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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

In Wales, safeguarding children is mainly governed by the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 which places duties on local authorities and partner agencies to protect children who may be experiencing abuse, neglect or other forms of harm. Under Section 130 of the Act, a child at risk is defined as a child who is experiencing or is at risk of abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm. The Act places a duty on relevant partners to report a child at risk and for the local authority to make enquires when there is a reasonable cause to suspect a child is at risk (Welsh Government, 2014). These enquires link to Section 47 of the Children Act 1989 which provides a legal basis for investigating concerns related to a child at risk. 

One key feature of safeguarding children in Wales is the emphasis on children’s rights. The Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011 places a duty on Welsh Ministers to have due regard to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) when developing policy and legislation. Wales was the first nation in the United Kingdom to implement the principles of the UNCRC within domestic law. This stresses the importance of child’s right to protection from harm and enables them to participate in decision-making and having their views heard during safeguarding processes. 

Nationally, safeguarding practice is supported by the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) and the statutory guidance “Working Together to Safeguard People.” (Welsh Government, 2016). These provide clear guidance for practitioners to follow when reporting information, assessments and information sharing to other agencies. These procedures do apply across education, health, social services and voluntary sectors to reinforce the notion that safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. They also promote early intervention and outcome focused practice. At a local level, these safeguarding arrangements are coordinated by Regional Safeguarding Boards which monitor local practice, conduct practice reviews and ensure multi-agencies comply. Social Workers must also work in accordance with the Social Care Wales Code of Professional Practice, which requires professionals to protect children from harm, promote wellbeing, respect rights and work together with other agencies (Social Care Wales, 2026). 

Furthermore, contemporary social work in Wales incorporates “contextual safeguarding” frameworks. This requires professionals to recognise the indicators of abuse, neglect or harm and respond promptly. Some of these may include unexplained injuries, poor hygiene, developmental delays, emotional withdrawal, frequent absences from school and sudden behavioural changes (Welsh Government, 2016). Effective safeguarding relies on early identification of those risks, timely reporting and multi-agency collaboration. Social workers, therefore, have a responsibility to assess concerns holistically, work collaboratively with partner agencies and ensure that the child’s welfare remains the paramount consideration under the Children Act 1989. 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

Whilst both adult and child safeguarding aim to prevent abuse, neglect and harm, the legal frameworks and professional responsibilities differ massively.  

One of the key differences is the role of autonomy. In adult safeguarding, social workers must balance an individual’s right to make their own decisions with the duty to protect them from harm. Under the Mental Capacity Act 2005, adults with capacity have the right to make decisions that others may consider unwise (UK Government, 2005). In contrast, child safeguarding is guided by the idea that welfare of the child is most important under the Children Act 1989 (Children Act 1989). As a result, professionals need to intervene to protect a child even where parents may disagree or where the child’s wishes may place them at further risk. 

Another important difference relates to decision-making and participation. Adult safeguarding often requires formal capacity assessments to determine an individual’s ability to make specific decisions. However, in children’s safeguarding, practitioners consider the child’s age, maturity and understanding. The concepts of Gillick competence and the Fraser Guidelines recognise that some children may be capable of making certain decisions independently. However, where concerns exist that a child is experiencing or is at risk of significant harm, safeguarding responsibilities take precedence regardless of a child’s competency. This reflects the greater emphasis on protection within children’s services compared to adults safeguarding.

A further difference I identified relates to safeguarding thresholds. Under Section 130 of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014, a child at risk is defined as a child who is experiencing, or is at risk of abuse, neglect or other forms of harm (Welsh Government, 2014). In contrast, adult safeguarding requires a higher threshold to be met. An adult must have care and support needs, be experiencing or is at risk of abuse or neglect and be unable to protect themselves because of those needs. Reflecting on this difference has helped me understand why intervention within children’s services is often initiated earlier and places further emphasis on protection and prevention. For example, in Wales, “Born into Care” programme promotes pre-birth assessment and intervention when there are concerns that an unborn child may be at significant risks or harm following birth (Children in Wales, 2020). This demonstrates how chid safeguarding focuses on reducing risk and promoting safety at earliest opportunity. Adult safeguarding however, requires consideration of autonomy, capacity and person’s ability to protect themselves from harm. However, both areas should promote person-centred practice to involve individuals in decision making wherever possible. 
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