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Phillip Cary’s book offers an in depth analysis of the particular brand of inwardness seemingly invented by Saint Augustine and best expressed in his Confessions. Cary also explores the Platonist philosophies that influenced Saint Augustine and his own versions of the concepts though Saint Augustine’s own interpretations of Christian mysticism and insight. This may be of use as it details the immense contributions made by Saint Augustine to Christian Neoplatonist thought throughout the middle ages. 
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In this article Marsha Dutton considers the Pastoral Prayer of Saint Aelred of Rievaulx as being “unmistakably Augustinian” in nature. Aelred speaks of his vulnerability and confesses his weaknesses directly to God. Dutton also references the 1961 French translation of the Pastoral Prayer by Charles Dumont in which Dumont notes the influence of the eleventh century works of Jean of Fécamp, a fellow Benedictine monastic writer who was himself heavily influenced by Saint Augustine. 
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Gillian Evans provides an in depth look at the works of Jean of Fécamp, considering the influence of Saint Augustine’s Confessions. Evans also provides contextual background by examining the literary styles typical to the eleventh century. 

Mancia, Lauren, ‘Affective Devotion and Emotional Reform at the Eleventh-Century Monastery of John of Fécamp’ PhD dissertation, Yale University (2013)

Lauren Mancia’s PhD dissertation is an investigation into the works of Jean of Fécamp within the surrounding context of the Benedictine monastic community of eleventh century Fécamp. Mancia provides an insight into the emphasis placed on and the influence of Jean of Fécamp’s works on the emotional prayer and affective piety of the Fécamp community as well as the influence of Saint Augustine’s works on Jean’s own literary works and monastic reforms. Mancia also details the importance and influence of the Benedictine abbey at Fécamp on the eleventh century monastic world and the rich devotional and intellectual culture in the community under the abbacy of Jean of Fécamp. 
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Lauren Mancia’s paper is a detailed focus on Jean of Fécamp’s Confessio and an in depth examination of the influence of the Confessions of Saint Augustine on Jean both as a writer and an abbot. Mancia’s paper analyses Jean of Fécamp’s Confessio as a manual to the monastic community at Fécamp with an emphasis on emotional suffering as a means of affective piety and contemplation. 
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This article by Lauren Mancia takes as its starting point Professor Pierre Courcelle’s argument for the increased interest in Saint Augustine’s Confessions across medieval Europe during the eleventh century and beyond. Mancia follows Courcelle's argument by focusing very closely on one particular area of Northern France. Her case study of eleventh century Normandy details not only the volume of works inspired by the Confessions but also the increase in copies made of the work. Mancia takes both a palaeographical approach, by way of examining the surviving copies of the Confessions, and an analytical study of contemporary scholarship on monastic Norman texts to establish how and why these literary works were so prolific in Norman monastic institutions. 

Saak, Eric Leland, Creating Augustine Interpreting Augustine and Augustinianism in the Later Middle Ages (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012)

This book by Eric Leland Saak, whilst primarily concentrating on Augustinianism in the later middle ages, is of interest because of Saak’s aim of reassessing the historiographical understanding of Augustinianism and the establishment of an historical understanding of Augustinianism. This may help to further provide historical context to understanding the apparent increase of interest in Saint Augustine’s Confessions and the increased literary output that it inspired. 

Wilmart, André, 'La Tradition des Grands Ouvrages de Saint Augustin' in Miscellanea Agostiniana, Vol. ii (Rome, 1931)

André Wilmart’s article on the history of the emergence of the popularity of the Confessions provides an historical context to the examination of the literary influence of Saint Augustine’s work.

Worthen, Jeremy F. ‘“Dicta mea dicta sunt patrum”: John of Fécamp's Confessiones’ in Recherches de Théologie Ancienne et Médiévale, 59 (1992) pp. 111-124

Jeremy Worthen’s article considers the influence of the Confessions of Saint Augustine on the Confessiones and Confessio theologica of Jean de Fécamp. Worthen details the many parts of Jean of Fécamp’s work which both seem to quote, and to be directly lifted, from Saint Augustine’s Confessions as well as Jean’s divergence away from the source material. 


