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 	Within this essay it will explore children with disabilities. There will be a focus on how the barriers to gaining full access to society considering issues to political, social and economic structures and resources. This will be in consideration to where the power and control are.


			        (Author: Goodwin, 2018).  
 The headline above indicates that children with disabilities are at risk of exclusion within education compared to other children. This could be due to many barriers that they face, which needs to be overcome before they are able to gain full access to society. The outcome of this headline would show that there are a huge number of children that are at risk of, if not already, being excluded; this is due to an estimated 7% of children and young people in the UK being disabled (Office of the Deputy Prime Minister, 2005). This figure translates to 43,000 children under the age of 16 in Wales who are severely disabled (NCMA Wales, 2009).
 	Society is a concept that is used to describe the structured relations within a large community of people (Giddens & Stutton, 2014). Society is mainly seen to be built around family, school, work and the government (Klein, 2017). Full access to society is seen to be important due people having a sense of belonging. This access to society creates the idea that everyone is able to feel part of something important within the community, for example sharing ideas and common interests (Klein, 2017). It is believed by Bronfenbrenner that the world has a complex web of macrosystem, mesosystem, exosystem and microsystem. It is thought that these are all established at our birth. The education system looks at the microsystem, which is the smallest environment in which the child lives. The microsystem covers the daily home, school, peer group and community environment of children. Interactions within the microsystem include personal relationships with family members, teachers and classmates. It is believed that how these groups or individuals interact with the child has an effect on how the child grows, as well as how they treat others in return. The microsystem links with the mesosystem because it involves the links between home and school and between peer groups and their families. It is said that if these links and connections are strong and positive it will have a positive outcome on how the child develops. However, if there is a negative connection it can cause the child to develop in a negative way, which is believed they will have negative attitudes towards certain things and people later in life (Psychology Notes HQ, 2013).
 	Pupils with disabilities are considered to face many barriers gaining and feeling like they have full access to society. This is because they can feel that they are being grouped or stereotyped against, causing them to face further barriers later in life. There have been many changes made within in the law, education and communities, as well as people's own views, over the years to support people with disabilities. 
 	Disabilities can include a wide range of things; it is described as a mental or physical condition that can limit a person’s movement, activities or senses (Oxford University Press, 2018). The word 'disabled' defines a person as someone who has a mental or physical impairment that causes substantial and some long-term effects on their ability to carry out every day activities (RNIB, 2018).
 	It is thought that children with disabilities are one of the most excluded groups within society. This is thought to be due to them facing daily discrimination from the negative attitudes and lack of adequate policies and legislations, as well as not fully understanding or realising their rights within the healthcare or education (UNICEF, 2017).
	All children with disabilities have entitlements, which are in place by law, to impact their provision that schools, and other educational settings make for them. There have been several changes within the different legislations and policies over the years. One of the first legislations to be put into place was the Education Act (1970), however the act that had the largest effect for children with disabilities was The Warnock Report (1978). The Warnock Report (1978) introduced how children should be supported, changing the way other legislations worked. The impact this report had was to make the other legislations change and become more inclusive for everyone. 
 	In 1995, the Disability Discrimination Act came into force. This made it illegal for services to discriminate against disabled people, it also meant that there needed to be better access to buildings and facilities (Burnham & Baker, 2010). Even with all these legislations and laws out there to protect and include people with disabilities, they are still faced with many barriers within society which can cause them to feel at risk of exclusion. Exclusion is described as a process where individuals are pushed to the edge of society. It also prevents them from participating fully due to their poverty, labels they have been given or lack of basic competencies as a result of discrimination (Eurostat, 2010). Exclusion can cause them to distance themselves from education and possible job opportunities in later life. When it comes to control and power within society people who have the feeling of exclusion or have been discriminated will feel like they have little access to decision-making, causing them to feel powerless and lacking control over their choices in daily life (Eurostat, 2010). There are many things that have been done to help prevent exclusion and these are the legislations that have been in place to protect everyone and give everyone equal opportunities. Some of the main issues of exclusion can stem from class, status, power and social control (Burnham & Baker, 2010).
 	All pupils, no matter what their needs or abilities are, have equal rights to education and learning. They all have the right to be in environments without barriers to participation, meaning they are able to participate fully in experiences and activities offered by an educational setting or service. However, the barriers that pupils with disabilities could come across when it comes to inclusion are the organisational barriers. This can originate from school policies and lack of training, which can be caused by school funding as well as the attitudes of a school. The school's funding and attitudes can also cause physical barriers, for example a pupil could face lack of equipment, resources or even lack of access (Burnham & Baker, 2010). Some people find it hard to see past the disability of a person and can see them as being challenging, causing a huge effect on the attitude that someone might have. This can lead to creating further barriers for a pupil with disabilities and their inclusion and access within education, as well as society (Hryniewicz, 2013).
 	 A large barrier that children could face is being labelled due to their disability and then living with that label throughout school life, as well as home life. Labelling is the identification of given characteristics which can include people naming or implying labels. When a person is socially labelled, other people can end up treating that person according to that label. The labelling theory has now become one of the better-known sociological approaches (Straus, 2002). Within sociology, the labelling theory explains that people’s behaviour clashes with the social norms. An example of this is if someone is called naughty, their behaviour then mirrors this label (Chegg Inc, 2018). Labelling a child with certain physical limitations as handicapped can cause them to feel that they are not able to fulfill any role obligations that a child without a disability can do. This labelling process can lead to self-fulfilling prophecies (Merton, 1957; Straus, 2002). For example, it can cause barriers for children because an assumption has been made that a person with a disability cannot function in any given job, causing people not to offer the children certain types of jobs or activities (Straus, 2002).
 	Some of the barriers that children could face trying to gain full access to society are political, social and economic barriers. The main barrier that can have a huge impact is social structures and resources. It has been reported that children feel they have been excluded from secondary school. This girl's case has affected friendships because she didn’t feel she was able to go to the same school as them, as it wasn’t accessible or suitable for her (BBC, 2018).


				    (Image 1: Author, Fovargue, 2017)
Image 1 indicates the different thinking models that schools, and society have on people with disabilities. The medical model of disability used to be, and can still be, used more frequently than the social model, not just within education but within society as well. The social model of disability creates the idea that disability is caused by the way society is organised rather than looking at the persons disability. The social model of disability is a more constructive way of thinking about disabilities, this is because it highlights and recognises that discrimination against disabled people is brought on by society. However, the social model helps everyone within society to see impairments, enabling disabled people to have the opportunities to develop their potential by becoming more independent and play a larger part within society. This is because the social model helps society see where people with disabilities are being restricted. Therefore, adjustments can be made to the environment, facilities and resources that can be provided, enabling more people to have positive attitudes and assumptions (Beith, Bulman et al. (2010). Whereas the medical model of disability is the complete opposite, it shows that people are only disabled by their impairments. (Fovargue, 2017). The kind of language used within the medical model had promoted labelling and attitudes that people with disabilities are people who need to be corrected somehow, so they are brought into line with everyone else (Burnham & Baker, 2010).
 	Both of these models have had a huge impact on the way people are looked at and labelled regarding their disabilities, rather than seeing their real potential. In their own way both models act as a huge barrier for pupils with a disability, which can impact on them socially (Burnham & Baker, 2010). Attitudinal barriers are created because of discrimination and stigmatisation. These issues can have a huge impact on a person’s dignity and cause them to question their potential. This barrier is seen as one of the greatest obstacles when it comes to achieving social integration and equal opportunities (Wapling & Downie, 2012; UNICEF, 2013; Heymann et al., 2014; Bruijin et al., 2012).
 	Social barriers can exist and be created because disabled children can end up spending more time with adults rather than their peers (Woolley, Armitage, et al. 2003). This could cause them to become very anxious and only cling to adults they know and are familiar with. This can cause them issues when it comes to playing with other children due to them not fully understanding how to appropriately play with others, along with not wanting to do any other activities independently or with other children (The Mental Health Foundation, 1997). This can then go on to affect them when they go through different transitions in schools, as well as affecting them later in life when they are looking for jobs or even going to do some traveling. This is because they do not know how to feel comfortable without a familiar adult as well as working as part of a team with people their own age, giving them the opportunities to develop their social skills (The Mental Health Foundation, 1997).  
 	Pupils who have a disability that affect hearing, speech, reading, writing or understanding can experience communication barriers. They might struggle to understand what is expected of them, causing them to feel isolated and excluded. This does not just affect them through their school life, but it can affect them getting jobs later on in life because they might not fully understand what they need to, they face the barriers of filling in forms not just for jobs but for medical information as well. All of these barriers, if they are not supported in the correct way, can affect them throughout the whole of their life. It can make them feel that they lack control and power over their own life which can affect them in a number of ways, creating further social barriers through making friends, talking to medical professionals, as well as struggling with job interviews (Morris, 2006).
 	These social barriers can also impact some of the political and economic barriers that children with disabilities could face within society. These can mainly be due to the power and control within society. Power is described as the ability to advance one’s interest over other peoples, this can impact and influence the behaviour of others as well as the outcomes of certain events (Straus, 2002). Social control is described as an individual or group enforcing conformity and compliance to establish social norms or expectations (AlleyDog, 2018). Social control is seen to be linked to power and with the social control being enforced and developed within groups creates the idea of power and control, which can impact and cause barriers for groups of people within society, making it harder for everyone to feel full included within society (Jonowitz, 2014).
 	The barriers within society can be caused by different policies that are created by the government, known as the power and control over society. Policy barriers are becoming more frequent due to the lack of awareness or enforcement of the existing regulations and laws, as well as impacting on people with disabilities and their families not fully understanding their rights (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 2017). Even with the policies in place throughout educational settings and other environments there are still many physical barriers within environments. The physical barriers to environments within the communities, as well as educational settings, can be due to the way certain funding have be spread out. This causes a huge impact on people with disabilities because they lack control and power over these environments as well as the resources and equipment they need (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 2017). The political barriers that children with disabilities face goes hand in hand with economical barriers they could face, due lack of funding provided for them within education as well as medically. It is estimated that 55% of families with a disabled child live in poverty (House of Commons Work and Pensions Committee, 2003). This could be due to the fact they face up to three times the cost of families living with no disabled children and they are more likely to be unemployed or be on lower incomes (Dobson & Middleton, 1998). Statics show that only 3% of mothers with a disabled child work full-time and only 13% work part-time (Griggs & Walker, 2008). This shows that barriers within society are not only in place for the children with the disability, but it has an impact and causes barriers for the families as well. 
 	One of the biggest issues that people with disabilities can face is their own is anxiety and lack of confidence, which can have a huge impact on their employment and have a knock-on effect to them economically. Some statistics show that 19% of people aged 16 or above with a disability said that their lack of confidence was a barrier to employment, where as it was only 4% of people without a disability said the same thing (Ridley, 2016). With all these barriers that children with disabilities can face, it causes them to be at risk of exclusion from education, future jobs, certain friendship groups and causing them problems when it comes to feeling like they have full access to society. 
 	In conclusion, the biggest challenge to overcome is the attitudes of the school and community including staff, parents and other pupils, because it is hard to change opinions and attitudes that other people have. The most important thing to remember and try to get across is that the needs of a child always comes first, and when and where you can stand up for the rights of those pupils and support them in gaining access to society (Burnham & Baker, 2010). Another huge barrier that children with disabilities face when it comes to gaining full access to society that can be caused through political and economic resources is the physical barriers that they face. Although the Special Educational Needs and Disability Act 2001 state that everyone should be able to access an educational institution and all staff should be made aware of all provisions that need to be in place. As well as this all schools must have an up-to-date equal opportunities policy as well as an inclusion policy (Burnham & Baker, 2010). However, as shown above from the news articles, this is not always the case and some children feel like they are at a disadvantage because schools are not being made accessible to them. Ultimately this is causing it to have an effect on them socially as well because they may have to have the transition to a new school, causing anxiety as well as trying to build new friendship groups. There are still many things that need to be done and put in place to prevent the risk of exclusion for children with disabilities within society. Some of the things that could be done to ensure that child is not faced with social barriers, which can affect their confidence late in life, could be that staff help to support and develop their confidence. This can be done by having group games with children of a similar age and giving them the opportunity to develop their social skills with children their own age or other children with disabilities. Another thing that could be done could be to create more awareness of the importance of inclusion and highlighting the issues that are out there to support children with disabilities, which could potentially lead to more fund raising within communities and schools to support families and children with disabilities to help them overcome the economic and political barriers. If there was more awareness within society and communities, people might work together to make sure that there is more inclusion and support for individuals and their families, making sure they do not face as many barriers when they are entering society.
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