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OPERA. THEBAIS. ACHILLEIS
Title Page:
The book does not have a title page; however, it is fitted with a colophon at the back of the book.

Colophon:
Impreʃʃum Ventiis Per Magiʃtria|Iacobum depaganinis briʃienʃis.|M.CCCCLXXXX.XXIIII.|Decembris.

Format:
The book was printed as an octavo with gatherings of six pages and four pages.

Collation or Registration:
A-O8, P6, Q4, A8, B-C6, D-G8, H-N6

Pagination:
The book has no pagination; however, it is divided into the three poetry books with different chapters:

Thebaidos: Liber I-Liber XII
Achilleidos: Liber I-Liber II
Silvarvm: Liber I-Liber V

Discussion:

The book was written by Publius Papinius Statius and printed by Iacobus de Paganinis. Domenico Calderini made commentary on Statius’s work. His commentary on Martial was the first to be printed.

Calderini was born Domizio near Verona in 1446, where he studied to become a teacher. He was a Roman humanist who made commentaries on the works of numerous Silver Age poets. Just like Statius, he made commentary on the works of Virgil and Ptolemy which would be reprinted over time. Calderini would also criticise his peers throughout his life. Calderini would meet Niccolò Perotti who he had a well-known rivalry with because of the translation and presentation of Martial’s epigrams. This rivalry came about because of the interests in staking a claim to the popularisation of Silver Age poets. Revilo P. Oliver makes clear the rivalry of both men:
When Domenico Calderini and Perotti met in Rome it became obvious that the Eternal City was too small to encompass two men who could lecture publicly on the text of Martial, and each soon fancied himself the role of Jove, defending with verbal thunderbolts his Olympus from impious assault.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Revilo P. Oliver, ‘“New Fragments” of Latin Authors in Perotti’s Cornucopiae’, Transactions and Proceedings of the American Philological Association, 78 (1947), 376–424 <https://doi.org/10.2307/283505>.] 

Along with Perotti, Calderini was at odds with Angelo Sani Sabino, who accused him of plagiarising. However, Calderini did not take such accusations lightly, instead he continued to publicly defend himself against both Perotti and Sabino in his teachings. Calderini’s notoriety continued to grow from his philological commentaries and criticism of other humanists. He consistently criticised George of Trebizond. [footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Johann Ramminger, ‘Biographica: Calderini’, Www.repertoriumpomponianum.it, 2014 <https://www.repertoriumpomponianum.it/pomponiani/calderini_domizio.htm#bibref> [accessed 30 January 2024].] 


As a lecturer at the University of Rome, Calderini taught his students the work of Statius and other 15th century poets and writers. He was a successful lecturer according to Giancarlo Abbamonte:
From 1470 until his death Calderini taught at the university of Rome, where his lessons were so successful that many students abandoned the classes of Leto for those of Calderini.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Giancarlo Abbamonte, ‘Roman Humanism and the Study of the Silvae in the Fifteenth Century)’, in Editing and Commenting on Statius’ Silvae (Boston: Brill, 2023), pp. 25–47.] 

His success as a lecturer appeared to be because of his approach to the texts he was teaching since “he taught with a care as great as for other works.”[footnoteRef:4] This meant he was thorough in his teaching. [4:  Abbamonte, p. 37] 


When Calderini moved to Rome in 1466, he swiftly ingratiated himself with the Bessarion family, where he became the family’s secretary. In 1471 Calderini was appointed the apostolic secretary which became permanent in 1474.[footnoteRef:5] This new position as apostolic secretary came after Francesco Della Rovere became pope, which is said to have occurred because of his association with the Bessarion family.  [5:  Ramminger, 2014] 


Calderini began to dedicate his commentaries to people he admired or met. His commentary on Martial was dedicated to Lorenzo de’Medici.  The Juvenal commentary was dedicated to Guiliano de’Medici and the Silvae was to Agostino Maffei.[footnoteRef:6] The Silvae Commentary was the first to be printed. He gives himself credit for the revival of Statius’s work: [6:  Ramminger, 2014] 

…Statius’ return to Naples has been made possible by his book containing both the Silvae and their commentary. In fact, Calderini’s book has cleaned up the poems, here imagined as the body of the poet who is now in the condition to go back to Naples with dignity.66 Under the metaphor of the dusty body Calderini is here hinting at the pitiful condition of the Silvae before he edited and commented on them.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Abbamonte, p. 40

] 

Even though there were commentaries on the text before Calderini’s, it was his that was more prominent and well-articulated.
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