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Task 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Vulnerability and Risk, Evidence-based policing

You must choose a policing incident in which you played a significant role with a victim of crime or anti-social behaviour and reflect on what happened. 

	
Give a brief description of the incident including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues. 

Critically evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches (by professionals and the police) in supporting or managing vulnerable people or people at risk of harm. 

Explore what works in relation to tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending. Consider the use of evidence-based policing. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:

In this essay I will be describing a policing incident whereby I have played a significant role with the victim in relation to anti-social behaviour. I will then be critically evaluating the approaches that the police and other agencies had taken. Finally, I will be exploring what works in relation to tackling repeat victims and repeat offenders. 

Antisocial behaviour is defined as 'behaviour by a person which causes, or is likely to cause, harassment, alarm or distress to persons not of the same household as the person'. (Metropolitan Police, 2024)

It seems to be that anti-social behaviour reports have declined over the last few years however; the number of reports are still high. 
The Gwent Police Organisational Report has provided statistics regarding anti-social behaviour between 2019/20 to 2021/22 whereby it states, ‘The amount of anti-social behaviour in Gwent declined when compared to the previous quarter, with ASB falling by 22.8% (755 fewer incidents).
This decline in ASB levels could be attributed in part to the onset of winter weather conditions over the last quarter, as borne out by similar decreases in quarter 3 when compared to quarter 2 during both the Covid and pre-Covid years. (Gwent Police, 2021)



As stated above, anti-social behaviour in Gwent is still a very demanding issue and I will now be discussing one incident in particular that I dealt with from start to finish. I was allocated a priority call from our Force Control Room whereby a males family member had rung the police reporting anti-social behaviour within the local area, in which a group of youths seemed to be targeting the males house. Force Control Room informed me that the male was disabled which I then identified him to be a vulnerable victim.

I attended the males home address and could instantly see damage to his front door and windows. I spoke with the male, and he stated to myself that these issues have been going on for some time where youths coming from the direction of a local school stand outside of his house shouting abusive language and using objects to throw at his house causing multiple areas of the house to be damaged. He stated that on the day that the call was made, a group of youths threw rocks at the males windows and front door, causing them both to sustain significant damage. Due to this, the males mental health has deteriorated due to him feeling alarmed, harassed, and distressed. This immediately caused me concerns for the males wellbeing and general safety within his own home. 

The victim also told me that this is not the first time that the offenders have caused damage to his home and that he has not previously reported this to police due to him feeling intimidated and afraid of the potential repercussions from the offenders if they knew that he had contacted the police, hence the call was made from a family member and not the victim himself. This made the victim a ‘repeat victim’.
A ‘repeat victim’ is a victim who has been subjected to the same or similar offence. 
two or more times within a 12-month (the offences are either the same offence type 
or similar in their nature) (Surrey Police, 2020.)

From what the male told me, I identified two criminal offences at this time and those being; Public order offences and Criminal Damage. I thought to myself of multiple plans I could put in place for the male, and other partner agencies I could contact who could provide the male with further support. Due to these issues and the males mental health state, the condition of his home did not seem suitable or hygienic for him to live. He told me that his home is owned by the local council. 

This section of the essay, I will now be critically evaluating the different approaches that were put into place in order to support this victim. As stated above, I identified that the victim was a vulnerable victim due to being disabled, which led me to completing and submitting a Public Protection Notification Report. This was then sent off to the local social services and other partner agencies who can offer the victim further help and support that he may need. 

‘PPNs are submitted to the safeguarding team when a Police Officer attends any incident in which they perceive an 'adult at risk' to be involved.’ (Biddle, A. 2022)
Due to attending this call, I deemed the victim to be an ‘adult at risk’ due to him being disabled and the threat posed by the offenders that were involved in this matter. 

I deemed this approach to help the male as very appropriate and efficient as the male did not know that the police provided this kind of help and support from partner agencies, and he stated to me that any kind of help would be very beneficial to him. 

As I was dealing with this incident, I was using a risk assessment that the police use being the acronym ‘THRIVE’. 
‘We have adopted the THRIVE (threat, harm, risk, investigation, vulnerability, and engagement) definition of vulnerability. This states that a person is vulnerable if, as a result of their situation or circumstances, they are unable to take care of or protect themselves or others from harm or exploitation.’ (College of Policing, 2021)

By using this strategy, it helped me identify the risk that the victim was in and how the investigation would progress to solve this reoccurring issue. In relation to THRIVE and engagement, I ensured that the incident I dealt with was passed onto Gwent Polices Neighbourhood team and local CSO’s for more frequent foot patrols within the area. 

Although partner agency work is very efficient in relation to this incident, general police powers would be very effective such as ‘Dispersal orders, stop and search and planned operations’. 
‘Suspicion-based stop and search applies to individuals. It allows a police officer to stop and search an individual if they have ‘reasonable grounds’ to suspect they are carrying illegal drugs, a weapon, stolen property, or something which could be used to commit a crime, like a crowbar.’ (Home office in the media, 2023)

A stop and search approach in relation to this matter would be using Section 1 of PACE in order to find any items that could be used to commit a crime. An example of this would be, officers are conducting foot patrols within the area of this reported incident and a group of youths react to police presence and make off from them. Officers then catch up and detain the individuals for a stop and search and find items used to damage such as stones/rocks. By utilising this police power, it could de-escalate anti-social behaviour within the area due to more police presence and patrols. 

However, on the other hand of utilising stop and search powers, it has been evident that officers have been conducting unlawful stop searches. 
‘The Independent Office for Police Conduct said police in one case stopped and searched two black men who were innocently fist bumping, because officers wrongly thought they were drug dealing.’ (The Guardian, 2020) 

The quote above is one of the many reasons that stop and search powers in policing are the reason why the publics trust in police have declined. Although stop and search powers are very effective, officers must utilise them in justified and lawful ways. Even though, in this instance regarding anti-social behaviour stop and searches would be effective, officers must ascertain their full grounds in order to lawfully carry out their search. 

Another approach that police forces use in order to tackle and support victims of crime is simply an increase in mobile and foot patrols around residential areas. By having more marked police cars and uniformed officers patrolling the streets, it will act as a strong deterrent against crime. 
‘One study found that property crime fell by 31% in hot spots patrolled by marked police cars compared to hot spots where business as usual was maintained (Ratcliffe and others, 2020). Property crime did not fall in hot spots patrolled by unmarked police cars, highlighting the importance of the police providing a visible deterrence.’ (College of policing, 2021)

The statistics stated above clearly shows the effectiveness of visible police patrols and how visible police patrols has an impact on crime. In the matter that is being discussed in this essay, viable patrols could potentially reduce the level of anti-social behaviour within this area as previous statistics have proven this. This approach will also support vulnerable victims as they will feel safer within their community when visible police patrols are taking place. 

In this section of the essay, I will be exploring what works when tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending. 
The victim discussed within this essay is a repeat victim whereby there are repeat offenders, an approach within policing known as ‘Problem-orientated policing’ (POP) is an approach used to tackle crime and disorder that involves; 
· Identification of a specific problem 
· Thorough analysis to understand the problem 
· Development of a tailored response 
· Assessment of the effects of the response


In the incident discussed throughout this essay, the specific problem is anti-social behaviour and youths causing damage to the victims property. Thorough analysis to understand the problem is that the area in which this incident has taken place is a very deprived area to which previous research shows that this is a gateway to further crime and disorder. 
‘In 1982, Wilson and Kelling (1982) published an essay in The Atlantic that posited that disorder (i.e., public incivilities and deterioration) in urban neighbourhoods leads to increases in serious crime.’ (Wilson and Kelling, 1982)

The quote above states that when an area is suffering from deprivation and deterioration, it will lead to further crime and disorder. This is primarily down to shortage of funds within the local area making it very difficult to ensure the local area is up and running as it should be.

The next stage of Problem-orientated Policing is developing a tailored response to the issue. In relation to the case spoken about throughout this essay, a tailored response to this would be utilising police powers such as stop and search, increased visible patrols as previous studies have shown that having more visible patrols, it reduces the amount of property crime within the area where the patrols have been taking place. By developing these kind of strategies, it will increase community engagement with the police and rebuild a strong repour between police and local communities. 


The final stage of Problem-orientated policing is assessing the effects of the response. As stated above in relation to a tailored response, they also come with their own effects. For example, police utilising their stop and search powers have often been criticised within the media due to officers conducting unlawful stop and searches. 
‘However, despite more emphasis on intelligence-led stop and search, there is still concern that stop and search is being misused or over-used, with the result that individuals from some communities are more likely to undergo stop and search than others.’ (Duncan Lewis Solicitors, no date)

As the quote shows above, police are still under scrutiny for their use of stop and search and this is one of the possible effects in relation to this approach which could lead to further disruption within the local area. On the upside, in a recent survey led in 2023, including 2178 people ages 16+ to which 19% of people stated that they would like to see an increase in a visible police presence.
This statistic above shows me that the British public are keen to see more police presence which could result in more trust within the police and reduction in crime. 

In conclusion, from the research I have conducted and dealing with this incident, using proactive strategies such as more visible patrols and utilising stop and search powers, shows a reduction in crime within local areas. From critically evaluating different approaches to help and support vulnerable victims, the approach of PPN referrals to local authorities can help put victims in contact with the correct people. Exploring what works when it comes to tackling repeat victims and repeat offenders, it is evident that stop and search and an increase in police patrols shows a drastic reduction in crime rates in local areas.


Word count: 2060







 
 





Task 2




Choose 1 of these 5 options to answer 

(Note for officers who have an interest in becoming a detective and wish to specialise in this role, you MUST choose option 5)


1. Response Policing.
2. Policing Communities.
3. Road Policing.
4. Information and Intelligence.
5. Conducting Investigations. 




Task 2 Option 1: 

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum:


Response Policing

A core part of the policing mission is to prevent crime and disorder. Domestic abuse causes both serious harm and constitutes a considerable proportion of overall crime

You should choose a domestic abuse incident that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role in providing a response.



	 

 Critically assess the challenges associated with a domestic abuse incident that you have attended, and the strategies developed for effective policing in such challenging situations. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)



ANSWER:

In this essay, I will be critically assessing the challenges associated with a domestic abuse incident that I have attended, and the strategies developed to ensure that I delivered effective policing. 

Since joining Gwent Police, I have dealt with a number of domestic abuse related incidents, however, I have chosen one incident in particular to critically assess due to its constant challenges and the need for effective strategies to ensure that I gave the victim the best possible service. 

The victim of this domestic abuse incident came to the local police station to discuss the ongoing issues that she was having with her ex-partner. Firstly, she stated to myself that she saw her ex-partner on a street nearby where she lives whereby, he stated to her that if she does not go to court in relation to child contact, he will kill her, or when she next visits Pakistan he will get her killed. Instantly, this raised great concerns for me, and I identified the complexity to this investigation straight away. The victim stated that when the pair were together, everything seemed fine, and they were happily married. However, 2 weeks into the offender beginning work within the United Kingdom, he would not give her any support in relation to their 7-year-old daughter who was severely disabled including her being fed through a tube and being non-verbal. This heightened the risk within this domestic incident due to their being a highly vulnerable child involved, to which the victim stated that the offender would assault their daughter by grabbing her face until it became red and sore, and he continued to do this for approximately 3-4 years. 

The victim stated that the offender would often insult her in front of his brother and other people to assert his dominance towards her. She stated that the abuse got progressively worse over the years whereby he would constantly assault her and on one occasion he strangled her with her scarf for approximately 1 minute leaving her with great difficulty to breathe. He would often throw household objects towards her in order to intimidate her, and to ensure that she was living in constant fear of him. The victim stated to me that the offender applied for multiple visa extensions for him to maintain living in the United Kingdom, however the one extension he applied for got declined. This led to multiple threats towards the victim because the couple were now divorced, and the offender wanted child contact which would potentially allow him to continue living within the United Kingdom legally.

These threats carried on to which the offender found out that the victim was returning to Pakistan to celebrate her cousins wedding. He said to her that when she arrives in Pakistan, he will kill her or get her killed. She told me that she believed the offender when he carried out this threat as she stated that the police in Pakistan are very corrupt, and people can easily pay their way out of trouble. This led the victim to be feeling constant fear and worry whilst having to be a single parent to her 7-year-old disabled daughter who she cares for 24/7.




‘We define domestic abuse as an incident or pattern of incidents of controlling, coercive, threatening, degrading and violent behaviour, including sexual violence, in the majority of cases by a partner or ex-partner, but also by a family member or carer. It is very common. In the vast majority of cases, it is experienced by women and is perpetrated by men.’ (Women’s aid, 2024)

From identifying the definition of domestic abuse, I instantly identified multiple criminal offences such as; 
· Threats to kill 
· Controlling and coercive behaviour 
· Honour based violence
· Common assault
· Assault on a child 
· Nonfatal strangulation

Immediately I knew that this was going to lead into a complex investigation, and I am now going to critically assess the challenges I was faced with when dealing with this incident to ensure I provided the service she deserved. 

Firstly, any crime that is reported to the police is taken seriously, however domestic abuse related incidents are under constant watch from senior management teams to ensure officers are doing the best possible job they can. 

‘The Crime Survey for England and Wales estimated that 2.1 million people aged 16 years and over (1.4 million women and 751,000 men) experienced domestic abuse in the year ending March 2023.’ (Jones, P. 2023)

The statistics shown above clearly show the demand on police in relation to domestic abuse related incidents. However, only 889,918 of those incidents were reported to police leading to 69,314 suspects referred and only 39,198 offenders convicted. (Office for National Statistics, 2023) 
The numbers shown above prove that there is still a huge issue in relation to conviction rates. 

Furthermore, when discussing this incident with the victim I was constantly using The National Decision Model (NDM) to ensure I was making the appropriate decision when moving forward with this investigation. 

‘The national decision model (NDM) is suitable for all decisions and should be used by everyone in policing.’ It can be applied:

· to spontaneous incidents or planned operations
· by an individual or team of people
· to both operational and non-operational situations
(College of Policing, 2024)

I was constantly gathering information from the victim to help me have a wider understanding of the abuse that she has been suffering and being able to assess the threat, risk and develop a working strategy to progress this investigation. From what the victim had already told me, I considered the powers and policies I have available and in this case was to offer the victim a DASH which is a domestic abuse, stalking and harassment risk assessment so I could establish if this incident would be graded as standard, medium or high risk. The options I had to offer to the victim was a DASH referral to partner agencies including an adult at risk PPN and child at risk PPN, although included in the DASH is an honour-based violence section. I believed I needed to fill this section out as honour-based violence is one of the offences I had identified through speaking with the victim.
I told the victim that the offender is going to be arrested for the offences stated above to which he would be interviewed for him to give his side of the multiple incidents that had taken place. 

‘A PPN is an information-sharing document that records safeguarding concerns about an adult or child. PPNs are shared with partner agencies to inform a multi-agency response.’ (Criminal Justice Inspectorates, No date) 

One of the main challenges I faced when progressing this investigation was filing evidence in relation to the assaults on the victims daughter. This was challenging due to her being non-verbal and not being able to gain an account from her to form evidence to produce to the Crown Prosecution Service. I thought of many plans on how to get evidence from the child however, there was no solution apart from a statement from the victim. Although gaining evidence from the child was challenging, my main concern and challenge was to ensure that the victim and child was safe when they are at home. By completing the PPN it allowed me to contact other partner agencies and form a multi-agency response including healthcare professionals and support workers to help the victim when she is at home with her daughter. 

As stated above, the victim told me that the offender applied for a visa extension which had been declined. This instantly made me contact Interpol who oversee international policing, and I knew that they would help me gain further information in relation to the offenders immigration status. 

‘INTERPOL has always been difficult to define: a legal curiosity by virtue of its unconventional creation, a politically neutral international police organization that lacks powers of arrest, seizure, and investigation, but has control over perhaps the greatest criminal and crimes databases in existence today’. (Tsybulenko, E. Suarez, S. 2022)

From identifying the use of Interpol, it allowed me to gather further information in relation to the male and ascertain any further criminal records that he may have from other countries. From critically assessing the use of this approach is that it is not a quick method of gathering information and can take many weeks for information to get back. This led me to use the NDM again to ensure I was making the appropriate decision which was to gather information although it would take time however, I needed to immediately arrest the male and put the evidence to the Crown Prosecution Service.




In continuation, the victim told me that she was living with her ex-partners sister which for me raised great concern as when her ex-partner would see her, he would question her on topics that he had no right in knowing. I immediately thought that her ex-sister-in-law was aiding her ex-partner and was helping him gain further information on the victim and her whereabouts. From identifying this potential risk factor, within the PPN I included this vital piece of information which resulted in a social worker being designated to the women and helping her find a new home whereby it would just be her and her daughter living together with help of a social worker. 

‘The core principles of the best practice framework include a clear multi-agency approach, which addresses risk management, safeguarding and identifies IDVA support’. (Crown Prosecution Service, 2023)

The information I passed to partner agencies ensured that the victim obtained help and support from departments revolving domestic abuse. The victim told me during victim contacts I made with her that she feels much safer within her own home and feels the help from domestic abuse networks help her understand the trauma that she had been through. 

Moving on, my plan was to arrest the offender for the offences stated above and consider the options I had after I had interviewed the offender. I would explain to the custody sergeant what the male had said in interview to which the offender could either be bailed from police custody with strict conditions or I could apply to remand him in police custody until the next available court. I considered bailing the male with strict conditions, however, there is a possibility that he may breach the bail conditions and due to the level of dominance he portrayed towards the victim, he may cause her further harm due to the ‘shame’ on himself that police are involved, and that the offender would face punishments for his actions. 

A case I will now refer to as a breach of bail is the murder of Kelly Pitt, whereby her son Lewis Bush murdered his mother whilst on bail with conditions not to contact her. 
‘You were on bail conditions not to contact her or go to her home, but you went to her home on May 9.’ (Judge Daniel Williams, 2023)

From the information that the victim had provided me with, I graded this domestic incident as high risk and decided to remand the offender in police custody until the next available court. Throughout this case, I was using the NDM to consider multiple options I had available to me and from doing that, I believed I made all of the appropriate decisions in a very complex domestic incident. By remanding the offender in custody, this mitigated any risk that he could have posed before going in front of the judge at court. 

Overall, this investigation was very complex, and I faced many challenges as stated throughout this incident. I believe with the use of the NDM, partner agencies and policing options available to me, this incident was dealt with accordingly and appropriately. 

Word count: 1962












































Task 2 Option 2: 


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Policing Communities

Criminal justice faces ever more challenges from society. While official figures show a drop in police recorded crime in the UK the distribution of crime shows a more complex pattern with violent crime showing a rise. 

Regarding community policing chose an incident that you have attended that presented a complex issue for the community, and that you played a significant role in providing a response.


	
 Critically evaluate a range of interventions that you have employed to promote community engagement that assisted in resolving the issue. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 


















Task 2 Option 3

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Road Policing

The police are the lead agency for collision investigation and have the primary duty to investigate and establish the circumstances that have led to road deaths and life changing injuries.

Describe a serious collision that you attended and in which you took a significant role (e.g., initial reporting officer, scene manager, lead investigator).

	
Critically evaluate the evidence base that you dealt with and strategies that could be implemented to reduce the likelihood of it reoccurring. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 


























Task 2 Option 4


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Information and Intelligence

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.



	 
Critically analyse an investigation, that you have led, commenting on the effectiveness of the National Intelligence Model and the importance of the role played by cross border cooperation in relation to your information and intelligence. 
Reference how effective information and intelligence was used within your operation, and how you used specialist intelligence roles to support your complex investigation.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)






Answer: 


























Task 2 Option 5

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Conducting Investigations

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.


	
Critically evaluate the processes employed in a complex investigation you have been involved in, and the fast-track actions that you have utilised.


Evaluate the support you have provided to victims, witnesses, and offenders (where appropriate) during a complex investigation and reference the management of your own personal values and attitudes in relation to this.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





Answer: 
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