add plugins in through the Plugins  Add New menu option. Type the plugin name into the search box to find the plugin to install. Once you have found the plugin:
a. Click the Install Now button
b. Then click the Activate button when it finishes installing
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10. Some plugins you may want to install. Remember to Activate the plugins after installing them.
a. Page Builder by SiteOrigin 
b. SiteOrigin Widgets Bundle
c. Widgets for SiteOrigin
d. Livemesh SiteOrigin Widgets – you will need to Activate the Plugins from the Livemesh Widgets menu after activating the Plugin.
e. Jetpack by WordPress
f. Akismet – (if this is a real site) should already be installed, just need to activate it.
g. Theme Check
h. Category to Pages WUD

Exercise 3: Creating Page Categories and Tags
1. Go to the menu option Cat to Page WUD. If you do not have this option, it means you have not installed the Categories to Pages WUD plugin. Go back and install it.
[image: C:\Users\Kemi\AppData\Local\Temp\SNAGHTML170d516d.PNG]
2. In the options that display, check the following three options as shown to enable you to categorise and add tags to your pages.
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3. Now, go to the menu option Pages  Page Categories.
4. Create a new category for pages that are films.
a. Name: Films
b. Slug: films (Note: slugs are written in lowercase)
c. Parent: none
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5. Now, go to Pages  Page Tags and create the following tags:
a. Top Films (slug: top-films)
b. New Releases (slug: new-releases)
c. Coming Soon (slug: coming-soon)
d. Highest Rated (slug: highest-rated)
Exercise 4: Creating Pages
1. Next thing you want to do is to start adding some pages to your site.
Activating SiteOrigin Widgets
2. To take full advantage of the SiteOrigin page builder, you will need to activate widgets you will like to use in your pages.
3. From the menu, go to Plugins  SiteOrigin Widgets.
[image: C:\Users\Kemi\AppData\Local\Temp\SNAGHTML5f10132.PNG]
4. Activate any widgets you want to use. Some suggestions are:
a. Image Slider
b. Layout Slider
c. Image
d. Video Player
Adding Images
5. First upload the all image files provided on Moodle to your site’s media library. Once you have done this, you can reuse these images across the site. Go to the Media menu and select Add New. You should be able to drag and drop the image files to upload them.
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Adding Pages
6. Next go to the Pages  Add New menu option.
7. I have provided the film content in a ready to use format for WordPress. Download the file from Moodle.
Note: please see the section below on adding Video Content for the Trailers.
8. The Site Origin Page uses the grid layout – rows and columns. So the first thing you need to do is work out the page layout structure you want to use. My instructions are for the layout below.
[image: C:\Users\sc-ka\AppData\Local\Temp\SNAGHTML16d482cd.PNG]

9. Go to the Pages menu option and select the option to add a new page.
10. You will get a default visual editor, but you will use the Page Builder as it gives you more options. Click on the Page Builder tab.
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11. There are two ways for defining layouts with page builder:
a. Manually adding the rows and columns (which is what the demonstration below does)
b. Using predefined layouts and adding your content to sections of that layout. Clicking the Layouts button brings up the predefined layouts.

Row 1
12. Click the row button to add the first row. 
[image: ]
13. This row occupies all 12 columns in the grid, so set row layout to 1 column.
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14. The content for row 1 is just the large film poster image. 
a. Click the Add Widget button
b. From the options, select SiteOrigin Image. If you do not have this, it means you have not installed and/or activated the additional site origin widgets.
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15. It should insert the widget into the row, hover over it and you should get some menu options towards the top-right side. Click on Edit.
16. Click Choose Media and select the appropriate image from the library.
17. Specify the following additional options:
a. Bound: Checked
b. Full Width: Checked (so it fills the row)
18. Click Done/Ok.
Row 2
19. Add another row. The second row is made up of 2 columns. I am using a Golden ration going from right to left because I want the left column to be smaller.
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Column 1
20. Add a SiteOrigin Editor to column 1.
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21. Again edit it as before.
22. [bookmark: _GoBack]In the image above, you will notice that the content in this column is aligned to the right. Click on the Align right icon to enable this. You probably also want to click the Paste as text icon, so when you copy and paste from word it does not transfer any formatting.
Note: If you do not have all the options showing, click this icon
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23. Use the document provided on Moodle to add the appropriate content and using the formatting options available to format as you wish.
Column 2
24. Column 2 is made up of mixed content.
25. Add a Layout Builder widget to the column. This provides greater flexibility. It allows you to created nested rows.
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26. Click edit and add three rows to the layout as follows:
a. Row 1: 2 columns
i. Ration of: Trion
ii. Going from: Right to Left
[image: ]
b. Row 2: 1 column
c. Row 3: 1 columns
Row 1
27. Add a SiteOrigin Image to column 1 and set it to the Age Rating icon.
a. Set the Image size to Thumbnail. If your theme does not have a thumbnail size, use a custom size of 48 x 48.
28. Add a Site Origin Editor to column 2 and set the text to the description for that age rating.
Row 2
29. Add a SiteOrigin Editor to the first row and add the film’s summary information to it.
Row 3
30. The second row contains the trailer image.
31. SitePoint provides a Video Player widget, but I found this did not work very well. Add a SiteOrigin Editor instead.
32. This time around you are going to add HTML content.
33. Click on the Text tab. [image: C:\Users\sc-ka\AppData\Local\Temp\SNAGHTML16f0b311.PNG]
34. You should get a plain editor where you can add HTML code. Use the following to add an iframe to play the trailers in the following format replacing the highlighted text with the trailer’s link.
<div class="embed-container"><iframe src="trailer_link" width="300" height="150" frameborder="0" allowfullscreen="allowfullscreen"></iframe></div>

35. Click Done
36. Before previewing your page, tag your page with the Films category from the Page Categories in the right sidebar menu.
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37. Also, specify tags for your film (decide if the film is a Top Film, Highest Rated, New Release or Coming Soon) and tag as appropriate.
[image: ]
38. Also set the featured image for your page – set this to the smaller film poster image. This image will be used on teaser pages for example.
[image: ]
39. Save/Publish your page.
[image: ]
40. Now preview you the page.
41. It probably doesn’t look too bad, but you might want to try the following changes.
Adding Padding to the Rows
42. Go back to edit your page.
43. Hover over the little spanner icon for the first row and select Edit row.[image: ]
44. In the window that opens, there is a section that lets you configure Row styles. Select Layout from the options.
[image: ]
45. You can specify paddings, bottom margin and space between columns. Either bottom margin or bottom padding will do the trick.
a. I’m going for bottom margin.
b. Set to whatever value you want.
46. Remember to save your changes.
Custom CSS Styles for the iFrame
47. You will also specify additional custom CSS styles for the iframe that you can reuse for all pages.
48. The iframe HTML I asked you to use earlier had a CSS class set to “embed-container”. You will add this CSS class style to the custom CSS for the website. 
49. From the menu, go to Appearance  Customise
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50. Select the menu option for Additional CSS
51. Copy and paste the following custom styles for the iframe.
.embed-container { position: relative; padding-bottom: 56.25%; height: 0; overflow: hidden; max-width: 100%; } .embed-container iframe, .embed-container object, .embed-container embed { position: absolute; top: 0; left: 0; width: 100%; height: 100%; }

52. Save your changes and preview.
Creating Additional Pages
53. Try adding some more pages for the films.
54. If you click on the Layouts button, you can clone an existing page to use a template for new pages you are creating.
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Exercise 5: Excluding Pages from the Menu
1. You may notice that all the film pages you are creating are adding a link to the main menu. You do not really want this.
2. Go to Appearance  Menus and see if you can deselect the pages from the menu.
3. Some themes, however, do not allow you to remove pages from the menu and you have to install an additional plugin to do this.
4. Go to Plugins  Add New and do a search for Exclude Pages.
5. Once you have installed and activate the plugin, go back to edit your page(s) and there should be an option to exclude this page from the list of pages. 
a. You may need to scroll down the edit page a bit.
b. Uncheck the box to Include this page …
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Exercise 6: Caching Problems
1. If you have problems with your pages not updating when you make changes, try installing Pantheon’s Advanced Page Cache plugin.
2. Alternatively, search for a clear cache plugin e.g. WP Super Cache.
Exercise 7: Home Page
1. For now, you will create a simple home page.
2. Go to Pages  All Pages and select the Home page you created earlier.
3. Switch to Page Builder.
4. Add a Single Row.
5. Click Add Widget and select Livemesh Grid.
6. Click the Build posts query button.
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7. In the taxonomies field, type in the films category. As you being to type films, it should automatically show you the option. Click the Save Query button when done.
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8. Under Settings:
a. Uncheck Filterable
b. Set layout to masonry
c. Check the other options as shown.
[image: ]
9. Click the Preview button to see what it looks like. I know it is not great at the moment (it looks slightly better in real mode ) you will fix this later.
Exercise 8: Customising the Menu
10. Your menu should have two items for now:
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11. Go to Appearance  Menus.
12. It shows you all your site items that you can add to a menu.
13. Under Pages, you want only the home page – this should already be selected.
14. Expand Page Categories
a. See if you are able to check the Films category to add it to the menu
b. If you cannot, it means your theme does not let you add page categories to the menu. Simply, click on the Create a New Menu option.
i. Give your menu a name.
ii. Add the Home page
iii. Add the Films page category
iv. Click Save
v. Set the display location to Primary.
vi. You may also have to go to Appearance  Customise  Menus to set the new menu.
15. That’s all for today.
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Welcome

Welcome to the famous five-minute WordPress installation process! Just fill in the information below and you'll
be on your way to using the most extendable and powerful personal publishing platform in the world.

Information needed

Please provide the following information. Don't worry, you can always change these settings later.
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Search Engine
Visibility
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Important: You wil need this password to log

admin

Please store itin a secure location.

kemi.ademoye@uwtsd.ac.uk

Double-check your email address before continuing.

@ Discourage search engines from indexing this site Check this box as this
Itis up to search engines to honour this request. is not a real website




