


The United Kingdom and its complex relationship with organised crime is filled with a diverse range of illicit activities that allow criminal outfits to generate profit and influence. With itself having an impact on social as well as economic elements of society. It should be noted that organised crime is continuously advancing as technology, geo-political shifts, and economic expansion all contribute to new opportunities for organised crime groups to exploit. For example, traditionally speaking it can be argued that organised crime had only focused on drug trafficking or seriously acquisitive crime (Crocker et al., 2018) however nowadays organised crime networks has moved into modern slavery, child sexual exploitation, and cyber related offences.  
Cyber-crime is the prime example of organised crime ‘advancing’ as time goes. It encompasses a wide range of illegal activities that interlink with other crimes, according to the National Crime Agency (2025) online criminal activity can entail hacking, phishing, ransomware or even DDOS attacks. A case example would be the coordinated ransomware-attack on British retail giant Marks and Spencer (M&S) where the automated order and stock systems were compromised which had forced stores across the country to temporarily return to the pen and paper to record data. The damages according to Harpur (2025) were “roughly £300 million off its annual profit.”  With the attack itself likely lasting till June or July. 
Organised crime groups also tend to use their cyber capabilities to further expand illicit activities that have existed for centuries such as human trafficking or more specifically modern slavery with it being interlinked with illicit activities online. When looking at human trafficking in the United Kingdom typically the targeted victims originated from parts of Eastern Europe, Southeast Asia or Africa with some nations on the continents typically being less developed thus forcing people to attempt to earn a living elsewhere. According to the National Crime Agency (2022) they highlighted that victims may find themselves being forced to work in industries pertaining to construction, agriculture or the sex trade where it was established that modern slavery since the end of 2022 had risen by 10.3%... it is said at first most victims tend to be recruited in person by a local from the nation of origin. A study by Lazarus et, al. (2025) found that a victim from Cambodia had been entrapped by a family friend after being promised “a well-paid job” before being forced to work as a scammer by creating false accounts online thus impacting more victims. Kara (2017) explains that the “primary appeal” for traffickers while using the internet is the anonymity as well as take advantage of how the public consumes information, for example using adverts or social media posts to potentially expand their market base which is commonly seen with the sex trade. An example of sex traffickers using the internet would be in the year 2000 where an organised criminal group from Russia began selling women online to customers across Europe including the United Kingdom where they would conduct illicit sales on websites where they would advertise the potential victims. The pimps from the west from there would be easily able to select which type of women that is highly demanded in the market before ordering them for delivery (somewhat like eBay). Furthermore, according to WALK FREE (2023) they explain other benefits that the internet offers to be organised crime groups in relation to sexual exploitation or modern slavery. The article states that social media can also be used to “track victims” or “control their movements.” It was also explained that victims are typically recruited through social media through fake job adverts which has led to accusations against companies like meta for being complicit by not taking substantial action against this widespread issue. 

Addressing the impact of cyber-crime on the United Kingdom has numerous layers due to cyber-crime having a wide range of activities. Addressing it from an economic perspective it can be established that 43% of businesses and 30% of charities have reported experiencing a cyber security breach in the last year (Department for Science, Innovation & Technology and Home Office, 2025). It is expected that smaller business has less resources or capabilities to resist against cyber-crime so the government has agreed to launch initiatives, according to Leiu (2025) there will be a roll out for “A new Cyber Action Toolkit” which will help to “empower” the businesses by offering better cyber-security measures.  
However there have been concerns about how effective the British government are in responding to cyber-attacks. The National Audit Office (2025) have found that the biggest security risks are “skill gaps” which prevents building strong cyber resilience with security roles organisations being left vacant or temporary. Not only that numerous IT systems that government organisations across the nation use were found to be quite vulnerable as “at least 228” legacy IT systems are prone to cyber-attacks. Furthermore, organised crime through cyber-capabilities may impact British security interests as there are concerns that political or religious extremism is on the rise (Counter Terrorism Police, 2020) no thanks to the advent of disinformation online where the fabrication of content or the manipulation of existing material is used to spread hate and cause events that may benefit an extreme political entity. According to Harding, et al (2024) they explain that despite disinformation being quite old “it now has the potential to spread faster” through the internet and encrypted applications such as WhatsApp, the impact of disinformation on national security has had a relationship with an increase in a number of hate crimes such as the Southport riots where many individuals participated in acts of violence because of accounts on social media (most primarily Twitter) spreading propaganda aimed to slander Muslims or those in the Asian community (Spring, 2024). 
The British government response to cyber-related crime was enforcing the Online Safety Act where ideally online platforms must ensure that their users verify by using their government issue IDs, this is to ensure that children are safe by not being able to communicate with potential older people and keep them away from accessing NSFW content.  
This however has been heavily criticised and accusations of the British government simply seeking to enforce more censorship (Sim, 2025) for example a concern was that this act could be misused to block certain websites that the government may believe could a threat to their credibility or simply doesn’t align with national interests. 
Furthermore, criticism of the Online Safety Act can also draw upon concerns as to whether companies can safely store customer private data such as the government IDs as there have been cases of organised cyber crime targeting companies that store sensitive data of their consumers. A highlight of this was when the social media giant “Discord” was hacked where roughly 70,000 IDs were leaked (Chia, 2025) with many users being minors themselves. Discord as platform that also operates in the United Kingdom has readily followed the online safety act however it’s lack of better security infrastructure and being a victim of social engineering left it vulnerable to ransomware thus leaving many of its users at risk. 
According to Clark (2025) in his article he explains that the British government aims to shift the burden of cyber security to firms or organisations that are “best placed” to deal with threats; they plan on improving the NCSC’s guidance and increase the number of skilled cyber experts.
The government also has considered in improving its law enforcement capabilities an example of which is giving the National Crime Agency additional resources in ensuring that the organisation have “multi-agency, multi-disciplinary team.” (Home Office, 2023) under the TRACER programme which will assess risks or opportunities when conducting digital investigations. Note this was under the Rishi Sunak government so it isn’t entirely known if everything discussed in the source has fully come into fruition. 
In conclusion it can be agreed that organised crime has very deeply embedded itself in the cyber world which especially helped expand both new and old illicit activities to generate profits. From attacking companies to compromise their systems and data to exploiting vulnerable people via online means it is easy to see that it has a massive impact on both economical and state security apparatus of the United Kingdom. The government has enacted measures to counteract this growing problem however it could be argued that more could be done to mitigate the issue however on the other hand concerns of sacrificing general privacy to hunt down criminal entities could be seen as steps toward censorship (for example, the online safety act.) also the government has agreed to try and improve in assisting citizens and their businesses through pilot schemes while also upgrading its law enforcement capabilities. A suggestion that could help the process of taking down cyber-related crime is streamlining communications between different organisations and allow for collaboration against the growing threat from both organised crime groups and extremist factions. 
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