
Academic Writing for Ancient Civilisations (Summer Semester 

2024) - Final Exam (maximum score 100 points) 
 

QUESTION 1 (4 points) 

Divide up the following paragraph into three shorter paragraphs. Indicate the first 
4 words of the new paragraph. 
 

Most people tend to think of Lewis Carroll as some slightly eccentric character who 
wrote children’s stories set in a wonderful make believe land that appealed both to 
kids and adults alike. But in fact his real name was the Reverend Charles Dodgson 
and he was far more than a writer. He was born in 1832 and spent much of his 
childhood doing magic shows for his brothers and sisters. He then went away to 
school at Rugby before getting his degree at Oxford University. His most famous 
books are Alice in Wonderland, written in 1865, and Through a Looking Glass which 
he wrote seven years later. Alice was based on the daughter of the Dean of Christ 
Church, which was the college at Oxford where Carroll later became Professor of 
Mathematics. He was in fact a terribly boring professor, so bad in fact that his 
students asked for him to be replaced. Besides writing children’s stories and 
mathematical treatises, he also wrote an incredible number of letters. In fact from 
the age of 29 to his death in 1898, he wrote no less than 98,271 letters. Many of 
these letters were written in mirror language, or back to front, so that they had to be 
read from the end to the beginning, and most contained some kinds of puzzles. 
When he wasn’t writing or listening to his musical box being played backwards 
Carroll invented all kinds of things including a prototype travelling chess set, double-
sided sticky tape, and a new Proportional Representation scheme for electing 
members of parliament. In Carroll’s system each candidate could give the votes 
given to him to another candidate. He might well have been the fi rst person to make 
a self-photographing device and he later became one of the leading portrait takers 
of his time – notably of young girls like Alice. 
 

ANSWER 1: 

 

 

 

QUESTION 2 (10 points) 

In the following Abstract where possible choose (c). Where not possible choose the 
most appropriate linker (a or b). 
 

Dreams play a key role in our lives. (1) (a) Also, they (b) They also (c) They reveal 
important patterns in the way our brains work. (2) (a) Therefore it is (b) It is thus (c) 
It is important to understand how they are created, how they relate to each other 
and what their effects on our waking lives are. This work presents the design, 
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realization and validation of a new paradigm to effectively teach dream mechanics in 
secondary schools. (3) (a) In particular the (b) Specifically, the (c) The project was 
devised in close collaboration with high school teachers and offered to 180 students. 
The guiding principle was that classes should have a relevant laboratory component, 
where students could have an active role with hands-on training. (4) (a) At the same 
time, students (b) In fact, students (c) Students would have the means to learn the 
mathematical tools and the underlying physical models, used to describe  
experiments, analyze data and discuss the results. (5) (a) Last, but not least, 
teachers (b) Lastly teachers (c) Teachers should be able to motivate students to 
study dream mechanics, by highlighting its connections to everyday life and to other 
disciplines such as anthropology, philosophy and medicine. (6) (a) Bearing in mind 
all these objectives, we (b) We thus (c) We formulated the following learning 
program based on lectures, seminars, experiments, data analysis and discussion of 
the results. The workshops were held in the classroom, and the theoretical 
framework and software tools were introduced. We started with the study of 
nightmares using an EMR device. (7) (a) In addition practical (b) Furthermore 
practical (c) Practical examples of nightmare mechanics were investigated both with 
a brain scan and a SOGNO circuit. (8) (a) In actual fact we (b) In detail we (c) We 
investigated dream mechanics in different cultures: (9) (a) specifically, Australian (b) 
namely, Australian (c) Australian aborigines, the Italian mafia and Japanese 
industrialists. (10) (a) Finally, the (b) In summary the (c) The interaction of dream 
scenarios with everyday reality 
was investigated. 

 

ANSWER 2: 
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QUESTION 3 (10 points) 

Write one sentence combining the information given in the three 
columns in the table. 
 
Useful link words: although, though, but, despite this, however, nevertheless, which 
 

 

 

 

 

ANSWER 3: 
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QUESTION 4 (10 points) 

Replace the part in bold with just one appropriate preposition. 

 

 

ANSWER 4: 

 

 

 

 

QUESTION 5 (10 points) 

The following extract is from the end of the Introduction where the authors 
outline the structure of the rest of the paper. It is unnecessarily long – 130 
words. Reduce it to under 100 words. 
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ANSWER 5: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTION 6 (6 points) 

Delete any unnecessary phrases in this extract from the Review of the Literature. 
You only need to delete phrases – do not make any other changes. 
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ANSWER 6: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTION 7 (10 points) 

Write one synonym for each of the words / phrases in bold. (10 points) 

 

 

 

ANSWER 7: 
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QUESTION 8 (25 points) 

Which parts of these paragraphs show you the student writer's voice and which 

parts show you the indirect external voice (paraphrases) or the direct external 

voice (quotations) of other authors? Highlight the different voices using different 

colours. 

 

 

ANSWER 8: 
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QUESTION 9 (10 points) 

Are the situations below acceptable? Write ‘yes’ or ‘no’ next to each one. 

 

 

ANSWER 9: 
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QUESTION 10 (5 points) 

The following text is part of a report on waterborne diseases. Some verbs and 
other words - such as ‘not’, and some adverbs - have been removed. The missing 
words are shown in brackets. Decide on the appropriate tense in each case, and 
write the correct form in the gaps. 
 

N.B. one verb is not in the Past or Present Perfect. 

 

ANSWER 10: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

END OF EXAM 


