The formal analysis and critical evaluation of a selected adaptation. 
 Hans Christian Andersen book the little mermaid and Disney’s animated adaptation 
The original book of the little mermaid was published in 1837 the story is centred around the youngest of the mermaid king’s daughters Arial and her desire to be human this is the same central story in the 1989 animated adaptation of the Hans Christian Andresen book.
In the Christian Andersen book Arial is told by her grand mother that mermaids no not have souls and they live for 300 years but do not enter heaven after but turn in to sea foam and the only way for them to achieve a human soul is to have a human fall in love with them. This is not remotely mentioned in the Disney animated version arials desire and obsession with the human world is to the things that she finds on the ocean floor and the fact that she falls in love with the human prince.  Disney's version is driven by love where the original book is driven by the quest to find a soul. 
In the Disney animated version Arial is told by her farther that she is not allowed to have any contacts with the humans what so ever and must not go to the shore and she rebels against her farther king triton by colleting all kinds of human objects this is showed in the Disney film through the musical number of part of that world this also shows Arial’s desire to be human. This shows the audiences how much she wants that life we also see during this song how see is slowly starting to forget or reset her identity of being a mermaid. This is completely different adaptation to the classic book as in the book Arial not band from going to surface she only has to wait until she is 15. She also doesn’t dream of becoming human until she sees the prince unlike the Disney version of Arial who has been obsessed with the fact that she wants to become human from a young as and the prince only aids her decision arils version of human life is very materialistic compared to that of the books aril Disney aril is willing to do anything to obtain the life that she wants as she makes a curl deal with the sea which with no hesitation at all.
Both the book and the adaption deal with the theme of love at first sight where Arial in the book wants to find that falling in love with prince Eric is the start of a new adventure and an opportunity to gain a soul and life a normal life. Where Arial in the Disney film sees falling in love with as the ultimate end goal girl and she's willing to do absolutely anything to achieve this goal.  
In the book and the disney adaption both deal with the idea magic and the idea of an enchantress or a mythical sea creature. In the book Arial visits an enchantress and she gives her the ability to become human until prince Eric either marries her in that case she becomes human or until he marries someone else this gives her the opportunity to develop a bond with Eric but in the Disney adaptation we see Ursula a see witch who grant Arial 3 days to be ab le to achieve  her true love with Eric but he must kiss her this makes the love only sexual attraction and not a  relationship  tricks Arial in to becoming human  but steals her voice as a result  this instantly created a villain and a bad guy for the  
Another main theme throughout the adaptation is that Arial doesn't consider changing her life with out the protection of  a man Arial only considers leaving for Eric or staying with her farther another scene in the adaptation is the scene where aerials farther is having ago at her about the fact this she  keeps disobeying his orders Arial hides behind a gold statue of Eric for protraction but king triton  smashes the statue with his pitchfork demonstrating that he is the stronger male but compared to the Arial in the book who is  quite strong willed and independent  she only want to leave to obtain a human soul  and live the best life she can 

The love interest in both Disney and book a quite different in the book we find that the prince doesn’t not realise that aril had saved him and he wakes up to a beautiful girl who lives in a Covent this girl is a princess but the little mermaid in the book does not get jealous of her and the fact that the prince falls in love her she simply admires their relationship  even though there is a awkward love triangle going between the three characters in the Disney adaptation prince Eric falls in love with    the physical body of the girl and the voice he hears  he never considers the girls personality and that makes him a very shallow character compared to the prince in the book  that is the reason why Ursula steel Arial’s voice because she wants the prince for herself   she changers herself in to the ideal girl the prince is looking and the prince falls in love with her  as he has only fallen in love with the idea of the prefect girl leaving Arial heart broken 
Another difference in the book and the adaptation is the difference in role models within the story in `the Hans Christian Andersen book we see the grandmother   who informs the little mermaid about the way to achieve a human soul and helps her though her journey but  whereas in the Disney version  her only role models are a crab that  tells that everything is bad and that she should not do it and there is also a seagull that  gives her misunderstood information about  the human worlds there is a famous seen in the film where the seagull gives aural a fork and tells her it’s called a ding hoper and the humans use it to brush there hair this later becomes a problem for Disney Arial  as she is having food in the place and she sees a fork and starts brushing her Haier

Another major difference between the book and the adaptation would definitely be the ending  of the story in the ending of the Disney version of the little mermaid  Arial’s father decides that it’s time to let go of his youngest daughter and he grants her wish to become human  and also gives her the ability to become a mermaid again anything she wants to  Arial goes to shore and she finds Eric and they fall in love and get married and everyone I friends  and usuala get banished by king triton  but in the Hans Christian Andersen  version the prince marries the human princess and the little mermaid watches them get married as she turns in the sea foam this was the deal she made with the enchantress that she could remain human until the prince marries another girl 
The little mermaid and Disney’s the little mermaid could not be more different even though the central story is the same there a many differences between the original book the adaptation  Disney weakens the values that the book  as it makes aerial a lesser character even though she is inquisitive and  independent they  create the since that she always need to be protected they make her a fragile  girl who needs a man protection whereas in the book she was intend to be a strong female character also in the book Hans Christian Andersen uses the book to show love as a sign of  maturity showing the little mermaid as being able to come to terms with  the fact that she will never be  able to marry the love of her life and she accepts death  as an easy thing this showed  her a symbolise of maturity  
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