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Introduction:
Throughout history money has taken different forms, years ago it used to be gold and silver as now it is in the form of electronic banking, and physical notes and coins. 96% of the money in the United Kingdom (UK) is stored electronically as deposits, and only 4% is physical money notes and coins. The reason 97% of the UKs money is stored in banks is because it is a safe place to store large amounts of money, as storing physical money make individuals vulnerable, Bank of England (2022). In 2019 the UK had a population of more than 66 million and had the sixth largest economy in the world. As the UK is made up of England, Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland it has large contributions to the economy. The service industry which is made up of industries such as finance and business services, retail, food and beverages, and entertainment made more than three quarters of the UKs Gross Domestic Product (GPD), Page (2021). GPD is the total market value of all goods and services produced within the UK, Fernando (2022). Tourism is also a strong contributor to the UKs GPD, in 2019 residents from other countries that visited spent over 28 billion on travel in the UK. The export of products was worth over 600 billion in 2019 for the UK, the largest export amount being made on cars, Page (2021). 
In 2019 a level up scheme was created by the Conservative party, they proposed to invest more money in towns and cities giving them control of how their investments were going to be used, they also proposed that a 3-billion-pound national skills fund would be grated to improve individuals' skills using apprenticeships. They wanted to increase the publics investments by 40% by 2030. Due to covid this level up scheme was put to a holt, however from October 2021 1.7 billion was shared with 105 towns and cities to start the process of the level up scheme, Reality Check Team (2021). This 1.7 billion spent on the level up scheme was just a fraction of how much the UK spends. According to National Statistics (2020) the total managed expenditure for the UK from 2018 to 2019 was 851.3 billion pounds which was a 2% increase from the previous year. This amount increased a considerable amount more for the next year as National Statistics (2021) states an increase of 26.2 percent in 2020 to 2021 as the total managed expenditure was 1,115.2 billion pounds. 
The significant increase of the UK total expenditure was due to the Covid-19 pandemic which started in 2020. The start of the pandemic causes the UK to go into a lockdown which caused businesses to temporarily close, this lockdown lasted for over 2 months which caused a decrease in GDP, this meant the economy was shrinking. Harari, Keep, and Brien (2021) state that there was a 9.7% decrease in the UKs GDP in 2020, which was the largest drop since 1948, this was due to businesses closing, and jobs being lost. As lockdown restrictions eased in the summer of 2020 the economy started opening again, from the summer the covid cases kept rising and falling as the UK went in and out of lockdowns damaging the economy more. The Government and banks started to announce policies which would help the impact on the economy from the pandemic. These policies were introduced to help businesses and their employees. This was to keep as many businesses as possible open and keep people employed, financial support was offered during the pandemic and lockdowns. In 2020 to 2021 the UKs budget was massively affected due to the pandemic, the government's spending increased yet the tax's decreased, the UKs government spent over 3 billion pounds supporting businesses and employees over the pandemic, Harari, Keep, and Brien (2021).      

 Main Body:
The Coalition Government 2010:
In the 2010 general election the first coalition government since 1945 was formed. The Conservatives and Liberal Democrats had joined to form the Conservative- Liberal Democrat Coalition, from 2010 to 2015 their main goals were to reduce the deficit in the UKs budget which was due to the 2008 financial crisis, Curtice and Ormston (n.d). The 2008 financial crisis was caused by rising energy prices, which lead to the increase of global inflation, property prices started to decrease which decreased the value of assets for many financial institutes, Daunton, Newton, and Yueh (2021). The coalitions aim was to have a tax increase programme and have spending cuts to reform their budget deficit. From 2010 to 2011, and 2015 to 2016 budget cuts of 9.5% were made to overall departmental spending which includes public services and health organisations, these cuts caused many protests which had the views that the government were punishing the poor and vulnerable by making these cuts for the mistakes of the bankers and the government. Throughout the five years of the coalition government there were many protests and arguments about the cuts made, Curtice and Ormston (n.d).   
Between 2010 and 2012 economic growth was still poor, the government did not respond as expected by making more spending cuts and increasing tax's, instead they proposed that the deficit would be reduced after the 2015 election. After the strictest public spending duration at the end of 2015 the national income was still in a 5% deficit. Although throughout the period of 2010 to 2012 there was a significant drop in the deficit it came at a cost to the public. The deficit was achieved by spending cuts and increased tax's, the reduced spending of the national income went from almost 46% in 2009 and 2010, to just over 40% in 2014 and 2015. The tac changed decreased the deficit by 16.4 billion in 2015 and 2016, however this was the result from over 64 billion tax rises, and 48 billion tax cuts. This caused extensive policy activism which still made little change in taxation. Spending on public services, health services, and education fell by 9%, however non-departmental services such as debt interest payments, and social security rose by 4%. The cuts to departmental spending were not shared equally, according to Crawford and Johnson (2015) spending on health and schools and oversees aid increased by 5%, 3%, and 31% during the coalition, altogether the spending on departmental services accounted for almost 40% of departmental spending, this meant spending for other services such as public services was cut more severely going from what should have been a 9% cut to a 19% cut, Crawford and Johnson (2015).        
The 10 years since the introduction of the coalition government in 2010 has dramatically changed, many households can claim benefits that were not available in 2010. The welfare reform will look into welfare spending, disability benefit reform, changes in how people can get benefits and how they are paid, support for employees, and improve housing support. The government's aim for many years has been to limit the spending on working age benefits and encourage them to work, and to protect pensioners. The coalition governments first budget did the same, limited working age benefits and protected pensioners, the Welfare reform Act 2012 was created which helped and is still helping millions of people grating them universal credit and personal independent payments. Many reforms have continued since the collation government and the Conservative Government aimed to reduce spending and save 12 billion pounds by 2019-2020, they were proposing to do this by the Welfare Reform and Work Act 2016, Hobson (2020).    
Austerity:
Governments use austerity when they are trying to reduce debt, it can slow economic growth which can reduce more spending. Austerity is only used if governments are desperate as it can have severe impacts on the country's economy. Austerity is defined as economic policies which a government uses to control public sector debt. The three most common types of austerity are, to increase taxes which will help with the government's spending, another method is increasing tax's and decreasing government spending this method is also known as the Angela Merkel Model, finally, the last method is decreasing tax's and decreasing the government's spending together, Raisin (n.d).
 In 2020 the government cut over 490,000 government jobs, this reduced the government budget by 19%, they also increase the age of retirement from 65 to 66, stopped income tax allowance for pensioners, and reduced the amount people got for child benefits. The government began bringing in austerity measure in 2010 after the 2008 financial crisis, this was to try and battle the budgets debt. The UK has been effects by these austerity measures, level of poverty and unemployment have increased. According to Raisin (n.d) over 30 billion pounds was cut from welfare payments, and housing and social services since 2010. It was also stated that the Government cut more than 200,000 public sector jobs in 2011, this impacted many people of colour and women as they are highly likely to be employyed by lower paying public sector jobs, or even being made unemployed. Raisin (n.d) belives that the amount of people needing food banks have increased, more families that need benefit are in debt, and since the budget cuts and less police officers on patrol crimes have increased. Theresa May the Prime Minister in 2018 announced that she wanted to end auterity in the UK once it had left the EU and after brexit in 2019, however as delays with brexit and a global pandemic have hit there is a delay in when austerity will end for the UK, Raisin (n.d).                     
Police force budget cuts:
The budget cuts made to the police force during the Coalition Government 2010 were said to be an opportunity for communities to take action into their own hands and help police forces out by keeping an eye on crime in their areas, Travis (2010). Under the Coalition Government 2010 police officer's numbers dropped by over 20,000 due to the budget cuts. Statistics from Schraer (2018) show that in September 2017 there were 121,929 police officers across England and Wales which is the lowest number of officers in 20 years. From September 2010 to 2017 the number of police officers fell by 14%. There has also been a drop in the number of Police Community Support officers, their numbers fell by almond 40% during the budget cuts. The overall budget for police forces was cut by 20% during the 5 years the coalition government was in control, Schraer (2018). The cause for the drop of PCSO officers was because ring fenced funding was cut in the first 2 years of the Coalition which helped fund the PCSO officers, Allen, Strickland, and Pepin (2017).
 The impact on the police and public from the budget cuts were major, the increase of crime reports and stretched resources meant police had to prioritise crimes. The lack of funding for equipment and officers left police forces to neglect lower-level crimes such as shoplifting, car crime, and criminal damage, the logic behind this was if a crime is small and cannot be solved scarce resources would be wasted. Serious crimes such as, road traffic collisions, rapes, murders, and any lives at risk were the main priority for many police forces across the UK. The National Police Chiefs were encouraging forces to use the THRIVE model which prioritised emergency calls by assessing their threat, harm, risk, investigation possibilities, vulnerability, and engagement, Dearden (2018). According to BBC News (2018) 33% of victims were left unsatisfied by the polices response to their crime in March 2018, which was an increase of 4% from March 2016, Home Office, The RT Hon Boris Johnson MP, and The RT Hon Priti Patel MP (2019). 
 In 2019 a national campaign was created to recruit 20,000 new police officer after the loss from the coalition, Home Office, The RT Hon Boris Johnson MP, and The RT Hon Priti Patel MP (2019). As the start of officer recruitment began the Coronavirus Pandemic started in March 2020 which effect police forces across the UK. Police forces had to spend extra money on computer equipment for employees to work from home, they also had to buy protective equipment to keep their officers safe while working. This extra spending cost police forces nearly 100 million pounds according to Dodd (2020). 2020 was a challenging year for the police force the recruitment for more officers slowed down and they were faced with an unknown virus which they had to implement government rules for. Tackling a virus is very different to what police officers are taught in their training, they not only had to carry on with their normal roles of stopping crime, but they also had to protect themselves and the public from the virus. They had been given new powers and had to wear new protective equipment. At the start of the pandemic Protective equipment was low in stock which made it difficult for police forces to keep their staff safe. The government also created new rules and laws to keep the public in order and safe around the new virus which police had no time to prepare for as it happened so quickly, The Police Foundation (2020).
 In 2022 police will receive an extra amount of funding of 1.1 billion pounds to help forces battle crime and create safer communities for the public. The 2022 and 2023 funding package is allowing a 7% increase from 2021s funding which will provide police forces with up to 16.9 billion pounds. This funding is all in aid for the governments Beating Crime Plan, this plan aims to reduce the number of victims, create safer communities, which will lead to a safer country. They also want to focus on cutting down the number of homicides, neighbourhood crime, and serious violent crimes, Home Office (2021).
 The police budgets go towards paying police officers and staff, paying into their pensions, buying equipment for police forces to work efficiently, the more money the police have means they can carry out more investigations, maintain PCSO numbers, officers can pursue more dangerous criminals, and help officers reduce crime. Funding can also help safeguard more vulnerable people including children, recruit more officers, and get better justice for victims, Police and Crime Commissioner (n.d). The main funding for police forces budgets in England and Wales are from the Home Office, and Police and Crime Commissioners (PCC), PCCs can also create funding from council taxes. The Home office publishes a Provisional Police Grant Report every year which provides information about the funding for the police for the following year, this funding is paid out under the Police Act 1996. This also includes funding from Welsh Government and Ministry of Housing, the Local Government, and communities. Other ways that PCCs can get funding for police forces is through special police services, these services can include providing police at football matches, concerts, and other events which require a high amount of security, Home Office (2021). 


Conclusion:
Since the Coalition Government 2010 there have been many changes in the UKs budgets. The UK was in a financial crisis and the government was trying to get the country out of debt. Making large budget cuts to many benefits, and services caused many negative arguments towards the government. The cuts of housing benefits which left many in debt and struggling to buy essentials, to making cuts on public services such as the police which caused the public to feel neglected by their police forces. The government started to use austerity to help with the country's financial difficulty, government jobs were cut to lower the budget, and billions of pounds were cut from social services, housing, and welfare payments, there was also a change in retirement age from 65 to 66 and stopped income tax allowance for pensioners. These measures taken to lower the government's spending caused people to go into poverty and become unemployed. 
As mentioned, Raisin (n.d) believes that these cuts caused crime to increase, which with less police officers patrolling created a dangerous community. Although The Coalition Government wanted the public to carry out ‘DIY’ neighbourhood policing to create a safer country, these cuts could have increased crime, not decreased it. Once the Coalition government has ended in 2015 and the country was in a slightly better financial situation the announcement of 20,000 new police officers were to be recruited to help battle crime rates. At the start of the recruitment the COVID-19 pandemic started and slowed down the process. The pandemic has increased public spending with grants being given to businesses and employees to keep them afloat and keep the economy stable. Throughout the last 10 years there have been many budget cuts to decrease the UKS budgets and many cut have had a negative impact for the public but there has been and still is a steady growth to the UKS economy.                   
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