Research Notes: Webster and Burton
Primary sources, archives, and online resources used in the two articles
Key: “Confirmed” means the article explicitly identifies or cites the material. “Possible” means a reasonable inference rather than a documented fact.
Harriett Webster, “The Annals of Dunstable Priory”
Types of primary source
· Medieval annalistic manuscript: British Library, Cotton MS Tiberius A. X, the sole surviving manuscript of the Dunstable annals and Webster’s principal source.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Harriett R. Webster, ‘The Annals of Dunstable Priory: From Living Memory to Written Record in a Thirteenth-Century Textual Community’, The Journal of Medieval Monastic Studies, 9 (2020), 147–73 (pp. 148–49).] 

· Source manuscript used by the medieval compilers: British Library, Royal MS 13 E. VI, containing Ralph of Diceto’s Ymagines historiarum; its marked margins help establish what was copied into the annals.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Webster, ‘Annals of Dunstable Priory’, p. 149.] 

· Physical manuscript evidence: handwriting, ink changes, quill characteristics, rubrication, marginalia, headings, erasures, interlinear additions, underlining, decorative brackets, manicules, blank spaces, and an inserted folio.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Webster, ‘Annals of Dunstable Priory’, pp. 150–56, 170.] 

· Historical and institutional narrative: annual accounts of events involving Dunstable Priory, its town, English politics, warfare, ecclesiastical affairs, and international events.
· Legal and administrative records copied or cited within the annals: charters, deeds, writs, formal agreements, royal and Exchequer rolls, Chancery enrolments, assize records, inquiries, and records of rights and privileges.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Webster, ‘Annals of Dunstable Priory’, pp. 154, 167–69.] 

· Estate and economic evidence: rents, tenancies, vicarages, tolls, markets, fairs, pasture and pannage rights, prices of corn and wool, expenditure, food and drink purchases, building costs, and taxation.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Webster, ‘Annals of Dunstable Priory’, pp. 161–66.] 

· Ecclesiastical evidence: ordinations, episcopal inquiries, appointments of vicars, papal affairs, councils, crusading activity, and monastic visitation.
· Reported testimony and local information: Webster infers that the annalists drew information from townspeople, priory servants, people involved in local conflicts, neighbouring religious communities, and Prior Richard of Morins’s political and ecclesiastical contacts.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Webster, ‘Annals of Dunstable Priory’, pp. 159–61.] 

· Published primary-source editions and translations: Luard’s Latin edition of the annals, Webster and Preest’s English edition, Ralph of Diceto’s works, the Gesta abbatum of St Albans, and the chronicle of Meaux Abbey.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Webster, ‘Annals of Dunstable Priory’, pp. 172–73.] 


Archives and specialist repositories
· Confirmed: the British Library, London, holding Cotton MS Tiberius A. X and Royal MS 13 E. VI.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Webster, ‘Annals of Dunstable Priory’, pp. 148–49, 172.] 

· Possible background repositories: records mentioned inside the annals originated in royal, Exchequer, Chancery, episcopal, and monastic record-keeping systems, but Webster’s bibliography does not show that she consulted their surviving originals for this article.
· Important caution: the article states that Cotton MS Tiberius A. X was damaged in the 1731 Cotton Library fire and that its fragile condition makes codicological examination difficult. The article does not specify whether Webster consulted the manuscript directly or through reproductions.
Online sources or databases
· Confirmed: none is explicitly cited for the research underpinning this article.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Webster, ‘Annals of Dunstable Priory’, p. 172.] 

· Possible: the British Library’s online catalogue or digitised-manuscript services may have helped with identification or preliminary access, but the article does not state this.
· Not evidence for Webster’s article: “Germania Sacra Online” appears elsewhere in the same journal issue, not as one of Webster’s research sources.
Janet Burton, “Authority and Conflict at the Cistercian Abbey of Strata Florida”
Types of primary source
· Crown petitions: petitions from abbots, monks, landholders, and rivals seeking royal intervention, protection, confirmation, or redress.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Janet Burton, ‘Authority and Conflict at the Cistercian Abbey of Strata Florida’, Welsh History Review, 29.3 (2019), 377–407 (pp. 382, 386–99).] 

· Royal and governmental records: Patent Rolls, Close Rolls, Charter Rolls, registers of the Black Prince, royal grants, confirmations, pardons, mandates, and letters patent.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Burton, ‘Authority and Conflict’, pp. 381–99.] 

· Legal and inquisitorial records: inquisitions post mortem, miscellaneous Chancery inquisitions, proof-of-age material, court proceedings, writs, records of debt, imprisonment, and signification of excommunication.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Burton, ‘Authority and Conflict’, pp. 384, 388–99.] 

· Cistercian institutional records: statutes and decisions of the General Chapter, election investigations, confirmations, visitations, disciplinary rulings, and records generated by Strata Florida and related abbeys.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Burton, ‘Authority and Conflict’, pp. 379, 384–85, 404–05.] 

· Episcopal records: bishops’ registers, ordination records, mandates, faculties, excommunication material, and the register of Archbishop Simon Islip.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Burton, ‘Authority and Conflict’, pp. 385–86, 405.] 

· Papal records: papal bulls, mandates, letters, dispensations, and calendared papal-register entries.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Burton, ‘Authority and Conflict’, pp. 385, 399–400.] 

· Monastic and dynastic evidence: foundation and patronage traditions, charters, grants, common seals, property evidence, records of abbots, and affiliations between Cistercian houses.
· Chronicles: Brut y Tywysogyon and the St Albans chronicle of Thomas Walsingham are cited in Burton’s notes. Burton also mentions the chronicle of Adam of Usk as corroborating evidence, without supplying a full bibliographical entry there.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Burton, ‘Authority and Conflict’, pp. 383–94, 407.] 

· Welsh literary sources: praise poetry and elegies by Llywelyn Goch ap Meurig Hen, Iolo Goch, Guto’r Glyn, and other bardic material.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Burton, ‘Authority and Conflict’, pp. 389–90, 396–97.] 

· Manuscript poetry evidence: National Library of Wales MS Peniarth 57 is identified in connection with Guto’r Glyn’s praise poetry. Burton also discusses the White Book of Rhydderch and the Hendregadredd manuscript through secondary scholarship.[footnoteRef:18] [18:  Burton, ‘Authority and Conflict’, pp. 397, 405.] 

· Financial and administrative evidence: valuations, tenths and subsidies, tax collection, debts, monastic population figures, grants, and records of rebuilding and material damage.
· Linguistic and palaeographical evidence: Anglo-Norman versus English wording, handwriting, document form, regnal years, and internal dating clues used to reassess an undated petition.[footnoteRef:19] [19:  Burton, ‘Authority and Conflict’, pp. 392–95.] 

Archives and specialist repositories
· Confirmed: London, The National Archives, including records in SC 8, C 66, C 85, C 145, and E 36.[footnoteRef:20] [20:  Burton, ‘Authority and Conflict’, pp. 382–99.] 

· Confirmed: Lambeth Palace Library, London, especially the Register of Archbishop Simon Islip.[footnoteRef:21] [21:  Burton, ‘Authority and Conflict’, p. 405.] 

· Confirmed: National Library of Wales, Aberystwyth, through MS Peniarth 57.[footnoteRef:22] [22:  Burton, ‘Authority and Conflict’, p. 397.] 

· Specialist edited source collections: published editions and calendars of Cistercian General Chapter records, episcopal and papal registers, Patent, Close and Charter Rolls, ancient petitions, inquisitions, and the Black Prince’s register.
· Historical repository noted but unavailable: medieval Court of Arches records formerly kept at St Mary-le-Bow were destroyed in the Great Fire of London; Burton therefore relies on surviving references preserved elsewhere.[footnoteRef:23] [23:  Burton, ‘Authority and Conflict’, pp. 385–86, especially p. 386 n. 27.] 

Online sources or databases
· Confirmed: The National Archives’ Discovery catalogue. Burton cites a specific catalogue entry and notes that its suggested date helped contextualise, though did not determine, her redating argument.[footnoteRef:24] [24:  Burton, ‘Authority and Conflict’, p. 395.] 

· Confirmed: the Guto’r Glyn digital edition, used for poems concerning Abbot Rhys, his origins, building work, hospitality, education, and music.[footnoteRef:25] [25:  Burton, ‘Authority and Conflict’, pp. 396–97, 407.] 

· Confirmed project website: Monastic Wales. Burton states that the article formed part of the project and prints the website address.[footnoteRef:26] [26:  Burton, ‘Authority and Conflict’, p. 380.] 

· Possible: digitised calendars, library catalogues, journal databases, and online finding aids may have assisted discovery, but only the resources above are explicit.
Comparative Notes
· Webster’s source base is concentrated and material: she builds a large interpretation from intensive analysis of one principal manuscript and its relationship to another manuscript. Her evidence supports a claim about collective authorship, continued revision, institutional memory, and the growth of written administration.[footnoteRef:27] [27:  Webster, ‘Annals of Dunstable Priory’, pp. 149–56, 166–72.] 

· Burton’s source base is dispersed and comparative: she reconstructs three conflicts by cross-checking documents produced by rival monastic, royal, episcopal, papal, and local interests. This breadth allows her to correct chronology and expose competing claims.[footnoteRef:28] [28:  Burton, ‘Authority and Conflict’, pp. 379, 384–99.] 

· Both authors read sources as constructed artefacts: Webster examines scribal interventions and manuscript structure; Burton examines petitionary rhetoric, language, dating formulae, handwriting, institutional bias, and the motives of litigants.[footnoteRef:29] [29:  Webster, ‘Annals of Dunstable Priory’, pp. 150–56; Burton, ‘Authority and Conflict’, pp. 391–95, 406–07.] 

· Both challenge older interpretations: Webster moves beyond using annals merely as repositories of political facts, while Burton rejects the automatic treatment of monastic conflict as evidence of decline.[footnoteRef:30] [30:  Webster, ‘Annals of Dunstable Priory’, pp. 148, 171–72; Burton, ‘Authority and Conflict’, pp. 400–05.] 

· The primary sources shape the historiography: Webster connects monastic writing to textual communities, memory, literacy, and bureaucratisation; Burton connects disputed elections to prestige, local networks, royal power, Welsh political culture, and the continuing adaptability of late-medieval Cistercian life.[footnoteRef:31] [31:  Webster, ‘Annals of Dunstable Priory’, pp. 166–72; Burton, ‘Authority and Conflict’, pp. 400–07.] 
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