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On a fundamental level I disagree with the assessment that Rune Aae, an assistant professor and researcher of the University of Southeast Norway is too close to his subject to remain impartial. I believe the emotional connection between animal and human is a palpable and entirely unavoidable over time.
[bookmark: _Int_1USIjRg3]Aae had spent 2 years following the walrus's behaviour and movements throughout the North Sea area between Norway, Germany, the UK, and the Netherlands. He was a measured and sensible voice through the hype and media noise of Freya becoming a celebrity. He foresaw that trouble was on the horizon as the situation around her escalated. People were getting ever closer to the wild animal and crowding her. He was concerned watching people's uncontrolled increasingly unsafe behaviour around her in July 2022, a month before she was shot.
 “She doesn’t get any peace”,” Everything indicated that she wanted to get away. But she couldn’t because she was trapped” (Science Norway 2022)
 However, when the walrus was shot on the morning of Sunday August 14th, 2022, he seemed bereft. 
“My body was empty” “I cried a lot and yesterday was awful too” (09:10 Animal Reader 2022)
Although I find this personally perfectly acceptable, I can also see that his judgement as an objective researcher and biologist may have been compromised and therefore his comments may have been construed as less than an authority on Freyas euthanasia. 
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