UN Goal No 1 - End Poverty in All Its Forms
The United Nations primary goal to ‘End Poverty in all its Forms’ amongst all nations by 2030 was set in 2015. We are now six years from 2030 but the goal is not going to be achieved. The previous target set by the Millenium Development Goal (MDG) back in 1990, was exceeded before its due date of 2015 by more than halving the absolute poverty from 43% in 1990 to 11% in 2015, (Kaslen, 2021) It was more than halved in Asian countries such as India and China who were experiencing increased economic growth. These countries experienced a widening of the inequality gap which negatively affected poverty reduction. Even so with such encouraging figures new targets were set in 2015 that by 2030 extreme poverty would be eradicated, however, with only six years to 2030 there is little chance of achieving it given the challenges that have been and are being faced around the globe. Today the percentage of people in extreme poverty stands at 7.8%, that is 628 million people, (World Data Lab, 2024) We must not let these things deter us from the goal of zero extreme poverty but rather we must escalate our efforts to find ways in which we can effectively overcome any hurdles and together create a planet where the basic ‘level of income or expenditure required for long-term physical survival, encompassing food, water, clothing, shelter and, increasingly, access to electricity, sanitation, basic education, and healthcare,’ (Kharas & Dooley, 2022) are afforded to every single person on the planet.
[bookmark: _Int_GyI9P0jP]We must factor in events that have hindered progress. The most significant is the COVID-19 pandemic that crippled the entire planet cannot be ignored. It caused the most significant impact by reversing the poverty decline trend through economic loss putting millions of people into poverty. We cannot ignore conflicts, largely those in Ukraine, Afghanistan, Israel, and Syria, which account for 52% (European Union, 2024) of displaced persons. Added to that are human rights violations, persecutions, disasters, violence, and the effects of climate change. It is acknowledged that even before COVID-19 hit a decline in poverty was already slowing down. Asian countries such as India and China, were the biggest contributors to poverty decline given their high economic development. Sub-Saharan Africa and Latin America, although they made a significant dent in their poverty numbers, it was not significant enough to make a striking impact on reducing poverty numbers. Given challenges that are faced, both foreseen and unforeseen, is it viable to expect to completely eradicate poverty? 
An obstacle to completely eradicating extreme poverty is conflict and with conflicts being unpredictable it makes it untenable to complete poverty eradication. Existing major conflicts that are contributing to increases in extreme poverty are those in Afghanistan, Syria, Israel, and Ukraine. They account for a substantial proportion of the percentage increase in people being displaced by external events such as disasters, human rights violations, persecution, violence, and climate change. We must continue to work towards reducing our carbon emissions as well as taking steps to halt or reverse climate change. Countries most notably affected by climate change are those that are in the developing world. These countries already suffer extreme poverty and low economic development and further compounded by climate change of which the effects are experienced most in the developing parts of the world. It is not enough to offer financial support. These countries need more targeted solutions which will be individually addressed later in this paper.
Before we can look at measures to tackle poverty, we need to discern what measures are used and whether they are applicable across all states being measured. The UN uses the international poverty line to compare purchasing power parity (PPP) set against the US dollar of $2.15 (changed in 2017 from $1.90) relative to the country in question. The problem with setting an international standard is that it does not necessarily reflect true standards within the country in question. This is where countries setting their own poverty standards come into play which do not always match that set by the UN. Such discrepancies in poverty measurement have the potential to mask the reality of the problem. The UN has taken steps in recognising that financial aid alone cannot support a country in its efforts to tackle poverty and so a new measure has been adopted called the Multidimensional Poverty Measure (MPM). MPM looks at three aspects that have an impact on poverty; monetary poverty, education, and basic structure. This measure alone sets poverty at a higher level than using the international poverty line alone giving a more realistic measure on those struggling to get their basic needs met. Although it is to be applauded that there is now a measure that goes beyond monetary measures alone it is nonetheless not short of downsides. Indicators, set within the three dimensions mentioned above, are used in MPM to include ‘consumption or income, educational attainment, educational enrollment, drinking water, sanitation, and electricity,’ (World Bank, 2023). They do not include shelter for example.
[bookmark: _Int_urOpM0xX][bookmark: _Int_MsIbeYQQ][bookmark: _Int_PopSP1iz][bookmark: _Int_StpIbumA]What must be understood is that poverty cannot be reduced in isolation of some other UN sustainable goals. Some goals need must be met that contribute towards reduction in poverty. One such goal is the second goal after primary goal of No Poverty; Zero Hunger. A large percentage of those suffering from hunger will be in some level of poverty and lack access to food so the two are intrinsically connected. Of the seventeen sustainable goals set by the UN to be achieved by 2030, seven are identifiable as having some impact on poverty reduction. The second goal cites the eradication of hunger which the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) offers the solution of development to help eradicate both hunger and poverty. What Klasen (2021) offers in his solutions goes beyond just development, instead he states a broader solution is needed if poverty is to be effectively tackled and reduced. As mentioned previously, a broader perspective on reducing poverty is needed and Klasen’s ideas will be explore. Every nation that needs to address poverty has challenges to overcome that are pertinent to that nation. Asian countries such as India and China, who have been in the midst of strong economic growth have succeeded in reducing their poverty numbers, but a side effect of such strong economic growth is that the inequality gap has widened and so slowing their declining poverty rate. Other nations in Latin America and sub-Saharan Africa have succeeded in reducing poverty but not with the same success as Asia. Kharas and Dooley (2022) have in their research have found that Latin America had made significant progress at the beginning of this century but has now slowed considerably and in Africa poverty is on the increase due to population growth and ‘stagnant economic growth’ which was further impeded by the pandemic of 2019. Recent history has had the added burden of a burgeoning climate change with unpredictable and unprecedented weather patterns wreaking havoc not only in agricultural terms but also affecting economic, social, and environmental factors. Millions of people every year are displaced because of the impacts of climate change such as the ice melts, sea level rising and extreme weather patterns affecting the world as a whole but the most severe effects are felt in developing countries; the ones that also have the highest number of poor. Conflicts too cause an increase in poverty and with the problems being ongoing in these areas, humanitarian is a short-term solution.  Sub-Saharan Africa which has a reverse trend in population compared to the rest of the world – population levels are rising where the rest of the world is seeing a decline in population increase – has this aspect that also contributes to the problem of elevated levels of extreme poverty. As can be seen, poverty figures around the world are affected not only by economics but also by other factors such as the pandemic, climate change, fertility issues, and conflicts.
Tackling poverty is not a single dimension solution but rather, as has already been identified by the World Bank, multidimensional. Klasen (2021) recognises that traditional methods of economic growth alone are not a viable solution to eradicating extreme poverty and suggests a different approach. As previously mentioned, poverty figures differ dependent on not only the types of measures used but also on the state or institution carrying out the survey; they can be international, national, or various institutions carrying out the survey. By breaking down the various aspects that affect poverty and tackling them individually can the possibility of significantly reducing poverty be realised. Klasen’s view is ‘a much broader approach will be necessary, in which political and economic stability, the promotion of structural change, the development of social security systems in middle-income countries, new trade policies, the reduction of inequality, a more active population policy in Africa, and investments to overcome country-specific challenges will have to play a central role.’ There is value in this approach which will be explored in this paper.
With measurement data being so problematic due to the lack of consistency, as well as the unreliability of results from international poverty line, which is updated every four to seven years, makes data accuracy problematic. Accuracy of poverty figures aside the problem of eradicating extreme poverty is still an issue that needs a plan of action. Klasen has proposed Gill et. al. (2016) strategy which is based on their study of the Asian countries, namely India and China who have succeeded in significantly reducing their poverty levels. They have identified ‘labour intensive growth’ and ‘investment in the education and health of the poor.’ as two key strengths of action that have contributed to the downward trend in poverty. These countries ranked high in terms of population living in poverty. Total percentage of population in poverty in the Asian countries has fallen from sixty percent in 1990 to under three percent in 2015 (World Bank 2016). Strong economic growth and, education and health of the poor have been key factors in these changes. This strategy would benefit being applied to sub-Saharan Africa and other countries struggling to reduce poverty levels. These countries, the developing countries, need our support in developing their policy strategies and implementing them. What is meant by support is not just financial but in structuring a development plan that will tackle their vulnerable areas to create a robust framework in which they can thrive and survive. The success of the Asian countries relied on the successes of raised income in rural communities through increased agricultural productivity enabling increases of labour in industrialisation which enhanced the growth of the manufacturing and export sector. However, the same model cannot be directly applied to other developing nations, but we must work closely with them to develop their strengths and capabilities to boost economic development and growth. Education and health are key too, in this area, if we are to ensure smooth transitions. Therefore, in this respect, it is imperative that we work closely with our SDG partners in developing strategies that work in tandem with other SDG goals. 
[bookmark: _Int_XsifIzaR]This paper has focused on primary goals of economic development policy and, education and health policies with a recommendation that, especially for the (Asian) countries that have significantly reduced poverty numbers that they develop a social security system that provides minimum support for those succumbing to poverty and so preventing extreme poverty. But as mentioned, steps taken cannot be done in isolation and must work in tandem with other SDGs. As previously mentioned, the education and health of the poor is key in supporting the poor out of poverty. Some countries, particularly African countries continue to have large families and so contributing to increase in population which in turn is increasing levels of poverty. Education in family planning and health education is needed as well as policies to outlaw child marriages. These overlap with UN goals three and four which cover health and well-being and, quality education, respectively. Another crucial area to be addressed whose effects directly impact the global community especially developing countries is climate change.  The devastating effects of climate change are currently most severe in developing countries who do not have the infrastructure to cope with its far-reaching effects. From extreme heat to torrential downpours, to ice melts and rising seas, these unprecedented effects of climate change are impacting agriculture and displacing millions of people every year. The international community must step up and support these developing nations not only financially but through practical help and assistance in developing strategies in dealing with prevention and control. Complete eradication of extreme poverty is impossible when conflict exists in many parts of the world. The difficulty with conflict is the instability and danger within its environment posing heavy risks for humanitarian aid or for the international community to step in to support the vulnerable that are caught in the midst of the conflict. In these instances, the international community can support the country in question into peace negotiations and thus making way for stability and peace for the future.     
Since the pandemic of 2019 it has become apparent that there are weaknesses when unprecedented events occur leaving many of the developing countries even more vulnerable than before. Setbacks were experienced by countries that had made significant dents in their poverty levels exposing a need for a system that provides a safety net for the most vulnerable in a time of crises. Such setbacks have put the 2030 goal in jeopardy and so it is imperative that robust strategies are in place that would safeguard the vulnerable from the negative impacts of such events in future. The development of social security systems would minimise such impacts through providing basic subsistence and so reduce impact severity. 
Recommendations set out above will go a long way in creating a substantial development structure from the developing nations can begins to create self-sufficiency and independence towards a thriving rather than just a surviving nation. 
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