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The way one buries their dead can tell us a significant amount about the living, both regarding the individual and society. ‘The dead do not bury themselves’ (Snell, 2003), so the details of the burial are decided by mourners, often influenced by social norms, and their feeling regarding the deceased. The burial evidence can be examined and interpreted to tell us about the person(s) buried there, who buried them, and the society in which they lived. This essay looks at the grave of Caroline Tucker, who died in 1994, and the meanings which can be interpreted from it.
[image: Figure 1 - Caroline Tucker's Grave (Anson, n.d)]This monument is located at Highgate Cemetery in London. Its position on a hill overlooking the city made it a desirable and fashionable place for the wealthy to bury the dead when it was first opened, notable figures such as Karl Marx and Michael Faraday are buried here (Highgate Cemetery, n.d) however following the 1930s there was a decline in favour for less costly graves (Bickersteth, n.d). For such a monument to be added during the 1990s, it shows those who buried Caroline Tucker must’ve been of high wealth considering it is around £20,000 to be buried in this graveyard (Jones, 2017) plus the cost for an intricate monument, such as the one made for Caroline Tucker, would make it very expensive. The location also shows the potential religious consideration for Tucker and her buriers. We can interpret the presence of this grave in Highgate to show it being important for Tucker to be buried on religious ground as this cemetery is part of the Church of England. There are many other cheaper cemeteries to be buried in that are Christian, so by choosing this one specifically it supports the interpretation that those burying Tucker were wealthy. Evidence from the grave doesn’t show whether the monument was prepaid for my Tucker herself, or if someone else paid for it and furthermore it doesn’t tell us if the cost of the monument was an affordable purchase for whomever did pay. Also, there doesn’t appear to be anyone else of the family buried with Tucker or in the rest if the graveyard. Therefore, there is room for the interpretation that perhaps this was an out of the ordinary purchase due to those burying Tucker wanting her grave to be special for sentimental reasons. However, the perhaps more valid interpretation is that she was wealthy and of importance to some so Highgate Cemetery was chosen for her resting place due to personal significance.Figure 1 – Caroline Tucker’s Grave (Anson, 2015)

The inscription on the monument reads:
‘Caroline Tucker
Darling Wife, Mother,
And Grandmother
1910 – 1994’
Other than her name, there is no other personal details given about Caroline Tucker on this grave, so looking at it today we cannot know anything about her life from the grave. Generally, the Diocese of areas around England advise for ‘simple’ inscriptions with the birth date and death on the headstone and ‘passing sentiments are to be avoided’ (Wessel, 2015). This shows that those who buried Tucker are adhering to social norms and rules which are not necessarily law but are still to be followed, suggesting this is a norm for the society Tucker lived in. 
The monument itself is of a woman kneeling on a pedestal with roses. The motion of kneeling is commonly associated with grief and loss (Smith & Keltner, 2017), suggesting whoever commissioned this statue to be made cared deeply for Caroline Tucker and feels a great loss at her death. Furthermore, Kneeling can also be interpreted as showing vulnerability or innocence (Smith & Keltner, 2017), suggesting Tucker was perhaps highly regarded by those burying her. Furthermore, it can be inferred that she was buried with care and love. 
The woman kneeling can be interpreted to be Caroline Tucker herself. However, despite Tucker being aged in the mid-80s when she died, the woman is depicted as young in the statue. This can be interpreted to show that those who commissioned this statue feel as though Tucker was still young at heart. We can assume they hold Christian beliefs of Heaven, so this could also suggest that they feel once she passed, she went to Heaven in as a younger version of herself despite physically being more aged as this was the prime version of herself. Furthermore, this could also suggest the buriers want her to be remembered with youth a beauty. This is further supported by the interpretation of the roses, which she appears to be holding on the grave, and the relation of them to the mourners’ feelings. Roses themselves can symbolise undying love and beauty (TheCemertyClub.com, 2016), suggesting those who buried her held a great love for her in both life and death and as stated before, want her to forever be associated with beauty. Three of the five roses are opened roses, which can suggest that the survivors feel she lived a long and full life considering she was 83 or 84 when she died, however the remaining two roses are closer to being flower buds, something that is often shown on the graves of children as it shows a short, unlived life (TheCemertyClub.com, 2016). This difference between the flowering of the roses give the interpretation that those who buried Tucker feel as though despite her living a long life, she was still taken too soon. 
To conclude, Caroline Tucker’s grave can be interpreted to tell us about the livings feelings towards her, and the societal behaviours and feeling towards death and burial. The imagery used on the monument tells us of the personal sadness and loss the mourners feel at the death of Caroline Tucker, such as the kneeling aspect of the statue showing grief, and also of the social views regarding what they associate with death, such as the budded roses representing a life cut short. This grave also tells us some about expected social behaviours surrounding death as the inscription follows the rules dictated by powers outside of law. 
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