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In this essay the meaning of “The English Legal System is based upon common law principles” will be examined. The definition of common law will be explained, followed by advantages of having it. After analysing common law, civil law will be reviewed and the advantages of it will be evaluated. After analysing common law and civil law, we will have an opportunity to compare them both and look at the differences of them.  The purpose and function of both laws will be then observed. The history of common law and civil law will be examined and their development over time will be looked at. The types of law practised by common law and civil law barristers will be looked at in depth and what the common and civil law barristers do. After analysing both laws individually we will be able to look deeper at what is meant by “The English Legal System is based upon common law principles”. 

Rather than being a statutory law, it is based on precedents from judges' decisions rather than laws enacted from statutes, which are often used in jurisdictions in the UK and in former British colonies. It is judges who make common law by studying previously decided cases and identifying principles that will be used by other judges in the forthcoming future based on those decisions (Quinn, 2022). In common law, cases that pass through the courts must follow a clear system of judicial precedents.
Judges setting precedents will also have more knowledge and experience, so they can make laws that work for everyone, because the precedents are set by the higher courts. Using judicial precedent ensures that decisions are consistently made based on past cases instead of being only the judge's decision, which may differ depending on which judge takes on the case. An exception may be made, and a case won't be followed by precedent, but the judge must provide a valid reason to justify this (Carmine Proofreading, 2020). In common laws, judges examine specific facts in each case, apply the law based on findings, and clarify laws. Courts and judges can decide on the need for change of institutional law while still reviewing one case while a change is being considered by bodies or parliament. As courts do not have to adhere to legislative and procedural constraints, they can accomplish law reform more quickly (The Law Offices of Tyler Q. Dahl, 2019).
Conflict between two individuals and the protection of private rights are dealt with under civil law, which encompasses behaviours that include, personal injury, divorce, damage of property, bankruptcy, etc. The decisions of civil courts are made by judges based on cases initiated by private parties. Almost never are civil cases punished with imprisonment; instead, they usually result in financial compensation. If a private party has a significant amount of evidence or presents "clear and convincing" standards, then he or she will likely satisfy the burden of proof in civil suits. Typically, most civil cases reach a resolution through a settlement before going to trial in civil law because both parties are motivated to reach an acceptable resolution (Selma, 2022). Laws regulated by civil law are easier to obtain than common law laws. By using professional justices who have received the appropriate training and supervision, it is possible to guarantee an impartial and capable judiciary. Civil law specialists can provide expert judgment when necessary, by using them sparingly, but more significantly, the normal judiciary is shielded from abuse.
As a result, they are simpler to understand than common law laws and/or cases, at least in theory (Bartleby research, 2023). In contrast to civil law, which is not written, common law is, at least not in the same manner. The entire spectrum of civil and criminal issues that can be decided in court is frequently covered by a civil law statute. Each problem includes instructions on how to approach it and, if required, what remedies to use. Civil law courts are inquisitorial, just like their common law peers, and common law judges base their decisions on the pertinent civil code sections after reviewing the case's details. Courts are essential to the evolution of the law in nations with civil law systems because there aren't many comprehensive legislative laws. Judges have a greater influence on forming the law because case law is a significant supply of it. Furthermore, judges in common law countries rule over disputes between disputing parties more as mediators than as detectives (Pearse trust, 2021). In a civil lawsuit, a judge decides based on the written law and the nation's rules as codified. A judicial device known as a precedent helps to guarantee that choices are made consistently and fairly. When two cases' circumstances are adequately similar and a higher court has already made a decision, the precedent is considered to be binding (Carlsons Solicitors, 2021). 
A single royal court had been established for the majority of the country at Westminster, near London, in the early Middle Ages, thus originating the English common law. A procedural right system was the original structure of his legal system, similar to that of many other early legal systems.  This system of remedies has evolved over time, and in the current period, rights have prevailed over processes. Judges continued to be the primary developers of English common law until the late 19th century (Kiralfy, 2023). 
The common law covers a broad range of legal disciplines. In a common law group, barristers may focus on one or two legal fields, but they frequently practice in many different ones. Family law specialists, for example, may deal with divorce and its financial consequences, issues relating to children, schooling, operations, holidays, international relocations, and abductions, as well as Court of Protection cases involving vulnerable individuals; and child abuse cases alleging physical and/or emotional harm by the parent (Target jobs, 2023). Civil rules regulate an individual's private liberties. They are employed as a form of retaliation when another individual or group abuses another's rights. When a person has a disagreement with another person or group, they may also use civil rules to resolve it. In contrast to a criminal case, a civil lawsuit can be managed outside of a courthouse. You can resolve a disagreement, for instance, by using an arbitrator (Morgan, 2021). 
Judges establish the common law, which is drawn from usage and earlier decisions. In the 12th century, King Henry II introduced judicial reforms that came to be known as "common law" because they applied evenly across the nation. Courts are obliged to follow rules that have been decided by more senior courts, or "courts of record," by using the Latin phrase "stare decisis" (ICLR, 2018). 

In conclusion the English legal system is based on common law principles which means that as society changes the laws can adapt with it. The benefit of not having civil statues to follow allows more modern approach to be integrated in judgements. Therefore, meaning that the English legal system can be more flexible and at times more understanding. It also means that by following new precedents the overall understanding of certain situations can change in line with the modern society as at times we can find that many civil law system procedures are rather outdated.
Although at times common law can be more difficult to follow due to the wide range of interpretations that judges may have, it can allow a more common-sense approach and therefore benefit the judicial system in the long run. By having cases to review and follow this once again helps to reflect and support the English core values and change alongside the society. The King's Court was where the English common law began in the early Middle Ages. It initially only included procedural remedies, not fundamental rights. As the years have gone by the common law has developed rapidly and has become easier to use by the judges, as they can compare the new cases to the old cases and make a decision based on them, but at the same time it is ensured that the law remains the came across the country. In conclusion common law has more benefits and is more suited to be used in Britain. 
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