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For my dissertation I want to explore the key differences in the legal and social rights of women in Islam in regards to Western and Sharia Law. To do this I will explore the legal and social rights that women are entitled to in regards to western law and also Sharia Law.
To look into what the law says in regards to women about marriage laws, divorce laws, their right to own property and what is acceptable for them to wear in society. In addition, I will also look at how women in the Quran are represented. For Instance, I will explore what the views of women are in the Quran whether they are held in equal regards to their male counterparts or lower. An example of women in the Quran include the wives of Noah and Lot who were punished for their betrayal and disbelief, showing the consequence for those who disbelief.
I will also explore women in Muslim Family Law and what their roles and privileges. For instance, in classical Muslim family Law women are very much portrayed as lesser in comparison to their husbands. In regards to custody women have the right of custody to their children up until the age of seven for sons and nine for daughters, once at that age they are given custody to their paternal relatives, the family line very much reflects a patriarchal family. Also, women lose custody if her behaviour is immoral. In addition to custody, a woman cannot remarry immediately if her husband divorces her, this period is known as Iddah, this is done so that if she is pregnant no confusion about the paternity of the child will be raised and also serves as a chance for reconciliation. 
I want to explore this topic as the topic of women’s rights and Islam are some of the present day’s much talked about topics. The legal and social rights of women in Islam are more likely attributed to being negative, I want to write about this topic to show that women’s rights in the western world is not oppressive as some would say and that while Islam as a whole is not oppressive towards women, the way in which women are spoken about in the Quran as well as how women are treated in the present day under Islamic law shows that there is a gap between women’s legal and social rights in the west compare to sharia law.
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