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A Critical Examination of the Sky in Relation to Material Culture 
Draft structure:

Aim
This essay compares two representations of Sirius: a contemporary digital photograph taken from Lisbon (March 2026) and the depiction of the goddess Isis-Sopdet on the astronomical ceiling of the Tomb of Senenmut (c. 1473 BCE), to examine how the cultural context of observation shapes the meaning of a sky phenomenon.

Primary Sources
Image 1: Sirius in the early evening sky, Lisbon, Portugal, 7 March 2026, 19h26. Digital photograph (Martina Anguelova).
Image 2: The Goddess Isis-Sopdet (Sirius) and Sah (Orion), detail from the southern panel of the astronomical ceiling of the Tomb of Senenmut, c. 1473 BCE, painted plaster on limestone, Deir el-Bahri, Thebes. 18th Dynasty, reign of Hatshepsut.
1. Introduction:
· Introduce both images and state the aim.
· Provide an academic context within cultural astronomy, drawing on Campion.
· Justify the phenomenological approach using Moran and Campion. (from reading list).
· State the three themes for the comparison: (1) systems of knowledge and the act of seeing; (2) representation and loss; (3) the observer and time.
· Outline the essay’s structure.
2. Fieldwork: Primary Source Descriptions
· My photograph of Sirius. Include: what it is, what drew me to it (personal astrological significance, how it makes me feel, what it says about my environment (urban, light-polluted inner-city and how I follow and “seek it out” in other environments during my travels). Add what it says about my culture (individual practice rather than collective ritual, especially as my current international culture(s) have no direct relationship to it).
· Apply reflexivity: insider position within the astrological framework, using Campion and Moran again.
· The Isis-Sopdet Figure: Address the assessment’s primary source questions (what, who, when, where, why, intended audience, how do we know all this, (re-watch and refer back to Darrelyn’s seminars).
· Describe the iconography using Priskin on the identification of the Isis-Sopdet figure. Use Belmonte and Shaltout on the ceiling as a schematic celestial diagram rather than an observational record.
· The broader cultural significance of Sirius-Sopdet: heliacal rising, Nile inundation, calendrical and eschatological functions.
· Include Bernadette’s email guidance i.e. Priskin’s opinion vs fact.
3. Thematic Comparison
· The analytical core of the essay.
· Each subsection compares and contrasts the two images through one thematic lens.

A) Systems of Knowledge and the Act of Seeing:
· Compare how each framework transforms Sirius into something meaningful: my astrological framework (individual, chosen, interpretive) versus the Egyptian theological-calendrical system (collective, structural, institutional).
· Use Moran on intentionality and Merleau-Ponty’s embodied perception; Campion on the insider-outsider dynamic; Belmonte and Shaltout on the ceiling’s schematic function.

B) Representation and Loss:
· My photograph captures light and personal meaning; the ceiling captures cultural function but not visual appearance. Both are mediations.
· Use Belmonte and Shaltout on the ceiling as schematic rather than observational; Priskin on the iconographic origins of the figure in the star pattern of Canis Major (keep in mind Bernadette’s comment again); Moran on phenomenological disclosure and modes of appearing.


C) The Observer and Time:

· My photograph freezes a single biographical moment; the ceiling encodes cyclical time (heliacal rising, inundation, return).
· Use Belmonte and Lull on calendrical significance; Campion on the shift from collective to individual sky practice; Moran on Husserl’s temporal awareness.
4. Conclusion
· Draw together all three thematic findings.
· Answer the central question: what do these two images say about how culture shapes the meaning of the sky?
· Reflect on the shift from collective ritual significance to individual practice.
· Relate findings back to Campion and Moran.
· No new material here.
5. Images
· Clear, captioned images of both primary sources.
6. Bibliography
· Follow guidelines for correct formatting
· Check footnotes throughout
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