How persuasive is forensic evidence in the courtroom in England and Wales?

Chapter 1 – introduction 

1.1 Background 
Forensic evidence can be used in criminal trials in England and Wales to assist in determining guilt or innocence; however, using this type of criminal evidence to persuade jurors calls into question whether the forensic evidence being presented in the courtroom is scientifically credible in law or when put to the test, merely convincing in the eyes of a lay person (Deonaran, 2025). Looking into this is relevant today as recent reports are pushing to get the undeniable fact across that the forensic science system for criminal justice in England and Wales is in need for immediate reform and is a system with many weaknesses that need to be brought to attention and analysed for transparency and urgent improvement (House of Lords Science and Technology Committee, 2026a).

1.2 Research focus 
A point of discussion that will unfold in this dissertation can be paired with a statistic such as the following which adds to the reasons why there should be further research into how to better this area of criminal justice in England and Wales; between October 2020 and September 2024, it has been found that 30,00 prosecutions collapsed due to lost, missing, damaged, or insufficient evidence (House of Lords Science and Technology, 2026b). 
*add more sources to provide a balanced view of what will be assessed* 

1.3 Overall research aim and objectives 
Aim: The aim of this study is to assess how the different types of criminal evidence are perceived and weighted within the prosecution of a suspect and the decision-making process by the jury.

Objective 1: To explore how DNA, fingerprints and digital forensic evidence is collected, stored and analysed within England and Wales.

Objective 2: To provide the link between forensic evidence and conviction by examining the role of forensic evidence in criminal trials and the impact and influence it has on members of the jury.

Objective 3: To evaluate public perception regarding the persuasiveness of forensic evidence currently being utilised within criminal trials in England and Wales.

1.4 Outline research methods and timescales 
[bookmark: _Int_MldtmLS3]The general research strategy for this dissertation will be to accumulate both qualitative and quantitative data as both will provide their own benefit in answering the proposed question of this piece of work. Qualitative data can be used to hold current findings accountable to legal standards while quantitative data can be used to show and compare outcomes in this area of criminal justice over time. The general public will be participants in my research when it comes to the point in my dissertation where data will be collected through creating a questionnaire which aims to gather responses to gain a better understanding on public perception of forensic evidence.
[bookmark: _Int_ALHno6B4]*table of draft submissions*

1.5 Value of your research 
The hope of this research is to discover the extent of public knowledge surrounding forensic evidence and the extent to which this type of evidence is serving its purpose in criminal justice. This research will be worthwhile as it will be important to establish whether forensic evidence is deemed persuasive today because of its scientific reliability or its perceived evidential authority. 
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