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Classical Criminology and Evidence-based policing

Classical criminology is a school of thought within criminology which seeks to explain criminal behavior from an individual's perspective, with an emphasis on understanding why people commit crimes, rather than on how to prevent it. Classical criminology informs evidence-based policing by providing valuable insight into the motivations and thought processes of criminals. This knowledge can help law enforcement personnel develop proactive strategies to prevent crime. In the case of burglary, for example, , classical criminology would suggest that understanding the criminal's motivations and thought processes is essential in order to develop effective strategies to deter potential burglars. For example, a classical criminologist might point out that burglars are often motivated by financial gain and that they typically plan their crime in advance to minimize the risk of being caught. With this information, law enforcement personnel can create strategies to identify potential burglars before they can commit the crime, such as increasing surveillance around high-value properties or providing incentives for witnesses to come forward(Telep, 2018). Understanding the motivation and thought process of a burglar can help law enforcement personnel create more effective deterrents, such as installing alarms or other security measures. Classical criminology also informs evidence-based policing by emphasizing the importance of proportionate punishment. Police officers must be aware of the consequences of their actions and ensure that they are appropriate given the crime committed. This could involve utilizing community-based punishments, such as restorative justice, or alternative forms of sentencing, such as drug treatment or community service. 




Key ideas and theories
Classical criminology school of thought sought to explain crime and criminality from a rational and scientific perspective. It was based on the notion that criminal behaviour is a product of free will, and that individuals have the ability to choose between criminal and non-criminal behaviour. The key ideas and theories associated with classical criminology include:

1. Rational choice theory – This theory states that individuals make criminal choices based on a cost-benefit analysis.  Classical criminology is based on the notion that criminals are rational actors who make a conscious decision to commit a crime after weighing the risks and rewards. The areas of emphasis of rational choice theory are criminal possibilities and the processes by which individuals decide whether or not to perpetrate a crime when presented with such an opportunity (McCarthy & Chaudhary, 2014). When potential rewards outweigh the potential costs, individuals are more likely to choose to engage in criminal behavior. It also advocates for a rational approach to crime prevention, focusing on the individual offender and prescribing punishments that are tailored to their particular needs and circumstances.

2. Deterrence theory – This theory states that the threat of punishment can act to deter people from engaging in criminal behaviours. This means that police should focus on creating an environment in which people will be deterred from committing crimes in the first place, rather than relying solely on apprehension and punishment after the fact. For example, police could focus on increasing visible patrols, making sure that potential criminals are aware of the presence of law enforcement. According to proponents of this theory, punishments should be severe enough to outweigh the potential gains from committing a crime and/or to make it not worth the risk (Abramovaite et al., 2022). Individuals are deterred from committing crimes by the fear of punishment. This theory is based on the idea that people are rational and will weigh the risks and rewards of committing a crime before deciding to do so. For example, police could focus on increasing visible patrols, making sure that potential criminals are aware of the presence of law enforcement. This can act as a deterrent, as criminals may be less likely to commit crimes if they know that they are likely to be caught. Police can focus on educating the public on the consequences of criminal activity, as the idea of deterrence is often more effective when people understand the consequences of their actions. 

3. Free will – This theory holds that individuals are capable of making decisions and choices without being constrained by external forces. According to this theory, individuals should be held responsible for their actions, as they have the ability to choose between criminal and non-criminal behaviour (Dural Özer, 2020). It suggests that individuals have free will and are responsible for their own actions. This is in contrast to biological or psychological theories which suggest that individuals are not in control of their own behaviour. 

By understanding these key ideas and theories of classical criminology, evidence-based policing can be informed. Evidence-based policing involves the use of data and research to inform policing strategies, allowing for more effective and efficient interventions. Classical criminology helps to understand crime and criminality by providing insight into the motivations and rationalizations behind criminal behavior. By understanding why individuals may choose to engage in criminal behavior, police can develop strategies to prevent such behavior from occurring in the first place.  By understanding the deterrent effect of punishment, police can develop strategies to ensure that punishments are severe enough to deter criminal behavior.  Evidence-based policing relies on classical criminology to identify and evaluate effective strategies for reducing the rate of crime and improving public safety. For example, classical criminology suggests that the fear of punishment is an effective deterrent and evidence-based policing uses this idea to evaluate the impact of harsher penalties on crime rates.  This understanding helps to inform evidence-based policing strategies and ensure that police are better equipped to prevent, reduce, and respond to crime.

Models of Evidence-based policing 
1. Problem-Oriented Policing (POP)
POP is an evidence-based policing model that focuses on identifying and addressing the underlying conditions that contribute to crime and disorder in a specific area.  The approach works under the presumption that an effective solution can be formulated to address a problem by first locating and comprehending its underlying causes, as well as the circumstances that allow it to continue existing. It is more likely that place-based POP initiatives will result in the spreading of benefits into areas contiguous to targeted locations than it is that they will lead to the removal of criminal behaviour (Hinkle, et al., 2020). By analysing crime patterns, police departments can identify problems and then work to form solutions that are tailored to that specific area.

2. Scanning, Analysis, Response, and Assessment (SARA)
SARA is an evidence-based policing model that focuses on gathering and analyzing data, developing strategies to prevent and reduce crime, and evaluating the effectiveness of those strategies. SARA emphasizes the importance of collecting and analyzing data in order to identify and respond to crime patterns and trends. 

3. Hotspot Policing
Hotspot policing is an evidence-based policing model that focuses on targeting high-crime areas. In regions in which the "hot spots surveillance" approach is put into practice, there are statistically substantial but still relatively minor drops in the general crime and disturbance rate. These improvements in the management of criminal activity were visible across a variety of distinct types of criminal outcomes, including narcotic offenses, disorder offenses, burglaries, and violent crimes (Braga et al., 2019). By deploying additional police resources in high-crime areas, police departments can reduce crime and disorder in those areas. 

4. Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED)
CPTED is an evidence-based policing model that focuses on using the physical design of an area to reduce crime. CPTED describes a set of principles that are meant to influence the perspectives of prospective criminals regarding the danger, effort, and benefits of engaging in criminal behaviour (College of Policing, 2017b). By altering a physical environment in order to reduce the opportunity for crime, police departments can reduce the likelihood of crime in that area.

5. Intelligence-Led Policing (ILP):
 ILP is an evidence-based policing model that focuses on using intelligence to inform police operations. The goal of intelligence-led enforcement is to accomplish this by putting what is commonly known as "crime intelligence" at the forefront of decision-making when it comes to the avoidance and control of criminal activity (Burcher & Whelan, 2018). By collecting and analysing data, police departments can identify crime patterns and develop effective strategies to combat crime.

Classical criminology is used to understand the reasoning behind these models by looking at the individual offender and their motivations.  The models of evidence-based policing discussed above are all based on this idea of rational decision-making. POP, for example, focuses on identifying and addressing the underlying conditions that contribute to crime and disorder in a specific area. By analysing crime patterns, police departments can identify problems and then work to form solutions that are tailored to that specific area. By understanding the reasoning behind criminal behaviour, police departments can then devise strategies to reduce crime. SARA emphasizes the importance of collecting and analysing data in order to identify and respond to crime patterns and trends. By understanding the rational decision-making process behind criminal behaviour, police departments can develop effective strategies to reduce crime. Hotspot policing, CPTED, and ILP are all also based on the idea of understanding the reasoning behind criminal behaviours. By deploying additional police resources in high-crime areas, altering a physical environment to reduce the
opportunity for crime, and using intelligence to inform police operations, police departments can reduce crime and disorder in specific areas. By understanding the rational decision-making process behind criminal behaviour, police departments can develop effective strategies to reduce crime. 

Crime activity: Drugs 
In order to reduce drug-related crime, law enforcement agencies should focus on evidence-based policing strategies. These tactics involve using data and research to target specific problem areas and offenders, as well as evaluating the effectiveness of the strategies used. For example, law enforcement agencies could use crime mapping to identify geographic areas with higher concentrations of drug-related crime and then conduct targeted enforcement operations in these regions. Analysing arrest records could also help identify which drug offenders are most likely to commit additional offenses, and these individuals could be targeted for increased surveillance and enforcement. They can also use predictive analytics to identify geographic areas, people, and times of day when drug crime is likely to occur. This information can be used to allocate resources strategically and make more informed decisions about enforcement and prevention efforts.
Classical criminology theory states that criminal behaviour is a result of a rational choice made by the offender. In order to reduce drug-related crime, law enforcement agencies should focus on deterring potential offenders by making the costs of committing a crime outweigh the benefits. This can be done by increasing the severity of criminal penalties for drug offenses, as well as increasing the likelihood of apprehension.  Agencies could work with community organizations to create social programs that provide positive alternatives to crime, such as job training and educational opportunities. For example, deterrence theory suggests that increasing the perceived risks associated with drug crime can be an effective way of reducing it. This could include increasing the severity of punishments for drug offenses, as well as enhancing police visibility and presence in areas with a high prevalence of drug crime. Other classical criminology theories such as rational choice theory and control theory can also be used to identify the underlying factors that contribute to drug crime and develop interventions that address these root causes.

Strengths and weaknesses 
 The strength of classical criminology is that it has been able to provide a comprehensive theory of crime causation and provide a framework for understanding the factors that lead to criminal behaviour. In addition, classical criminology has provided a framework for understanding the role of deterrence in crime prevention, which has been a major factor in the development of criminal justice systems in many countries (Paternoster & Fisher, 2017). The weakness of classical criminology is that it has failed to account for the complexity of crime and the fact that criminal behaviour is often influenced by a variety of factors, such as socio-economic status, race and ethnicity, and gender. It also fails to account for the fact that crime is often situational in nature and that different contexts can lead to different types of criminal behaviour. It is not a reliable method of predicting criminal behaviour as it relies on the assumption that offenders are rational and will respond to deterrence. 
Evidence-based policing uses data and research to inform decision-making. The strength of evidence-based policing is that it seeks to be informed by the latest research and data on crime and criminal behaviour, which allows for more effective and efficient crime prevention strategies (Bueermann, 2012).  Evidence-based policing also seeks to reduce the reliance on subjective factors and personal biases when making decisions about crime prevention efforts. The weakness of evidence-based policing is that it may fail to account for the complexity of crime and the various factors that can influence criminal behaviour. It also relies heavily on data and research, which may not be reflective of the true nature of crime and criminal behaviour. Evidence-based policing may be limited by the availability of data and research in certain areas, which could lead to decisions being made without a full understanding of the situation.
Conclusion
Classical criminology and evidence-based policing are two important approaches to understanding and preventing crime. Classical criminology provides a useful framework for understanding the reasoning behind evidence-based policing models. By looking at individual offenders and their motivations, police departments can develop effective strategies to prevent and reduce crime. Evidence-based policing uses data and research to inform decision-making, allowing for more effective and efficient crime prevention strategies. Both approaches can be used to identify and evaluate effective strategies for reducing the rate of crime and improving public safety. By understanding the rational decision-making process behind criminal behaviour, police departments can develop effective strategies to reduce crime. Understanding the strengths and weaknesses of both approaches can help law enforcement personnel create more effective strategies for crime prevention and reduction.
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