Dissertation Idea – Drag Culture
The aim for my research is to understand drag culture, the community and the commitment it makes between the performers and the audience. What do drag queens do, how do they prepare and commit to the work and artistry they perform and convey and how is this presented in response to the audience.
The research would take place within Cardiff Focusing on either Mary’s or WOW Bar, two gay bars centred around drag queen performances. I will be contacting drag queens that perform respectfully in these areas, explaining the aim of my research in hopes that they will willingly allow me to learn from them. There are many theorists that I can draw from to help in understanding the full potential of the knowledge that will be given to me during my time with these people. One of these ways is through the way in which gender is performed within these environments and how that is reflective of Butlers understanding of gender performance (Butler, 2006).
Another way of exploring drag culture is through a material approach, by understanding the cosmetics that are used to create an identity with drag itself and not only personify but also magnify a person’s inner self through material culture, such as make-up and accessories we can further understand the relationship between a drag queen and their make-up (Power, 2010).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Data collection will take several different forms in order to efficiently gather enough knowledge about drag culture. I believe it is important to gather knowledge in various ways for as Trow has written himself, it is important that when confronting differing questions, they must be approached in various angles in order to maximise both effectiveness and efficiency when conducting fieldwork (Tow, 1957:33-35). The first and foremost methodological approach will be participant observation, by spending time with the drag queens, being in their environment and being in drag myself it will give me the opportunity to be involved with their lives as drag queens. The next will be ethnographic interviews, by talking with the drag queens themselves, approaching them and their understanding of drag I can dig a little bit deeper and ask specific questions that may arise during my time with them for as Skinner put “Reflect on the interview as a moment of engagement, a site of participation in the life of the person we meet and talk with” (Skinner, 2012:74). Finally, I will be recording an auto-ethnographic field journal, a diary to record my thoughts and feelings of the experiences that will take place during my time in the field. As Reed-Danahay has pointed out, the usefulness of a self-reflective journal allows a researcher to reflect on their thoughts and feelings before, during and after their fieldwork in order to gauge the experience that they had in the field (Reed-Danahay, 1997). The data that will be collected will be recorded appropriately through journals and/or voice recordings whereby I have permission and it is appropriate, how this data is collected will be dictated upon what the drag queens feel most comfortable with for it is imperative that I respect their wishes during my time in the field.
For ethical reasons I will make sure all data remains on a single device in order to make sure there is no risk of personal information spreading or leaking, photographs may possibly be included with this data so long as permission is provided by those within the picture. (Or having anything to do with what is involved, for example if make-up was done by one drag queen, I would obtain their permission to use said picture, for it is there artwork within the picture itself as well). I will be conducting this all within accordance of the UWTSD’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice (UWTSD, 2019), therefore all participants will remain anonymous and this will be coded for reference and there will be no records of the participants names and contact details, both in physical and digital format in order to protect their identities and wellbeing.
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