
Reflective report
Research Question: How do British and French colonial legacies in the Levant help explain current conflicts there?
Given the current state of global affairs and in particular the recent and ongoing conflicts in the Middle East, Africa, and Ukraine, I have decided to base my research on conflict analysis through historical and postcolonial lenses. I will be focussing on the conflicts in the Levant since I have taken a keen interest in illuminating myself on the roots or causes of the forever wars of the Levant which involve key European powers such as Britain and France. 
I will be using a qualitative approach since the research will be carried out through a historical analysis and by using postcolonial theoretical frameworks. I feel this to be the most apt methodology to employ since the historical colonial events are inextricably linked to the understanding of the present day sectarian divisions, dependency structures, border divisions, disputes and wars.  
Some of the key sources I have identified and commenced my study of include mainly secondary sources though I will be using some primary sources such as the ‘Balfour Declaration’ and the ‘Sykes-Picot Agreement’ amongst others since these were defining documents of the division of the Levant. Some of the key secondary sources I have identified deal with the historical elements of the research such as James Barr’s ‘A Line in the Sand’, John McHugo’s ‘Syria: A Recent History’, Albert Hourani’s ‘The Arabs: A History’ and Ilan Pappe’s ‘The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine.’ Similarly works such as ‘Orientalism’ by Edward Said and ‘The Wretched of the Earth’ by Frantz Fanon focus on the postcolonial aspects of the analysis. In addition, I have identified and continue to search for articles and journal works that are most relevant to my dissertation such as ‘Contemporary conflict and political violence in the Levant’ by Bernedetta Berti and ‘Roots of Lebanon’s Sectarian Politics: Colonial Legacies of the French Mandate’ by Judy El Baba. There are just some of a wider collection of sources I am obtaining for the research.
A recurring issue I have encountered has been obtaining some of the works on the university website. When I make searches, oftentimes the actual journal article is not available but instead a one-page review of the work appears. I have booked an appointment with the university librarian to find a solution to this problem. Once I have obtained the works I need and have carried out a more thorough reading of the sources, I will be able to better outline the wider historical or scholarly debate which will assist the analysis. 
My initial area of interest was the entire Post-ottoman States as victims of recurrent colonialism, and then my focus shifted to post-Ottoman colonialism and its impact in the Levant and Iraq. Later, in an attempt to narrow the topic to allow for greater depth, I focussed on just the Levant region. After my most recent meeting with my supervisor, I have agreed to focus on the Levant minus Jordan, with a particular focus on the effects of British and French Colonialism in only Palestine, Syria and Lebanon within the Levant. Aside from narrowing the regional breadth of my study, I have also decided to narrow the methodological focus to only historical and postcolonial lenses of analysis since it better aligns with the research question and its direct aims. 
Recent feedback has also helped me to eliminate an ever expanding research question to a more workable question that takes out mention of the ‘Balfour Declaration’ and the ‘Sykes-Picot Agreement’ since I do not want the dissertation to be too historical document focussed but instead allow for an analysis that bridges both historical events with current conflict analysis all through a postcolonial lens. My supervisor has helped me to understand better the key aims and demands of what the dissertation should entail, in our most recent meeting, which has helped me to focus on making my argument and then using sources to test and support that argument. 
I find it difficult to look at screens for too long and so have focussed on trying to obtain as many books as possible and then trying to save the screen time for the online articles. I understand that some books will only be available online. I have also asked my personal tutor to have me screened for dyslexia as I encounter problems with reading and do not want this to affect my performance.
Going forward, I will prioritise refining the overall structure of the dissertation in order for the methodology, theoretical framework, and the historical angle to all fit together in a harmonious way where they all complement each other and flow. I am still in two minds as to how I will structure the dissertation chapters and themes. I may need to consult my supervisor again on that point. I am thinking of structuring it in three chapters that cover the context and history, the postcolonial analysis and a final chapter of case studies of Palestine, Lebanon or Syria. However, this is just an idea and it may morph into another structure as I better understand the subject matter and read more extensively. I am still struggling to balance breadth and depth in the research but I hope that the narrowing of the topic focus will solve that issue. 
Another aspect of the dissertation I need to further develop is to iron out any inconsistencies and vague language or expressions such as ‘colonial legacy’ and clarify exactly what I mean by this amongst other terms I am yet to use and encounter in my reading. This will be done in the introduction as part of the explanation of the variables and nuances of terms. 
Finally, I will remain vigilant of my own position and biases and eliminate them from the dissertation and make it balanced and academically focussed. Remaining neutral and being aware of potential biases is pivotal in producing a balanced analysis. Overall, my progress is helping me to focus my direction, clarify any variables and nuances, narrow the topic focus, continue working on my reading list and reading, as well as making a plan to manage time better. Below is an intended plan but I am aware that I have not done this before and am not sure of the writing process yet. It is a brief plan based on my understanding of the process. I am aware that it may change over time. The Bibliography contains books and articles I have started reading and have not started reading but intend to do so and it will expand. 





Project Plan
	By Christmas 
	I hope to have selected and obtained a fuller list of work I will be reading and read as much of them as possible and have started to take notes

	By February
	I hope to have developed a historical and scholarly debate based on my reading and I hope to be prepared for the presentation with key methodology, debate and frameworks all outlined and a solid dissertation title 

	By March 
	I hope to have written some of the chapters depending on how I will structure the chapters which is still developing, and I hope to have an introduction written which may later be changed because I sometime like to do the introduction at the end

	By April
	I aim to have a draft which I can ask my supervisor to check and provide feedback on

	By May 7th
	I hope to have the final version ready to be submitted
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