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This assignment will critically explore globalisation and will examine the global perspectives of education within the choosen country of Nepal. It will be referring to major theorists throughout and as well as policies regarding this topic. The people who live in Nepal are poor and vulnerable and most adults are working on the land around them. They supply food for others to have a small income of money which helps provides for their family. 

To answer the question ‘what is globalisation?’ It is commonly known for a growing independence of the world’s economies, cultures and populations and is cross border trade in goods (Steger, 2020, p.20). These goods are plentiful and include technology and services, flows of investment, people, and information. Many countries have built economic partnerships to facilitate these movements (Kolb, 2018). Rostow’s theory of economic stage of growth suggest that “countries go through a predefined set of five stages before becoming a fully developed nation”, this shows a countries independence of growth (Rostow, 1959). Referring to Kolb’s learning theory, cycle advocates say that we learn from real life experiences which encourages globalisation (Blossfeld et al., 2011, p.150). 

‘The Dakar Framework for Action’ is to effectively apply a collective of commitment goals provided by the government. The idea is to support the universal declaration on education for all human rights and the rights of the child within the world (Senegal, 2000).  

Universal education allows everyone to have access to education, no matter what their circumstances, providing equal opportunities. This includes their social class, race, gender, ethnic background, and physical and mental disabilities, referring to the Human Rights Act of 1998, which sets out the fundamental rights and freedoms which everyone is entitled to in the UK (Human Rights Act 1998). However, this only refers to the UK. The Nepalese people have rights, which are compiled within the document known as the World Report for Nepal (Human Rights Watch, 2021). In article 28 of UNICEF unconventional states of the child, it states that:

“Every child has the right to be educated. Primary education must be free and different forms of secondary education must be available to every child. Discipline in schools must respect children’s dignity and their rights. Richer countries must help poorer countries achieve this” (UNICEF, 1989). 

There are many barriers facing children and universal education, these ten barriers are: 
“a lack of funding, no availability and a shortage of trained teachers, shortage of classrooms, lack of learning materials, challenges faced by children with disabilities, disadvantaged by gender, children living in conflict or war-torn countries, long and dangerous walks to and from school, starvation and malnutrition and the financial burden of education” (Learning Online.xyz, 2019). 

The Global Partnership for Education say, “less than 20% of educational aid goes to low-income countries”. They also say that it costs £1.25 per day for a child to attend school. Global Partnership for Education works with governments in poverty-stricken countries to transform their educational system to help more children to attain a quality education equality education (Global Partnership for Education, 2016). Looking at the ‘Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship’ they say that it prepares young people for the life in the 21st century. The reason the ESDGC is important within, and educational background is because it enables children to learn to develop skills, knowledge and values that participate in decision making, both locally and globally which promotes a more equitable and sustainable world (Adran and Oes, 2008). The seven key themes for the ESDGC are: Wealth and poverty, identity and culture, choices and decisions, health, natural environment, climate change and consumption and waste (Bennell, 2015). This would refer to the four key purposes because there is a category called ‘ethical, informed citizenship and it is an umbrella of many different values in which young people learn within and they say that it allows children “to be ready to be citizens of Wales and the world. Also, this would be part of the ‘Wellbeing for Future Generations in Wales’ act of (2015). It reflects the country to live in a positive approach and to allow a long-lasting effect on future generations (Future Generations Commissioner for Wales, 2015) this character is referred to as Ethical Emily. This character provides the children with a visual aid to enable them to learn the values of the four key purposes. They are then able to relate to the purposes when they are included within their learning. Reflecting on a working practice locally, the school has the four key purposes relating to a (Gov.Wales, 2015). 

The education system In Wales is known for following the correct guidelines within schools throughout Wales follows a framework of what is needed to be covered in schools by the age of the child and what children at a certain age are eligible to do. However, the education system reflects on this by learning in Key Stage phases. The Government for Wales says that “The school curriculum is changing so we can prepare our children better for a changing world” (Welsh Government, 2017). Bronfenbrenner’s (1979) ecological systems theory is influencing children of the social environment of human development. He says that “the environment you grow up in effects your life”, by being in a different country and culture it effects the environment which changes your life humans learn to adapt momentarily (Bronfenbrenner, 1979, p.150). 

Looking at child poverty in Wales, The Welsh Assembly Government state that “their target is to eradicate child poverty and is preparing a new child poverty strategy” (Welsh Assembly Government, 2009). The child poverty strategy allows parents who are on benefits to apply for grants and allowances by WAG (Winckler, 2009). Schools in Wales have free school meals available for children whose parents claim benefits and are on a low income from a job. This is good as it allows children to have a proper meal in school, which is paid for by the many grants available within the Local Government and Welsh Assembly Government (Pembrokeshire County Council, 2017). Reflecting in a working school practice in our local school we also have a free breakfast club which is organised by a programme called ‘Healthy Schools’. This is because breakfast is classed as the most important meal of the day, and it helps to improve food and nutrition in schools (Welsh Assembly Government, 2014). However, many schools with the local cluster ask that parents pay for their children to attend the Breakfast Club as they do not have the funds to pay for staff to run the facility. There is an act in place to provide “free breakfasts in primary school” (School Standards and Organisation (Wales) Act 2013). This would refer to Maslow’s Theory of Hierarchy of Needs (1943). There are five categories of basic needs that children must adhere to and without having this they are unable to progress up the pyramid. Without children’s basic needs there is no attainment for children to progress within education, because being hungry will not allow their brains to function properly and they would therefore not learn at their best level. It is a phycological approach within the humanistic approach (Maslow, 1943, p.15). Comparing this to Nepal the government also has a strategic plan in place for children to be able to have food when in school. They follow a programme called ‘National School Health and Nutrition Strategy’ (2020) this allows each child in Nepal a healthy meal whilst in school (Shrestha et al., 2020).

My choosen country is Nepal, which is a country within Asia surrounded by the southern slopes of Himalayan Mountain ranges and wedged between two giants, India, and China (Zuberi and Karan, 2019). Over the last 20 years Nepal has made significant progress within their education system however UNICEF (2022) state that “770,000 children aged 5-12 years old are still out of school” (Unicef, 2022). Nepal is a country which remains the poorest and slowest growing economies. Looking at a recent blog by The Borgen Project they say that:

 “Around 5 million people in Nepal are undernourished. This is in part caused by high food prices and limited access in rural areas to farming. High prices of food make it unaffordable for people in poverty which drives hunger” (Borgen, 2018)


Sustainable development is embedded within the cultures of Nepal and the Asia Pacific region. This is to care for children within the world and make it a better place to live (Shah and Brett, 2021). Referring to the ‘Rights of the Child’ in article 19 they refer to the safeguarding protection by:

“Governments must do all they can to ensure that children are protected from all forms of violence, abuse, neglect and bad treatment by their parents or anyone else who looks after them” (UNICEF, 2017).


The article of Education for Sustainable Development (2020) in Nepal states the interface of the “E’s figure” which complies of sustainable development being Economy, Environment and Equity and this forms of the umbrella learning of sustainable and global environment in education. South Asia is undergoing a global crisis because of Covid-19 as they did not allow people to enter their country (The World Bank, 2020). However, Nepal says that they have been very fortunate to have been unaffected by this “because we are less integrated into the regional and global economies. As the Covid-19 experience shows, we have been lucky” (The Kathmandu Post, 2020).

However, many families do not have the resources to provide the right uniform and shoes. The children must walk miles every day to attend school, therefore their shoes are often not acceptable footwear for the school. In Wales if a family cannot afford the school uniform, they receive a grant to help provide a child with the necessary equipment. This is Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs (2015) when a family cannot provide the essentials to help them progress in life (Pierre Pichere, 2015, p.6). There is an international policy in place regarding to keep the safety of schools in Nepal this is due to the disaster risk assessment within this country (Slideshare, 2014). This would relate to the safe code of practice. “The National Education System” (1971) follows a plan which covers cross curricular skills, they have an inspection twice a year to see if their school has relevant resources and content. This document follows through with a Panchayat system, this is to provide and develop technical education that is part of their culture and enabling them to be learnt within a leadership programme (His Majesty's Government of Nepal, 1971). 

The children of Nepal tend to drop out of school due to the poverty within their country because their parents need them to earn money to provide for the family. The result of this is that the majority of Nepalese residents are illiterate, which makes them 24.6% below average for their literacy skills. Due to this Nepal has been rated the worst education system in the world. Education in Nepal is in crisis because of the schools and universities being situated in the capital of Kathmandu. It is expensive to live in the city, resulting in less children attending school and achieving an education (Mathema, 2007). Referring to the ‘closing the gap’ strategy in Wales, they enable children to be able to have rights, entitlement, and educational outcomes to improve the wellbeing of people who live in poverty (Welsh Government, 2009). However, in Nepal they have a strategy in place called “Closing the Gap Asia” in this they have many challenges that they face and to enable them to improve their potential within their future (The UN Refugee Agency, 2020). Due to the poverty, there is a lack of staff wanting to teach the children, because they are on a very low wage if not any wage at all. They have limited teaching resources to help children learn, especially if the child’s ability is low, they need some fun interactive resources to help engage with the child. They also do not have access to any digital technology due to being in a deprived area.  As a result, their social interactions may be limited by a lack of resources by not having the resources to help them through their language process. Lev Vygotsky said that “children acquire their cultural values, beliefs, and problem-solving strategies through collaborative dialogues with more knowledgeable members of society” this is seen to adapt the environmental growth within their cultural values (Costley, 2012). 

The local government in Nepal does not support schools state schools with funding. However, the private schools receive generates amount of government funding. In Wales the opposite applies (Lohani, Singh and Lohani, 2010). Their primary education starts at 5-11 years old for full time school, however this means that they do not have a nursery to attend beforehand. In Wales they have flying start programmes and a nursery for children to attend from two years and up, which is then carried throughout the school. Middle education known for upper primary are ages between 12-14 years old. Then secondary is 15-16 years old and then higher education would be 17-18 years old, this would be referred to as sixth form in Wales (Scholaro Pro, 2021). The Nepalese local government adhere to a strategic plan known as “National Curriculum Framework for School Education” (Kaatrud and Country, 2018).  There is a clear vision and the main base for it is to adapt to a socio- economic, political, cultural, and educational context. They also represent many challenges and aims they wish to apply within a working school practice. This compares to Wales as the Welsh Government have a clear vision of what they wish to apply to a school, and their view is to allow children to learn and understand the culture within the world that they live in. However, the framework in Nepal adds a lot of life skills to their curriculum for children to face employment within their country. They do offer a child centred approach, inclusive education approach and many others that Wales also delivers within their curriculum. But sometimes Nepalese children who are in poverty cannot get the help they need due to low incomes. Overall, the curriculum is based around similar aspects to Wales they just change certain characterises of the curriculum to cover their culture and ethnicity. There is a policy in place to help ethnic and caste diversity in Nepal (Pradhan and Shrestha, 2005). The school system in Nepal is very different to Wales due to the cultural differences within their country.

Especially looking at “The Most Dangerous Ways to go to School” (IMDb, 2016) because in Wales children do not face a huge risk to get to school. Children living in Wales do not value education as the same way they do in Nepal. Welsh parents do not expect their children to work for a living to provide for their family. Children in Nepal face a lack of security in their home life, and they face poverty, so they see education a way to get out of the country and to have a better life and a good job. This is seen as more security in their family by providing the essentials for them to have a happy and safe environment. According to “The Most Dangerous Ways to go to School” (2016). In the village of Kumbar, it takes time and effort to get to school, along with the risk of navigating the dangerous the very dangerous Tripuri River. The children travel in a cart with four other children pushing them over on a cable that is prone to break at any time. However, the local government of Nepal have said that they will not provide a bridge because from there are not many children crossing the river so they will not provide the finance for a bridge because there are not many children crossing the village on the river. The government has said that if a child was to die from using the cart, they would then be able to have a bridge, which is appalling behaviour from a government. Despite this they now have a new suspension bridge that has been made and financed by a Swiss company that was built in 2019 and it is expected to be reviewed in 2023. This was agreed with Nepal’s local government and did not depend on a child to die before the bridge was built (Helvetas, 2019). 

To summarise I think it is most important for children to be provided with an education for free, as it is the right of every child to be educated. If children tend are not educated there is consequences in their future. I think it is most important for children here in the UK to understand the dangers faced by children in poorer countries and understand that they should not take their education for granted. I found it so uplifting to learn that the children from Nepal where granted a bridge to help them across the river Tripuri and to realise that they will be much safer in their journey to school. However, the government should provide a means by which children can safely travel to school for example by providing a school bus, a privilege taking for granted for children in Wales. 
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