The effects of motorsport on the environment

This report will discuss the impact of motorsport on the environment. This will be done by looking at the traditional type of motorsport that uses fuels and the new form of motorsport that uses electricity.
This report will be looking at racing that uses fuel for power and electric forms of motor racing.
The aim of this report is to come to a conclusion to the future sustainability of motorsport.


NASCAR and IndyCar were the first championships that changed their view on environment and the impact of motorsport, 
Said in Autosport volume 189 Motorsport’s green future- For the 2007 season they (IndyCar) changed their fuel from methanol to ethanol because it is more environmentally friendly. The year later NASCAR changed it fuel to Sunoco Green E15 which is an ethanol-based biofuel. 
Brian France, chairman and CEO of NASCAR said in the article The motorsport world’s race to cut its environmental impact “NASCAR is committed to being an environmental leader, and the sport has taken significant steps over the years toward conservation by introducing measurable, best-in-class initiatives in recycling, alternative energy, and carbon mitigation”. 
By doing this allow them to continue racing them same way that that always have because the cars are still the same and they just are better for the environment.

In the article by David Davice ‘‘The race to make formula one greener’ He states that carbon emissions from the cars only contribute to about 0.3% of the total emissions from the sport, he goes on the say that the majority is from the projection of the cars and the fact that the teams fly 160,000 KMs each year for testing and racing. (This article is at least two years old which means that the figures are most likely higher because there is more races each year then when this was written) 
This is backup in the 2016 article ‘Formula 1 Racing: Innovation with Environmental Impact’ by Christina Valimaki.

Because of the drive to make the cars cleaner is 2014 the cars changed from 2.4-liter V8s to 1.6-liter V6 turbo engines. Because of the massive amount of carbon that formula 1 produces thought car production and the movement of the team between testing and the race weekends.
This is backup in the article ‘Is Formula One The World's Most Sustainable Sport?’ by Christian Sylt
 “In 2010 its teams announced that they planned to slash carbon emissions within three years. Unlike many goals set by sports teams this one was met.”
The effect of this was a reduction of emissions by 24% and this was mainly done to the interdiction of Kinetic Energy Recovery System because it recovers energy from breaking then allows the energy to be deployed by the drivers around the lap.
With this in 2014 when they interdicted the 1.6-liter v6 turbo engines they reduced this by a further 35%. As shown in this article ‘Is Formula One The World's Most Sustainable Sport?’ by Christian Sylt by Forbes Toto Wolff said, “the hybrid technology in F1’s V6s is driving development of road car engines”. This is an advantage of formula one’s drive for a clearer car. 
“It is all because of the development on track absolutely. So that is happening. It is a reality, and this is why the hybrid 6-cylinder turbo engines are so important for us.”
In the article by David Green ‘The race to make formula one greener’ He talks about the fact that McLaren became a carbon-neutral team. “It recycles two-thirds of its waste, sends nothing to landfill, and has an energy-efficient headquarters at its McLaren Technology Centre, a “smart” building that is warmed by a thermal buffer, cooled by a lake, and roofed with recycled tires.”  This is to offset the amount of flying that the team must do as it reduces their emissions.








In 2014 Formula E was launched which is all designed around using electricity to power the cars because it has a small carbon footprint. 
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