[bookmark: _GoBack]Discuss how art and architecture were used as a medium of communication to convey political and ideological messages in the Roman Empire?


This essay discusses political and ideological messages being conveyed with the use of art and architecture as a medium of communication in the Roman Empire. It will examine architecture before the time of Augustus as a comparison to the Augustinian period. The ideologies of restoration, victory and peace will be discussed during this essay. Primary sources such as coins and the accounts of Suetonius and of Augustus himself will be used alongside scholarly sources to evaluate the question posed. 

Previously no major buildings were built as it was seen as a way to win the pleb vote[footnoteRef:1]. Artistic representation of people also changed under Augustinian rule as statues moved away from depicting people as old, wise men to the perpetually young looking Augustus[footnoteRef:2]. [1:  Zanker, P. (2018) 2nd ed. ‘The Power of Images in the Age of Augustus’. pp.18-19]  [2:  Zanker, P. (2018) 2nd ed. ‘The Power of Images in the Age of Augustus’. pp.293-295.] 


Suetonius said in Aug. 28 that Augustus “found Rome a city of brick and left it a city of marble.”[footnoteRef:3] This supports the evidence as the majority of the ancient buildings in Rome date from the time of Augustus and the emperors who followed. Before this, as Suetonius says, buildings were made of brick and were therefore less lasting as monuments.  [3:  Suetonius, Aug. 28.] 


Restoration of Rome to its former glory in the Roman Republic was a major aim of Augustus. 81 temples were restored in Rome[footnoteRef:4], highlighting the great impact of religion upon the restoration. The Pantheon was built in this period of restoration, a temple for all gods to be worshiped together rather than at separate temples. The temple of Apollo was build next to the home of Augustus, strengthening the link between the two as Apollo was the patron god of Augustus[footnoteRef:5]. The Forum of Augustus was built joining it to the Forum of Julius Caesar, heightening Augustus’ image of being the son of a god[footnoteRef:6]. The secular games were also restored by Augustus, taking place in Nicopolis. [4:  Zanker, P. (2018) 2nd ed. ‘The Power of Images in the Age of Augustus’. p.110. ]  [5:  Zanker, P. (2018) 2nd ed. ‘The Power of Images in the Age of Augustus’. pp.67-68. ]  [6:  Zanker, P. (2018) 2nd ed. ‘The Power of Images in the Age of Augustus’. pp.194-195. ] 


“I built the temple of Mars the Avenger and the Forum Augustum on private ground from the proceeds of booty. I built the theatre adjacent the temple of Apollo on ground in large part bought from private owners, and provided that it should be called after Marcus Marcellus, my son-in-law.” - Augustus, Res Gestae 21.[footnoteRef:7]  [7:  Augustus, Res Gestae 21] 


This quote from Augustus himself shows the view of Augustus on his programme of building. This programme began with the commission to build his mausoleum, a vast architectural work in Rome[footnoteRef:8]. This was a a political move on his part to sway the population to his side. [8:  Zanker, P. (2018) 2nd ed. ‘The Power of Images in the Age of Augustus’. pp.72-75. ] 


Victory was another major ideology implemented in Augustinian art and architecture. It was a significant ideology as Rome was continuously victorious in expanding the empire and defeating oppositions. The Pantheon arch and the Orange arch are two architectural representations of victory in Rome in the time of Augustus. Victory over Marc Antony and Cleopatra in Egypt was shown in Rome with Obelisks being brought from Egypt to Rome[footnoteRef:9]. The Obelisk was paired with a sundial and the shadow from the dial would reach the Ara Pacis at a certain point in the year. [9:  Zanker, P. (2018) 2nd ed. ‘The Power of Images in the Age of Augustus’. p.144. ] 


Augustus highlighted the ideology of peace in art and architecture in the period. Peace was an important ideology as the period marked the first time in centuries that Rome was in a period of peace for more than a few years. The Ara Pacis Auguste, the alter of Augustan peace, was produced on 30th January 9 BC. The alter is dedicated to Pax, the Roman goddess of peace and depicts artistic representations of Roman prosperity and peace. One wall of the alter depicts Augustus and Aeneas, showing the founder of Rome and the man who re-shaped the city[footnoteRef:10]. Coins minted in this period are primary sources as to the beliefs of the Roman people at this time. The coin shown below depicts Augustus on the obverse and the image of Pax, the goddess of peace, on the reverse. This shows the view held by many that Augustus brought peace to Rome. It also shows an artistic representation of the ideology of peace in the Augustinian period as this coin was produced approximately AD 20. [10:  Zanker, P. (2018) 2nd ed. ‘The Power of Images in the Age of Augustus’. pp.212-213. ] 
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Fig. 1: Silver cistophorus, AD 20, showing Augustus on the obverse and Pax holding caduceus in right hand, cista mystica with snake right, all within wreath and “PAX” on the reverse (BMC 691; RIC 476). 

To conclude, art and architecture was used in a number of was to convey political and ideological messages in the Roman Empire. This was especially prevalent during the time of Augustus when artistic representation changed rapidly and included the heavy influence of Hellenistic art and architecture. The ideologies used in art and architecture included those of reconstruction, victory and peace, along with the idea of Roman prosperity and the ‘Golden Age’ of the Roman Empire under Augustus. Temples, coins and statues were the most popular mediums of portraying these ideologies, but there are also literary accounts by the likes of Suetonius and by Augustus himself. Art and architecture were vital to politics during the period as it swayed people to one view or another.
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