Activity 2: What makes a good introduction?
Your introduction is the first impression your readers will have of your writing. A good introduction will show them that you know what you're talking about and that you're going to complete the task in question. It will also make them want to carry on reading and feel well disposed to what is to come. A bad introduction will have the opposite effect and might even prejudice the reader against the rest of the writing, even if it does improve.

The most common mistakes made by students are:

[image: http://library.bcu.ac.uk/learner/blrnd02.gif]not to include an introduction at all
[image: http://library.bcu.ac.uk/learner/blrnd02.gif]to include an introduction, but one which is unrecognizable as such
[image: http://library.bcu.ac.uk/learner/blrnd02.gif]to include too much background/historical information in the introduction
[image: http://library.bcu.ac.uk/learner/blrnd02.gif]to make the introduction too long

A good introduction will:

[image: http://library.bcu.ac.uk/learner/blrnd02.gif]show that you are going to answer the question or complete the task
[image: http://library.bcu.ac.uk/learner/blrnd02.gif]show that you understand the issues and their implications
[image: http://library.bcu.ac.uk/learner/blrnd02.gif]show how you are going to do this by indicating the structure of your answer and making clear the main areas that you are going to write about (your plan).
[image: http://library.bcu.ac.uk/learner/blrnd02.gif]show evidence that you have carried out some research by making a reference to one of your sources
[image: http://library.bcu.ac.uk/learner/blrnd02.gif]be totally relevant
[image: http://library.bcu.ac.uk/learner/blrnd02.gif]be concise: 8-9% of the total number of words is usually recommended (eg 120 words in a 1500 word assignment).

You want your tutors to say to themselves "Good! This student has understood the question, has done some research and is going to answer the question set, not another one. Let's read on!" 
So more specifically, how do you do this?

[image: http://library.bcu.ac.uk/learner/blrnd02.gif]include a "topic sentence" which indicates the main thrust of your answer. For example:

This essay deals with the economic and political decline in Britain's world role.

This assignment will examine Britain's peculiar unwritten constitution.

Four major features of the influence of human behaviour on planning are considered in this report.

This report will analyse the relative advantages and disadvantages of the different operating systems.

This essay will first describe the recent changes in the tax system and will then go on to argue that these changes are unfair and impracticable.

[image: http://library.bcu.ac.uk/learner/blrnd02.gif]use the same, or very similar, wording as in the question. If part of the question is "Discuss recent developments in communication technology" then in your introduction say something like "This essay will consider recent developments in the field of communication technology and will ... ". Don't leave any room for doubt. 
[image: http://library.bcu.ac.uk/learner/blrnd02.gif]use words and expressions which clearly show the plan behind your writing, for example:

The essay is divided into four main sections.

It will first consider ...

It will then go on to describe ...

The third part compares ...

Finally, some conclusions will be drawn as to ...

The importance of introductions (and conclusions) cannot be stressed too much.
Now, read the examples on the following pages and decide which meet the criteria for a good introduction.

Activity 2: What makes a good introduction?
Look at the introduction below:
Essay question: Explain how academic skills are useful when working in health and social care. 
Academic skills have often been considered as different to employability skills. In this essay, I will discuss how they overlap by considering three examples. I will argue that skills in research, writing and critical thinking mean that better care can be provided to service users. I will take each of these skills in turn, discussing what they involve and how they apply to a health and social care context.

What is the purpose of each sentence?
1.  

2.  

3.  

4. 

How could this introduction be improved?
·  
· 



Look at these two introductions from student essays in the Cottrell (2019) book. 

Essay question: The ethical implications of stem cell research outweigh the benefits – discuss. 
[NB stem cells are cells that can grow into other types of cells – they can be used for research or in treatments to replace diseased cells with healthy cells]

Corrigan et al. (2006) describe stem cell research as ‘something of a political, ethical, social and legal minefield’. In this essay I shall explore this ‘minefield’, examining key arguments for and against stem cell research from the perspective of both the perceived benefits and the ethics of such research. I shall argue that whilst the potential benefits, as opposed to the actual benefits, of stem cell research are great enough to justify its continuance, great care must be taken to address more subtle social ethical implications such as access to stem cell therapies and unrealistic expectations of what stem cell research can achieve. 
(Cottrell, 2019, p.337)

Stem cell research is an emotional issue, which leaves audiences divided. Is it something that might save countless human beings or an immoral activity, responsible for the deaths of thousands of babies? There are strong arguments on both sides, as this essay will show. 
(Cottrell, 2019, p.341)

Which is the better introduction and why? What are the problems with the other one?
·  
·  
·  
· 
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