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Reasons for Choosing Topic:
The reason I am choosing to research the topic of Mercenaries in the Cold War era is due to both a personal interest in the subject and a belief that such an area requires more thorough examination and study. From a personal perspective, the proverbial “soldier for hire” that stands outside of a regular professional army but is still very prevalent in both well-known and obscure wars have interested me for some time. In the specific example proposed below, the exploits of Mike Hoare and mercenaries in both the Congo Crisis and wider conflicts is fascinating. From an academic perspective, the role that Mercenaries played during the numerous conflicts of the Cold War is one that can help academics understand the proxy nature of conflicts in the Cold War as well as understated the role that these mercenaries played in altering the course of these conflicts and nations. Again, in the proposal below, the role of Mercenaries in the Congo Crisis and wider post-colonial conflicts in Africa represent numerous avenues for study. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Preliminary Summary of Themes, Aims and Objectives:
The topic I wish to research into is that of Mercenaries and their involvement in the various of the Cold War. More specifically, the focus will eventually fall to a specific conflict, Individual or company. As of now, one such area that I propose to investigate is the role of Mike Hoare and his role in the Congo Crisis of 1961 – 1965. During this period Hoare led two different mercenary companies employed by the Congolese government and played a key role in helping stabilise the country. 
For the dissertation, the themes would be focusing on:
· Mike Hoare through the lens of Microhistory
· The effectiveness of the mercenaries against Congolese forces
· The extent of the role played by the mercenaries
· The reasons why they originally hired.
The aims and objectives of the dissertation could be:
· To analyse the role that Mercenaries played in the conflict.
· To analyse the effectiveness of the mercenary forces and to what extent their actions impacted the outcome of the conflict.
· To study the character of both Mike Hoare and those that he employed and judge what this can tell us about mercenaries in general and in this period.
· To look at the style and nature of this type of conflict and what it can tell us about warfare.
· To relate the role that mercenaries played in this conflict to both past, current and future conflicts and use this as a study of both their positives and detractions.
As of now though, this still requires further research and editing before a firm question can be set. 
Brief Preliminary List of Primary and Secondary Sources (mention any relevant archives, etc. here):
As of the writing of this proposal, the research is ongoing and thus only a limited number of sources have been found:
Primary Sources
M. Hoare, Congo Mercenaries. London: Robert Hale Ltd, 1991. 
M. Hoare, The Road to Kalamata: A Congo Mercenary’s Personal Memoir. London: Pretence Hall & IBD, 1989. 
A. Meckler, Mercenaries. London: Macdonald and Company Ltd, 1970.
A. Meckler, The New Mercenaries: The History of the Hired Soldier from the Congo to the Seychelles. London: Paragon House, 1987. 
Secondary Sources
A. Meckler, Mercenaries. London: Macdonald and Company Ltd, 1970.
A. Meckler, The New Mercenaries: The History of the Hired Soldier from the Congo to the Seychelles. London: Paragon House, 1987. 

