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‘A Critical Comparison of Two JSTOR Papers’
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Introduction

This essay critically compares and contrasts two JSTOR papers. The two papers chosen are Alisha Rankin, ‘Telling Time Through Medicine: A Gendered Perspective, Gendered Temporalities in the Early Modern World, (2018), pp.95-114, and Nancy Siraisi, ‘Anatomizing the Past: Physicians and History in Renaissance Culture’, Renaissance Quarterly, vol.52, No.1 (2000), pp.1-30. Beginning with the examination of logical structure, examining the ease in which the information is presented, then moving on to review the authors investigation of their respective topics, and exploring similar concepts presented in the authors works, this paper will offer a notion of these concepts. 

Logical Structure

Rankin’s work, as used in this analysis, while procured from the JSTOR database, and is featured as a chapter in the book ‘Gendered Temporalities in the Early Modern World’.[footnoteRef:1] According to Tufts University website, Rankin has over 48 publications ranging from journal articles to books.[footnoteRef:2] Siraisi’s work, as used in this analysis is reported as having been cited two times (not including this work), although it is worth noting, as reported by the MacArthur Foundation, Siraisi is an accomplished book and journal author.[footnoteRef:3]	 [1:  https://muse.jhu.edu/pub/315/oa_edited_volume/chapter/2360017]  [2:  https://facultyprofiles.tufts.edu/alisha-rankin/publications?favouritesFirst=true&perPage=25&sort=dateDesc&startFrom=25]  [3:  https://www-jstor-org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/stable/2901531?searchText=physicians+and+history+siraisi&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3Dphysicians%2Band%2Bhistory%2Bsiraisi&ab_segments=0%2Fbasic_search_gsv2%2Fcontrol&refreqid=fastly-default%3A1f66911355593aa2e1f3717d5f9d0faa
https://www.macfound.org/fellows/class-of-2008/nancy-siraisi#searchresults] 

Rankin and Siraisi’s introductions are contrasted with Siraisi stating a position and presenting references and arguments to justify that position, while Rankin takes an approach of presenting the evidence and presenting a conclusionary thought based on the summation of the evidence. Siraisi writes, “In my view” and “I hope to justify”, indicating she has taken a position and will be supporting that position in her text.[footnoteRef:4] Rankin writes, “Drawing on letters and medical recipes, it argues (the evidence) that women both reflected broader reckonings of time and drew their own concepts of medical temporality from the female body, including menstrual cycles, pregnancy and childbirth’ (Rankin, 2018).[footnoteRef:5] [4:  Siraisi, Nancy. “Anatomizing the Past: Physicians and History in Renaissance Culture.” Renaissance Quarterly, vol. 53, no. 1, 2000, pp. 1–30. JSTOR, https://doi.org/10.2307/2901531. Accessed 2 Nov. 2023.
]  [5:  Rankin, Alisha. “Telling Time through Medicine: A Gendered Perspective.” Gendered Temporalities in the Early Modern World, edited by Merry E. Wiesner-Hanks, Amsterdam University Press, 2018, pp. 95–114. JSTOR, https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctv5qdfst.7. Accessed 2 Nov. 2023.


] 

Siraisi’s text leads the reader through time exploring the history of medicine through exploration of prominent male figures and their works from fifteenth through seventeenth centuries. Siraisi’s subject matter proves extensive as she discusses in meticulous fashion, topics ranging from the historical reading of medical literature and its perceived benefits to the use of medical modalities such as astrological medicine and wraps up with her synapsis of the subjects to demonstrate the implications of historical text on the persons and works she is discussing. 
If one is not overly familiar with medical history during the Renaissance culture and its prominent figures, it is easy to imagine Siraisi’s work, in this instance being regarded as discordant, heavily inserting names of persons and works at times, seemingly with no critical contribution to the overall impetus of the text. 
Rankin’s work, as used here, leads the reader through factual concepts by exploring personal correspondence between two female aristocrats of the early modern European era. Rankin goes on to analyze the correspondence through models of time and medicine highlighting a significant thread of practical models of time and medicine in early modern European era. Offering an example of this, Rankin inserts a quote from one piece of correspondence used in her work, “Her first calculation was made after the convention of our women, and according to that, I give her eight days. But one cannot know, as your Grace is well aware” (Rankin, 2018). Rankin goes on to offer analysis of this piece, writing in part, “Doretha’s letter provides evidence of the expectation that women would calculate their own time to delivery and that there were differing conventions on how to do so” (Rankin, 2018).  
Comparing logical structure, Rankin’s work is simply easier to follow. Rankin arranges information straightforwardly, which allows the reader to follow the information cohesively. Siraisi’s work is written as a persistent stream of information, and although separated by paragraphs, interchanging elaborate themes of Renaissance history and medicine without clear distinctions in declaration, leads to the thematic reductions becoming convoluted.


Investigating the Topic

In comparing Siraisi and Rankin’s investigative themes, they are similar in that both authors cite primary and secondary sources of information in their works and both authors cite their own previous works in the articles being used for analysis here. Interestingly, Rankin cites Siraisi in her work. The authors footnote sections contrast one another’s with Siraisi’s footnotes boasting extensive investigative references ranging from a collection of remedies by Jocopo Dondi to mentions of political undercurrents in the Spanish Lombardy region to medical graduation speeches given by graduates of medical study demonstrating a broad investigative scope. Rankin’s footnote section also having significant sourcing demonstrates the boundaries of her research having a more focused investigative flair with many of her references having words associated directly with her topic including words such as time, apothecary, medicine, etc. 
While both texts reflect analysis of medical themes, each author explores her respective topic in ways unique to her theme and writing style creating quite dissimilar content. Rankin takes an overt gendered stance, exploring her work through the lens of women’s role in medicine, as noted in the title of her paper. Siraisi’s work does not explicitly take a gendered position, however, she does explore heavily the works of males. 
By further contrast, although both authors assess historical models of medicine, Rankins work targets an under identified area of research as supported by Mary Fissell highlighting in her work, Introduction: Women, Health and Healing in Early Modern Europe, “First, for structural reasons, women’s health-care work is underdocumented compared to that of many men” (Fissell, 2008). [footnoteRef:6]In reviewing Siraisi’s work as analyzed here and other text for reference, it appears Siraisi’s work tends to highlight the work of, as she references in her works, “medicine men”. [footnoteRef:7]Siraisi’s work, Anatomizing the Past: Physicians and History in Renaissance Culture, analyzes physicians’ relation to a sophisticated body of work to include, but certainly not limited to Homer, Plato, and Hippocrates. Even if one is not well versed in the discussion of history or medicine, any reader with the capacity to search scholarly journal articles likely recognize these names, demonstrating the depth of investigative resources available on Siraisi’s topic. Another reason Siraisi may have access to extensively more information is because, according to Theresa Vaughan, women’s medical contribution during this time period was considered synonymous with ‘folk medicine’ which would be considered in contemporary terms alternative medicine rather than empirical medicine and thus less consideration was given to its documentation.[footnoteRef:8] [6:  FISSELL, MARY E. “Introduction: Women, Health, and Healing in Early Modern Europe.” Bulletin of the History of Medicine, vol. 82, no. 1, 2008, pp. 1–17. JSTOR, http://www.jstor.org/stable/44448504. Accessed 2 Nov. 2023.]  [7:  Siraisi uses the term “medical men’ in numerous articles to describe men in the modern European era who study medicine in various forms from practicing to philosophizing. ]  [8:  Vaughan, Theresa A. “Theoretical Medicine vs. Practical Medicine.” Women, Food, and Diet in the Middle Ages: Balancing the Humours, Amsterdam University Press, 2020, pp. 91–110. JSTOR, https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctv186grqv.8. Accessed 2 Nov. 2023.
] 


Similar Concept of Medicine

A commonality in the authors work is the mention of Galenic medicine. This is surely a testament to the significance of Galenic medicine in the culture of the time period. Snowden, who writes on the legacy of Hippocrates and Galen documents, “Galen isolated Hippocrates from his context, oversimplified the complexity and contradictions of Greek physicians practice, and overstated the role of theory in their work” (Snowden, 2020). [footnoteRef:9]This stance resonates with themes both Siraisi and Rankin echo in their works with both authors referencing the Galenic practices later being rebuffed. However, Snowden goes on to quote historian Vivian Nutton, reporting, “Galen’s conception of Hippocrates and Hippocratic medicine not only dominated until recently, historians’ approaches to their medical past, but more subtly, continues to influence modern perceptions of what medicine is and how it should be practiced” (Snowden, 2020). We see here the consequential influence of Galenic medicine and therefore understand that any author notating medicine during this era would be most likely to report the use of Galenic procedure.  [9:  SNOWDEN, FRANK M. “Humoral Medicine: The Legacy of Hippocrates and Galen.” Epidemics and Society: From the Black Death to the Present, Yale University Press, 2019, pp. 9–27. JSTOR, https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctvqc6gg5.7. Accessed 2 Nov. 2023.
] 

The authors echo one another adding aspects of humoral medicine referencing the body being a microcosm of the macrocosm and this connection having a medical interrelation (Snowden, 2020).  Rankin inserts into her work a depiction of “zodiac man” as a commonly referenced source by literate physicians during the Renaissance era.[footnoteRef:10] Siraisi goes on to reference the works of Thomas Bodier and his careful notes kept on the astrological influences present during the onset through the culmination of his patients’ afflictions, regardless of if that culmination resulting in recovery or death. Both authors reference astrological themes relatively briefly and this may be understood by conclusions in Siraisi’s work, Medicine, 1450-1620, and the History of Science, where she enlightens readers by stating, “Physicians of this period who wrote on astrology addressed a branch of knowledge long considered highly relevant to medicine, but at a time when its validity-and thus its usefulness for medicine-was becoming the subject of criticism and revision” (Siraisi, 2012). [footnoteRef:11] [10:  Rankin demonstrates in Telling Time Through Medicine: A Gendered Perspective, a drawn model of a human figure with the figures body parts labeled in correspondence to their cosmogenic influence. ]  [11:  Siraisi, Nancy G. “Medicine, 1450–1620, and the History of Science.” Isis, vol. 103, no. 3, 2012, pp. 491–514. JSTOR, https://doi.org/10.1086/667970. Accessed 2 Nov. 2023.

] 

Although the authors themes can be compared here the use of these themes are used in dissimilar ways. Siraisi approaches this concept analyzing the effect historical influences (historical at the time of the early European era) had on the development of physicians’ medical philosophy while Rankin sources relevant concepts to discuss their practical uses during the same era. And while the authors use the information is disparate ways the concepts are complimentary. 

Conclusion

Siraisi’s conclusion does intersect the ancient affinity of medicine, rhetoric and history, as vowed in her introduction, however, searching for coherent consummation as it relates to the designation of the matter is laborious. Rankin, by contrast, clearly ties in the themes of time, gender and medicine, even stating the precise designations in her conclusion as mentioned in the first arguments of her paper to include childbirth, medical time, botanical patterns, etc. demonstrating an intellectual strand that conveys a consistent line of reasoning. A common thread of medicine in the Renaissance era runs through both authors works although each author approaches the task from differing perspectives with no concepts being diametrically opposed. The works are complimentary in offering a fuller view of the ideological and practical implications of medicine during this time period. Siraisi’s work tends to offer an extensive range while Rankins work offers more concentrated concepts. Both authors cover their respective topics comprehensively and their work proves complimentary to one another. 
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