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The importance of respecting the voice of the child.Aim. The aim of this paper is to provide information and highlight points of the children’s rights in early years settings for parents and practitioners. This paper also includes relevant information from the UNCRC, Foundation Phase and Flying Start Policies.
In November 1989, The United Nations adopted the children’s rights declaration, becoming the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), this became a legally binding international agreement setting out the civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights of every child, regardless of their race, religion or abilities (Save the Children, no date).
‘The Welsh Government formally adopted the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the child to provide a foundation of principle for dealings with children on the 14th January 2004’ (Children in Wales, 2014)
In 2014 the Welsh Government outlined a Programme for Children and Young People, with the ambition for every child to understand their rights. The programme is based on seven core aims, these are linked with the UNCRC and the Well-being and Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 (Welsh Government, 2015).
Each core aim is shown below with a short description and the UNCRC articles it relates to:



A flying start in life (as mentioned above) is reflected in all twelve areas of the Programme for Government (PfG). The programme includes different key programmes and policies, including the Foundation Phase (2015), Building a Brighter Future; Early Years and Childcare Plan (2013) and Flying Start (Welsh Government, 2015).
 Policy and legislation for children in Wales is reinforced by the UNCRC. The Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011 , the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 and the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 all create responsibilities for public authorities to help with the awareness of children’s rights. A Children’s Rights Approach is integrating children’s rights into every aspect of decision-making, policy and practice. (Children’s Commissioner Wales, 2017)

(Welsh Government, 2015, p. 4).
Core Aim 6 : A safe home and community.
•Ensure a safe home and a community which supports physical and emotional well-being.
 •Articles 9 - 11, 15, 16, 23, 33, 37 and 40.
Core Aim 4 : Play, sport, leisure and culture.
•Ensure access to play, leisure, sporting and cultural activities.
•Articles 15, 23, 29 and 31.

Core Aim 2 : Education and Learning Opportunities.
•To provide an inclusive choice of education and learning opportunities.
 •Articles 3, 13, 14, 17, 28 and 29.
Core Aim 1 : The Early Years. 
 •To safeguard a flying start in life.
 •Articles 3, 6, 18, 27, 28, 29 and 36.

Core Aim 3 : Health, freedom from abuse and victimisation.
•Ensure children have the best possible health and are free from abuse, victimisation and exploitation.
 •Articles 2, 5, 6, 11, 14, 19 -27, 30, 32 and 34 - 40. 
  
Core Aim 5 : Participation in decision making.
•Ensure children are heard, treated with respect and have their race and cultural identity recognised. 
•Articles 3 and 12-17.
Core Aim 7 : Not disadvantaged by poverty.
•Ensure children and young people are not disadvantaged by poverty.
 •Articles 18, 26 and 27.

Article 2. Children and young people have the right to be treated with respect and fairness and not to suffer discrimination (Children’s Rights Wales, 2016)
Foundation phase aids children whose first language is neither English nor Welsh, the setting should provide help for them to learn both languages through the curriculum. The setting should also supply children with material that is suitable for their ability and helps develop their language. Settings should also encourage the use of children’s home languages for learning (WAG, FP, 2015).
To operate effectively with young children, the worker needs to learn ‘what works?’, but ‘what works for this child, from this socioeconomic and cultural background?’ (Maynard and Thomas, 2009, p. 10)
Inclusion is a process by which local authorities and others develop their cultures, policies and practices to include all children and young people (WAG, 2016)
  
Article 3. The needs of children should be the main priority when decisions are made that might affect them. (Children’s Rights Wales, 2016)
The Foundation phase profile supports assessments of children’s learning and development throughout the foundation phase. It includes formative assessments and observations to provide a holistic curriculum. The profile is designed to help health professionals identify any possible delays, with special educational needs and additional learning needs children getting the support they need. (Wales PPA, no date)
SEN support in the early years is paramount and once identified there should be no delay. A  learning difficulty can affect children’s self-esteem, build frustration and behavioural difficulties. The setting needs to work in partnership with parents and professionals to develop a four-stage action plan: assess, plan, do and review. (Gov.Uk, SEN, 2015, p.86)



Article 23.  If I have a disability, I have the right to special care and education. (Children’s & Young Commissioner Scotland, 2018)
The foundation phase states settings that have children with disabilities should, improve access to the curriculum, make physical changes to build on their involvement in the setting and provide information in appropriate formats (WAG, FP, 2015).
 The UNCRPD states Article 7: Children with Disabilities: includes all necessary measures to ensure the full enjoyment by children with disabilities of all human rights and fundamental freedoms on an equal basis with other children. (Council for disabled children. No date).


Article 16. Children have the right to privacy.  This means that children and young people have the right to a private life and to be respected by all. (Children’s Rights Wales, 2016)
[bookmark: _Hlk528273959]The UK endorsed the United Nations Convention on the Rights of  People with Disabilities (UNCRPD) in 2009. The UNCRPD states Article 3 lays out the principles of the Convention, including: full and effective participation and inclusion in society; respect for the evolving capacities of children with disabilities and respect for the right of children with disabilities to preserve their identities (Council for disabled children. No date).
Information sharing is essential for safeguarding the welfare of children and young people. The decisions about how much information to share, with whom and when, can have a huge impact on individuals’ lives. The GDPR and Data Protection Act 2018 do not prevent, or limit, the sharing of information for the purposes of keeping children and young people safe. (HM Government, 2018, p.5)
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