The Social (Re)Production of Inequality
ECED7002


Identify ONE activist or campaigning group in the news and critically reflect upon why this movement has developed, the aims and objectives of the group and consider what barriers to equality need to be resolved.



Introduction
This essay’s aims and objectives are to discuss and critique a relevant group in society, also the assignment will give an understanding of how and why they have developed. The group that will be discussed is Premier league Kicks (PLK). This group has been around for the last fifteen years. Kicks is a national group and operates locally here in Swansea. The idea of Kicks is to offer free sports sessions for children from low socioeconomic backgrounds who do not have the same opportunities as other kids from different societal groups. Premier league kicks are a non-political group which runs as a charity. This group works with BAME kids to try and create inclusive communities. Kicks aims to reduce anti-social behaviour and aid mental health issues through sport. Here it will be outlined how exactly they meet their aims and objectives by a small review of literature outlining how they are needed in society and what affects they have had within society to date.
Main Body
The aims and objectives of PLK offer football for kids from the age ranges of 8-18years old. As they offer free football sessions to all. By giving the opportunity to play football playing, coaching, and overseeing openings within sport. By enhancing mental and physical well being which increase participants self-esteem and socialisation abilities. However, their idea to create cohesive communities is enforced by creating opportunities for individuals to volunteer and giving positive role models which can support social change through education and various employment opportunities. Kicks works alongside the police to strengthen communities, inspiring the youth to respect authorities and promote social integration and diversity. Their objective is to reduce anti-social behaviour and crime prevention by taking the kids off the street onto the pitch. Kicks will work in partnership with children in need for the next three years to establish more support for children at risk suffering from violence by providing mentorship at 48 premiere league clubs.
PLK has been around for fifteen years, it started in 2006 and has proven track record of helping kids through football in the most socially deprived areas. The initiative started with four pilot projects, at Tottenham Hotspur, Manchester City, Fulham, and Brentford. However with three years of  funding confirmed from the Premier League, the programme has developed so that 90 Premier League, EFL and National League clubs can offer sport and education sessions at over 700 locations in local communities where schemes are most needed. It’s estimated that over 175,000 young people took part between 2019-2022 in the programme. The PLK is well respected and has supported thousands of youths to find ways into education, training and employment with volunteering being a key factor.  Kicks state that 20 per cent of the coaching staff began as participants, usually working in the areas they came from. As PLK had been set up in 2006 in an initial enterprise between the Premier League and the Metropolitan Police. 
Sportengland.org, (2019) argues the significance of sport to local government and within communities goes beyond being just sport. It is recognised as being able to bring communities together, as it has a social and cultural influence, which developes social capital and reduces crime and anti-social behaviour. However, Harradine et al., (2004) argues that behaviour associated with ​anti-social typology is helpful as an early labelling of the facts of these behaviours. However, Elliott et al, (1985) argues that antisocial behaviour are related to socioeconomic status, ethnicity and living in socially deprived regions. Meyer et al., (2021) debates that we are presently live in unfamiliar time, with regards to the pandemic of COVID-19, which started in 2019. Rowe, ( 2020) argues that COVID-19 pandemic the world stopped with world-wide lockdowns and positioned sport for discussion throughout pandemic. Evans et al. (2020) explains that, while nation-wide effects were mixed, the world-wide response to COVID-19 triggered  virtually a halt of sport at professional and non-professional levels. Mohr et al.,( 2020) argues football is not essential for our health, so our health must be a priority. Gecas, (1979) argues that middle-class parents are more likely to use reasonable and psychological methods of discipline, permitting their children more independence and choose their own way. (Gecas, 1979) also says that democratic methods of  attitudes concerning  parenting indicates this encourages positive development in academic and cognitive growth Hess, Torney and Valsiner, (2017) agrees that families with lower socioeconomic status are more likely to use physical punishment and be dominant regarding child's conduct, exhibit totalitarian childrearing styles, and use less spoken  appraisal. 
To reduce these inequalities various sports organisations are strongly endorsing different sports as an intervention to aid social inclusion and social mobility. The United Nations, (2008) acknowledges that the implementation of sport is extremely valued to improve social growth and economic development. The International Olympic Committee has developed a scheme, to use sport to implement and advance the Sustainable Development Goals. 
Morris et al., (2003) agrees sport offers an efficient means to enhance individual and societal expansion and has a helpful effect on the youth.  Doty, (2006). Concurs those numerous sports instructors, sport fanatics, and campaigners for sport consider sport can teach positive behaviour morals. However, Cote et al., (2007) says that diverse ranks within sport participation show different social constructs among elite sport and fun sport participants.  Boardley & Kavussanu, (2011) disagree by saying there is sufficient information to imply sport has a harmful effect on social behaviours as Sport entices individuals to do some unlawful actions. Sage, (1998) has shown that sport does not shape personality as participants of team sport are adversely affected by the competitive sports in comparison to individual players. Whereas Kavussanu et al., (2006) says yes sport can offer encouraging learning experience, but it can also cause the participant to the possibility of cheat, dishonest, bullying which can lead to antisocial behaviour. However, Hawkins et al., (1986) adds  that when children behave anti-socially,  it is reliably known to increase low academic achievement  Hops and Cobb, (1974) study in the school classroom found that children were also deficient in educational abilities and attendance was affected negatively. Cantrell and Prinz, (1985) says the correlation concerning antisocial behaviour and non-acceptance within the peer- group has already been established within the literature. (Cohen and Filipczak, 1971) differs by proposing by that educational failure and peer-group rejection is the basis for anti- social behaviour rather than results of antisocial behaviour.  Gendreau et al., 1(977) argues that offenders are normally detained the initially by the age 14 or 15, however criminals who usually offend one-time only are usually arrested later in life. 
Ministry of Justice, (2010a) says that the criminal trials which involves youths aged <18 has dropped in recent years. Figures from 2007 state >240,000 youth were reprehended, the statistics had decreased by twenty five percent, to roughly 172,000 in 2009. However, McAra and McVeigh, (2005) argues police interaction commonly occurs for juvenile from lower socioeconomic groups.  Statistical data signifies that male youths of working-class mainly from BAME, who are regularly on the street are remarkably at risk to have regular negative police communication. Police Community Support Officers were employed in Wales back in 2002 as a backup to confront delinquency and anti-social behaviours.  ​However, PCSOs do not make arrests but they can restrain people when necessary. A PCSO  has power regarding anti-social behaviour, drinking, fixed penalty notices. Loeber, (1982) says literature has recognised certain variables that act as dependable covariates for early and future antisocial behaviour. McAra and McVeigh, (2005) argue that police contact is a usual incident for classes of youth. Previous research indicates that juveniles’ males that are working class, particularly from BAME communities, who are regularly hanging out on the streets are more liable to encounter routine acquaintance with the police. McAra and McVie, (2005) suggests that the police can excessively target the usual suspects. However, Davies,  (2016) says the Wellbeing of Future Generations Act (2015)  focuses on wellbeing of children and all of society due to the well documented disparities affecting individuals in their health and financially.  The social determinates of health are the conditions people experience in their lifetimes. These inequalities are shaped by the dispersal of assets within society both locally and worldwide which are power and money.  World Health Organisation, (2016) says social influences of health and wellbeing are fundamentally blameable for inequities experienced in health, the individual and preventable disparities in health within societies. Although, Socialist Health Association, (1980) argues that inequalities is the manifestation of inadequate prospects and chances  determined by  social class or status. Marmot et al., (2012)  concurs that socioeconomic status is determined by education, wealth, and occupation status. 

Conclusion
Sportengland.org, (2019) argues that the importance of sport within neighbourhoods and for Authorities encompasses far further than just playing the sport.  So, therefore the true usefulness of sports should not be underestimated. As Government systems can separate communities, sport and football can bring society together regardless of differences. As the Wellbeing of Future Generation Act (2015) Wales is about increasing wellbeing and reducing inequalities that have readily been experienced on a grand scale in Wales, PLK programme has the capacity and influence to fulfil the wellbeing goals.  Whilst reducing anti-social behaviour and crime rates.  Sportengland.org, (2019) said that with regular involvement in ​sport, sport can have a positive affect within communities which also fulfils the Future Generations Act (2015) by creating cohesive communities.  As PLK has already experienced proven success here in Swansea and in areas of England, it is time the Government invests in the future of the youth by committing to more funding on a national level. As the same problems exist all over the United Kingdom. As most neighbourhoods are facing drug and alcohol abuse together with crime to fund drug use. More Government research and funding should be made available to such charities. As, the UK experienced Covid -19 pandemic lockdowns mental health issues have grown greatly due to isolation and lack of opportunities.  Football and sport are an essential intervention for communities of all ages.
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