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Introduction
Evidence based policing has a significant role in preventing crime and keeping the public safe. The models used help police look at issues within communities and protect the public. Some of these issues could be anti-social behavior to knife crime, all of which affect the public’s safety. So, using evidence-based policing, police can tackle these issues at the source to try and combat them.
Main Body
Evidence Based Policing (EBP) was created by Lawerence Sherman (1998). He describes it as “police practices should be based on scientific evidence about what works best.” Meaning that through trial and error and the gathering of data and evidence from those trials can help improve the way the Police are able to investigate and protect the public from crime. The Collage of Policing (no date) says that the use of EBP can assess the way the intervention by the Police can lower or prevent crime based on the evidence that is gathered from new techniques. EBP is used in multiple ways in the Police service. The objectives of EBP according to (Wheller, June 2019) is the creation of new evidence to help police support vulnerable areas within communities to aid in the prevention of crime, implement initiatives that work in the protection of the vulnerable against crime and to see that in the future evidence-based approaches are ingrained into the police. 
According to Rawlings (2023) traditional policing is reactive, meaning that when the police get a call they will react quickly. Traditional policing looks at public safety and the perception of safety. It does not work towards the prevention of crime but reacting quickly to situations, police would not think situations fully, meaning that there is not as much thought as to if additional resources should be used in different situations. 
SARA is used by police to plan how they are going to try to prevent crime and in the interest of public safety SARA stands for Scanning, Analysis, Response and Assessment College of Policing (2022). Police use this model to identify problems and plan out how they are going combat the issue at hand. Scanning is used to identify problems that may cause harm to the public or call for police attention. The purpose of scanning is to identify specific problems that affect the community. Police will analyze the information that they gather to plan a way to deal with these issues. Implementing actions to address the causes of these issues identified in the analysis stage is key in preventing crime. The final stage is the assessment stage, where they look at the impact that the response has made and will decide if it has had the desired effect. College of Policing (2022). 
The National Intelligence Model (NIM) is a business model used to gather, evaluate, and manage information and use it to make effective decisions devised by the National Criminal Intelligence Service HMICFRS (2023). According to Blackstone's (2023) NIM uses the intelligence that is gathered and is used to determine the priorities of policing and how to deal with them. It looks at the problem and what resources could be used to better the problem at the cause. Whether that be patrols or police stationed in areas known to be targeted by crime to try and deter people from committing crime. 
An example of how EBP is used in the police would be knife crime. This has been a large issue in the UK for years, especially in larger cities where there are many reasons as to why people carry knives. According to the College of Policing (2019), some of these reasons knives are carried are for self-protection and fear. People who have previously been victims of crime will carry around knives so that they feel like they can defend themselves if they are the target of crime again. Self-presentation is another reason. People who may be in gangs or want ‘street credibility’ may carry around a weapon to gain ‘respect’ from others. Finally, others may carry weapons to facilitate another's behavior in events such as theft or sexual assault. Using the fear of violence from a weapon to force a person to do what they want at the time. Gang activity is also a large cause of knife crime in the UK. Mike Parker (2023) reported that in Scotland 30% of children aged 12-17 carried a knife at some point but it is infrequent. But evidence suggests that knife carrying peaks at the age of 14, young people would be more susceptible to peer pressure from those around them and wanting to ‘fit in’ with those around them. Police must look at various categories that knives could be involved in crime and according to the collage of Policing (2021) these five categories are: associated with the drugs trade, in domestic violence, robbery, conflict within and between gangs and groups and in conflicts between individuals. Police can use intelligence that they have gathered to try and target areas that have an elevated level of knife crime for multiple reasons. Police will look for patterns in the reports of knife crime and will use that to make a targeted response and it will give insight as to why knife crime is being committed in the area, this could be if they are happening around bars or cash machines. But alternatively, the patterns within knife crime can also help point out any rising levels of hate crime towards a particular group or the targeting of elderly people. The types of weapons being used, and hospital records can also be informative to the police. This is according to the Collage of Policing (2021). 
The police have implemented a civil order called the Knife crime prevention order (KCPO). The Metropolitain Police This order is for anyone aged 12 or older who is caught carrying a knife on their person regularly or is convicted of a knife related offence. This will allow intervention early and support young people into diverting from carrying a weapon and to make better life choices. The KCPO includes positive reinforcements, engaging with charities and engaging in new skills. Another part of the order is the restrictions that are placed on individuals. Teh restrictions could be not being allowed in certain places, not engaging with certain individuals or a set curfew, this is to try and curve the behavior of young people so that they have a chance to change their lives for the better. 
Another example would be Operation Sceptre. This operation is run nationally and targets vulnerable people that could commit knife crime. Surrey Police (no date) write that the operation targets young people and educates them on the risks of knife crime and the legal consequences of carrying a knife. The operation has officers engage with people of the community to educate them about the risks and harm that knives will have on their and others' lives. They have several responses that they use to enforce laws against knife crime. Dedicated units that patrol high risk areas that are part of an intelligence led active response that uses intelligence that is gathered from the area and create responses that would be best fit to tackle the problem. Some stations also have ‘amnesty bins’ where people can anonymously get rid of any knives that they have and not get in trouble with the law. This is so that knives can be disposed of safely, without running the risk of others picking up the knife and using it to cause harm to others or themselves. There are several locations around the UK that have amnesty bins taking the responsibilities from the police and allow others to do it for themselves so that they can have a fresh start. 
Conclusion
Evidence-based policing greatly impacts how policing, the way crime prevention has improved over the years. Investigative techniques and preventative measures to protect the community and the people within it. The models used to create responses are essential for evidence-based policing, using intelligence and evidence to create practices that will better police work and public safety. Seeing how results from the trials of evidence-based practices can show how the community can benefit or have a disadvantage from these responses to crime that the police have put into practice. 
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