Discuss the extent to which the doctrine of parliamentary sovereignty is a critical component within the united kingdom's constitution. 
In this essay I will be addressing how the doctrine of parliamentary sovereignty is a critical component within the United Kingdom's constitution. This is important for a great understanding of the English Legal Systems. 
[bookmark: _Int_hdy2zOrU][bookmark: _Int_xAtXNRFA]Parliament.uk (year unknown) gives us this definition of constitution “the set of principles and rules by which a country is organised, and it is usually contained in one document” and tells us that “The United Kingdom's constitutions are set in statutes, conventions judicial decisions and treaties rather than be made in one”, these four things make up the UK’s constitution. There are other countries such as America who have a constitution, whereas the American constitution is as mytutor.co.uk (2020) states “entrenched and codified, whilst the UK’s is untrenched and uncodified”. This tells us that in the UK it is easier to change the constitution in comparison to the US where it would be harder and more complicated to. 
Reasearch into the English legal system by Rutherford, Kotchecha and Macfarlane (2022) states that (page 172) “any rule of law expressly or implied treated by the judges as a necessary step in reaching his conclusion” this shows us that the rule of law would help the judge reach his or her verdict regarding the case in question following the correct procedure to obtain the result. 
[bookmark: _Int_wj49ULqv][bookmark: _Int_e5gHwC8O]The British Institute of Human Rights states that (2023) “the separation of powers is an idea which is fundamental to how the UK works”, and states that there are “three branches of state”.
[bookmark: _Int_h5XU3HAS][bookmark: _Int_Uuq8F6xJ]The first of those three branches is “The Legislator”. The legislator is parliament, and under parliament comes the House of Lords and House of Commons. Both houses are elected differently, the House of Lords is made up of peers who are elected in many ways. As UK Parliament states “the House of Lords is the second chamber of the UK parliament. It is independent from, and complements the work of, the elected House of Commons” as once the House of Commons has created a bill, they send that off to the House of Lords for the Lords to oversee. Once the lords have seen it and addressed it, they will make the necessary changes to it and send it back to the House of Commons until they have reached a final draft. Once they have reached the final draft of the bill, it gets sent to the monarch to receive royal assent. “The House of Lords holds the government to account” says UK Parliament they will do this by debating as “in 2022, the House of Lords considered 5,244 changes to 100 bills”. In which “members raised concerns”. In these debates they discussed things such as “ambulance delays, social care vacancies, the cost of living, Ukraine” and more. Also stated by UK Parliament “laws passed by the United Kingdom parliament must comply with the provisions of the constitution. Any laws that do not comply with the constitution shall be invalid” the legislature is in control of what is passed and what is not ensuring that the correct laws are being passed and that they all comply with what is expected. 
[bookmark: _Int_gI3k1eoW][bookmark: _Int_gmkxcx39][bookmark: _Int_VM3tkf3L][bookmark: _Int_YjuAVs6F]The second principle is “The executive” (Prime Minister) as stated by British Institute of Human Rights “the executive is responsible for creating policy, putting proposals for laws to the legislature and putting laws into effect”. As known by most people as “The government”. The Prime Minister will remain in office until “The next general election, the prime minister is no longer able to command the confidence if the House of Commons/ loses the vote of confidence” states the House of Commons. This also shows that the Prime Minster has to do the best he can to keep him or her selves in office by ensuring that he has the people interest in mind and what is best for the country. The Prime Minister is also directly elected by the people and their term is 5 years which is renewable.  I believe that if this eventually does come into effect that it would help give a better impression of the house or lords with people being voted in, instead of getting in without a vote. This can also lose the trust of the public as these people were not chosen by them but the peers of the House of Lords. This is diminishing the respect of people for the House of Lords.
[bookmark: _Int_2YNoOiNh]“The judiciary” (the third principle) Courts Tribunal and Judiciary state that “the judiciary is made-up of judges, magistrates, tribunal members and coroners. Together they hold up the rule of law” in this way they can interpret and implement the law correctly under the King's council.
[bookmark: _Int_CPnmg5fJ][bookmark: _Int_rpr3yNvW][bookmark: _Int_guwNiYpM][bookmark: _Int_oA3vNuGU]Holland and Webb state that parliamentary sovereignty means that parliament is supreme (2021, p. 9) “Parliamentary sovereignty, or sometimes ‘supremacy’. This is the idea that parliament is the primary lawmaker, and an act of parliament is the supreme form of English law”. In this they explain how “parliamentary sovereignty” is otherwise known as “parliamentary supremacy” therefore stating that parliament is the supreme governing body of the UK and the people within the UK and those who live under the constitution. Parliamentary sovereignty as stated by UK Parliament “parliamentary sovereignty is the most important part of the UK constitution”, this statement shows us how crucial it is to us in the UK being as how it is known as “the most important”. This also tells us how effective it is in the UK’s constitution. 
[bookmark: _Int_Ah5HPM2H][bookmark: _Int_Vfr7Mvw3]Parliament being supreme can be linked to how as UK Parliament says (no date) “parliamentary sovereignty is a principle of the UK constitution it makes parliament the supreme legal authority in the UK can create or end any law”, this reinforces the fact that parliament is the supreme law-making body. Parliament is the supreme law-making body as the King gave parliament control of bills and las and made sure that before passing they would bring it to the monarch, the monarch would then give royal assent. 
Binding future or past Parliments is linked to how the government can't pass laws that future Parliments cannot change as stated here from UK Parliament (no date), “parliamentary sovereignty makes parliament the supreme legal authority in the UK which can create or end any law, generally” and also states that “courts cant overrule this legislation and no parliament can pass laws that future Parliments cannot change” this stops any paraments from making a law that in 10 years could stop people from having a basic necessity that could benefit them. For some time in the House of Lords once there was an opening for a new lord, the lords were able to give access to that spot to someone they may know and have the same thoughts as them. People also want the House of Lords to be reformed as it used to be the lords would get people they knew to join. These people could have no knowledge on anything to do with bills legislations, this meant that people who were voted in slowly got less and less causing more peer elected members to join in place of people who would be able to affect something in the House of Lords. Parliament themselves are slowly changing this slowly trying to implement a term of 15 years so that it can slowly change with time. This article from The Guardian (2017) which states “Peers could be restricted to 15 years in Lords in drive to cut numbers” is over 6 years old but there are still discussions of changes.
[bookmark: _Int_pwavOh5n]With the information I have gathered I can confidently conclude that parliament is supreme, with parliamentary sovereignty playing a vital role in the United Kingdom's constitution. Parliament is the government, and this leads them to be the supreme law-making body of the UK. There are the three different “branches” as the British Institute of Human Rights states, “The legislator” “The executive” and “The Judiciary”. These three make up the government and help ln passing and making new laws bills and more. Parliamentary sovereignty is also known as ‘parliament supremacy’ as people know it to be the supreme legal authority as that is what makes parliament the supreme authority and gives it the power to create or end any laws. 
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