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	Aims and Objectives: 
Nodau ac Amcanion

· Explore John Wesley’s understanding  and development of discipleship as critical to the success of the Wesleyan revivals in the 18th century

· Develop a framework of discipleship based on Wesley’s teaching and example

· Propose how this can shape the understanding of discipleship in the modern evangelical church.



	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
The Wesleyan Revivals are a period of Christian history in Great Britain during which some 1.2 million people were converted to faith in Christ through the preaching of John Wesley and his itinerant ministers. The background to the revivals, particularly Wesley’s own journey of faith as an Anglican clergyman – which bears some similarity to Martin Luther’s journey – is important to consider as it reveals a man deeply formed by what we now know as evangelicalism. 

David Bebbington identified four essential characteristics of evangelical Christianity which have become synonymous with the identity of the group, an impressive feat considering the difficulty in defining what an evangelical is. He points to biblicism, which is the high view of scripture as supreme authority in evangelical Christianity; crucicentricism, the centrality of the cross and atonement in evangelical theology; conversionism, the passion which drives evangelicals to convert unbelievers through preaching; and activism, which is the evangelical outworking of both evangelism and mission in the world to achieve the goal of converting the lost.

It is interesting that evangelical Christianity is so defined by the Bebbington quadrilateral as one considers the teaching and ministry of John Wesley. These are principles deeply ingrained within his sermons, writings, instructions to ministers and the very outworking of his own faith. It is no stretch of the imagination to say that Wesley left an indelible mark on the modern evangelical movement, which so often refers to the revivals of his time as a golden age of Christianity in Britain.

Studying Wesley’s understanding of, and approach to, evangelism is therefore of great importance to the modern evangelical church. We find in Wesley an evangelist who understood conversion to mean far more than a simple confession of faith. He longed to see a great wave of discipleship, followers of Christ forming followers of Christ, and worked tirelessly to impart a biblically sound and theologically effective approach to evangelism that depended on discipleship not as a mere ‘next step’ for the believer, but the natural result and goal of any conversion. Evangelism cannot be divorced from discipleship, and the evangelist must be equipped to not only point to but lead those they call toward a deepening and growing relationship with Jesus Christ in which they are formed into his likeness.
This emphasis on discipleship contributed significantly to the success of the Wesleyan revivals. Preaching that not only demanded conversion but proclaimed conversion as the beginning of a new life of submission to Christ and biblical authority, by which the believer is formed through personal experience of their faith, resulted in the fruit of revival. As we grapple with a postmodern and post Christian culture, with much longing for revival, it is important to learn from our history and consider the lessons presented through the ministry and life of John Wesley. He challenges us, Christian leaders and preachers, to not only evangelise our nations but disciple them in a way that reflects and honours discipleship in the context of the New Testament. 
Through Wesley’s works we can glean valuable insight and wisdom as to the effectiveness of discipleship for the advancement of the Christian faith. Examining his writings, sermons and works allows for the development of a theological framework which emphasises discipleship as inextricably linked to evangelism, allowing us to consider how best to go about the business of discipling a nation and thus, seeing revival once again.
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