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Reflective Fieldwork Journal
During this module you will visit a number of sites on fieldwork.  At each site you should keep detailed notes relating to the following issues:

•	Landscape Character
•	Landscape Quality
•	Designations
•	Use
•	Access
•	Future Potential


These notes should subsequently be written up into a reflective and critical account of the landscape at each location, which incorporates relevant academic and policy related literature and provides suggestions sustainable approaches to recreational development at the site.  Maps, sketches and photographic evidence should be used as appropriate.  You should include details of two fieldwork sites in the main body of the work, and include the notes relating to the third in an appendix.
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Assignment Checklist

· Please complete the Personal Evaluation section of the Assessment Feedback sheet, add your name and details, and paste the whole of this assignment document into the front of your assignment

· Submission is a single word file, clearly labelled with your name and module code
· Font style - Times New Roman, size -12 for text and 14 for headings
· Ink colour – black only
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· Quotations more than three lines to be indented 1 line spacing
· One line space between paragraphs, paragraphs must be left aligned
· Pagination (your assignment should have page numbers) 
· All tables and figures are internally referenced and have a title
· Word count checked and written at end of text (before references and any appendix)
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· All references in the text are included in the reference list
· Correct referencing following the Harvard style, as described in the Palgrave study skills book ‘Cite them Right’.
· Correct spelling using UK English
· Correct use of punctuation
· Grammar and syntax correct- double check anything that has a green line under it
· I have read my assignment out loud to myself and it makes sense and is easy to read
· Somebody else has read my work and it makes sense to him or her!
· I have checked and I have not plagiarised 
Failure to follow these guidelines will cost you marks!
Reflective Journal

In this reflective account I will be analysing and comparing two different locations Glyncorrwg Ponds, which is found in the Afan Forest as well as Dinefwr Park which is located near Llandeilo. From these two sites I will be looking at a range of issues which include; landscape character, landscape quality, designations, access followed by future progress and some different measures that may be taken into consideration for future development. 

What is Landscape?

Firstly, when looking at what is landscape? Followed by how it may be defined as is, as, “a section or expanse of rural scenery, usually extensive, that can be seen from a single viewpoint.” (www.dictionary.com, 2019). However, when comparing landscape character and landscape quality from both the locations at Glyncorrwg Ponds in the Afan Forest and Dinefwr Park in Llandeilo. 

Landscape Character is “The physical geology and topography, combined with the green cover, are major contributors to the structure and the aesthetic aspects of landscapes. These have combined with cultural, historic, social and economic influences over centuries to create the unique and distinctive character of the AONB.” (Ccwwdaonb.org.uk, 2020)

However, this being said, when looking at what landscape quality is defined as, we can see that” Landscape quality can encompass many elements including environmental pollution and cleanliness, visual and aesthetic quality and perception of personal security.” (Forest Research, 2020)

Glyncorrwg Ponds

The first destination that I visited was Glyncorrwg Ponds which is situated in the southern side of what is known as the Afan Valley. After haven been given a tour from two individuals who work at the new mountain bike centre, when looking at the landscape character, Glyncorrwg Ponds lies in the Afan Forest Valley and as the name in itself indicates they are found in Afan Park in a valley where in the last ice age there was a glacier that used to run through. As a result of past mining activities the valley bottom has been significantly modified. Nevertheless, there is a Mosaic landscape throughout, the valley bottom contains substantial deciduous tree cover. 
(Npt.gov.uk.,2020). Despite this being said, on our tour around the area our guides explained to us how six years ago there was a lot of deforestation as trees felled as a result to a disease from Holland therefore leaving the area with a large loss in tress. 

Furthermore, when on tour we were explained that the land on which the mountain bike centre was built upon, it is community leased and as a result, there has been a campsite which has been developed for tourists to make the most of their stay at Glyncorrwg Ponds which also includes an outdoor gym for those who would like to keep their fitness routines going. 

When looking at the history of our first destination Glyncorrwg Ponds, our location is based in the Afan Forest it was known to be one of the more socioeconomically deprived areas of the valley and as a result of its location it used to be a facility for mining. However, as a result of the mines being closed down during the seventies, this inevitably lead to a lot of people losing jobs and therefore as a consequence of this, in the early nineties those living in the village decided to take full advantages of their surroundings as well as their lakes down the narrow valley. (Glyncorrwgpondsvisitorcentre.co.uk, 2020)

This being said, at Glyncorrwg there was therefore a new imaginative regeneration project despite it being an important location due to mining and as a result of this, there has thus been a substantial recreation use within the valley, above all in the Afan Forest Park. This is undoubtedly the main use however in the past they would farm deciduous trees and larch to pop up mines.

Support from the local government and the co-operative have consequently allowed the regeneration of the three ponds at Glyncorrwg. As a result of this, there has been three man-made lakes which have been developed for a range of tourists. However, when looking at the quality of the land, we are able to find here a sustainable wind farm. The wind farm is located up the valley and its main benefit is that it is functional despite the direction of the wind. There is a total of twelve turbines which provide sustainable energy to the nearby local area. The energy produced is the equivalent of providing this sustainable energy to 14,370 homes. (Llynfiafanrep.com, 2020)
  
The first pond that we were taken to was the one closest to the centre and the main and only attraction to this pond was the fishing that is taken place annually in this location. It was in 1994 when fishing started in the river Corrwg which is a tributary of the Afan river. In 2007 the Glyncorrwg Ponds was voted one of the best still water fisheries in Wales by the Visit Wales website. You may also find a range of different fresh water species such as rainbow trout, bream, tench and carp. (Glyncorrwgpondsvisitorcentre.co.uk, 2020)

In the making of these man-made ponds the seconded lake that we visited offered a range of activities such as canoeing, kayaking as well as fishing. Despite this, there was the initial idea of creating a wave garden but unfortunately this initiative did not get enough support to be put through. Finally, the last pond has been left untouched as much as possible as a result to protect the wildlife. As a result of this species such as otters, have also come to the third lake.  

Along with the funding for this regeneration project, there was also funding for the bridge along the path of these three lakes. This been said, according to our tour guides there has not been any further funding for the bridge maintenance to follow it up and as a result no-one wants to take responsibility for it, making it not safe. Continuously, when looking at the access of the area there is easy access to be able to arrive at the centre. However, this being said, the brown tourist signs were very costly as they ranged approximately between £500 and £1,000. The centre on the other hand, has however been able to make it easy for tourists to be able to find it without any difficulties. Additionally, there is also public access all year round allowing tourists to visit the centre at any time during the year.      

As a result, “The Park is central to the Authority's Tourism Growth Action Plan which includes the creation of a mountain bike centre of excellence” (Npt.gov.uk.,2020). There is now also a Mountain Biking Café as the idea of funding was brought in as well as providing tracks for hikers of all levels, they are also having the opportunity to make up their own routes using Ordinance Survey maps (Glyncorrwgpondsvisitorcentre.co.uk, 2020)

There are some world class mountain biking trails including some technical trails too, providing opportunities for all individual with different abilities. Not only this, but as a result of the mountain biking centre, bikes may also be hired. For those who seek a different type of adventure there is a range of other opportunities that can be gained; horse-riding along with fishing and learning about the local area and its heritage are some of the other activities that may also be done. (Glyncorrwgpondsvisitorcentre.co.uk, 2020)

This being said, when looking at designations of the area of Glyncorrwg, on our tour it was explained that it cannot sustain National Trust status as they do not have enough funding nor enough staff for national park status. However, the benefit if this were to happen in the future would be that it will remove a lot of red tape that a National Park has. In addition to this, the Forestry Commission England is what keeps the Avon Valley in use as well as the use of the second phase valley. 

Lastly, for Glyncorrwg Ponds when looking at the future potential of the area, there was a disused indoor centre with great potential to be used as a further attraction to include at this centre. There has also been forty years of regeneration in the Afan Valley with the publication by Natural Resource Wales. Further links with Apalachee or Apalacheaon university have also had interest in visiting this site as a result for the re-generation project. 

Dinefwr Park

On the other hand, our second location which we visited was Dinefwr Park which is owned by the National Trust since the late eighties. This place is without a doubt iconic, when looking at the history due to the fact that both the forts that are found in the Dinefwr Park goes back two thousand years showing evidence of a dominant Roman Presence (National Trust, 2020). When looking at both the landscape character and the landscape quality of this area we were given a guided tour of Dinefwr Park. We were able to see how all the land and the grounds have been controlled by man. Dinefwr Park used to be an English village where during the 17th century and the 18th century English families shared the land with the town house as the main aspect. 

However, despite this the Welsh took back over and therefore they have made this main house more prosperous than what the English had already done and as a result, we were told on our guided tour that the Newton house can accommodate up to seven thousand people in just three days. During our guided tour, we were also able to see the extensive wealth in the house as the timber that was used to construct came from timber of the sixteenth century, this timber was also used in order to build a medieval banquet hall. This medieval banquet hall is found underneath the fountain which was built in 1860. However, when looking at how prestige the Newton Town House is, it will cost an immense figure of seventy thousand pounds in order to get it restored. 

There are trees which reach the incredible figure from up to three hundred and four hundred years old. They are found in the ancient woodland which reaches up to one hundred and twenty acres. The different types of trees that may be found are those such as ash, cherry ash, oak amongst many more. These trees were placed in order to hide features in the landscape where the wealthy English families did not like to seen such people as the lower class, working on their land. Not only this, but they had even sunken a road far from the house in order to hide the movements of the slaves and traders, so that they did not spoil the view for the much higher class individuals who lived and visited the estate, despite this being a holiday home that was mainly used in the summer. In addition to this, when looking at the uses from the woodland, trees were felled and sold for furniture from the fifties up until the eighties.  

You may also find a deer park at the rear side of the house which is all natural and is a major attraction for all types of tourists. The type of deer that may be found in this location are known as fallow deer, this being said between the seventieth century and the eighteenth century the men of Newton Town House would shoot the deer as if it were to be a game hence being able to control the amount of deer in their back yard. Bracken is also controlled to not overgrow but at the same time it is then kept to its natural line rather than allowing it to become uncontrollable. HAHA’s were created in order to separate livestock from the luxurious house. This was due to the fact that wealth in those days was measured by the amount of land that was owned therefore having barriers such as fences or hedges would have a negative outlook. Therefore, due to the fact of having HAHA’s this thus resulted in a much more natural look as the dip of the HAHA’s are hidden when stood back, enhancing the amount of land that was supposedly owned. When looking at the designations for Dinefwr Park it is a SSSI (Sight of Special Scientific Interest), not only this but it is also the first parkland National Nature Reserve (NNR) in Wales and a small-scale version of Welsh heritage and its natural history.  
 
Lastly, when looking at the future potential, the National trust are fighting over sections of the house which are privately owned and they are listed at an incredible figure of £1.8 million. The trust will therefore be looking to restore it and the income that is received will go towards new projects building either another café or bistro.  
  


Relationship between Landscape and Recreation


When looking at the relationship between landscape and recreation, I personally find that the area in which an individual grows up has a significant effect on the relationship that they may have with the landscape. After having read (Zhang et al., 2013), this article goes on to explain how in Fuyang, Hangzhou, China there is a pattern for the desire to be able to be in close proximity to an urban green area. 

As a result of this analysis, what I have gathered from reading this article is that the location and the way in which the landscape is perceived will have a major effect on an individual’s relationship with recreation. Having green spaces in urban environments such as Fuyang, Hangzhou, China shows that people are much more encouraged to go outside and make use of these urban green spaces. I personally feel that it is much more appealing for people to go outside when the landscape looks interesting, green and full of life. Therefore, as a result of this study, we are able to see the enjoyment of individuals followed by an improvement in peoples wellbeing as well as further improvements in landscape aesthetic quality and recreational and ecological functions.    
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