7013 : Example of structure of 12,000 word assignment 

Example 

Chapter 1: Introduction ( Approx 1,000 words) 

· Aims- purpose-research questions ( see key ideas in Assignment 1 slides)

Chapter 2: Literature Review ( Approx 2,500 words)

· How themes in review relate to your research questions

· At end of chapter- highlight either the ‘gap’ or the contribution you are planning to make by building on existing literature

Chapter 3: Methodology and methods ( Approx 2,500 words). 

· Here you will justify your design – including why and how you designed your pilot.

· You are ‘making the case’ for your design eg how it was ‘fit-for-purpose’ eg why your design relates to your aims and research questions. 

· Remember- you need to refer to both core research methods textbooks and relevant journal articles as part of your justification.

I gave the example of specific books and journal articles on the uses of on-line interviews and one author – amongst others- who has written about this research tool. See Nalita James.







Chapter 4: Findings and themes (Approx 3,000 words)

· Think about your structure. What are your main themes?


Chapter 5: Analysis and discussion ( Approx 2,000 words). This chapter has a dual purpose. 

· Firstly, you will ask how your findings and themes relate to the literature you reviewed ( in chapter 2)

· Secondly, we would like you to reflect on what you have learned from the process of your research. For example, were semi-structured interviews suitable for your research and what did you learn from designing these? 


· It may be that ‘turning points’ and/ or ‘critical events’ – in your pilot and further research- are a way of thinking about parts of your research process.

· Your research diary will help with the process of thinking about and justifying these decisions. 

· Remember reflect on ‘how’ and ‘why’ they learnt from the use of their chosen research tools- as well as ‘what’ they did

Chapter 6: Conclusion. (1,000 words)

· How have you answered your research questions? 

· What were limitations-  and how do you plan to build on the relative strengths and areas for development- in your thesis proposal ( that you will begin in October- after 7013 has been marked and moderated) (Approx 1,000 words)


References 


Appendices (Examples- and to be amended depending on your study)

· Ethics Form

· Information sheet and consent form from participants in your research

· Example of research tool/s eg

· Interview guide eg questions asked in either interview and/ or focus groups

· Sample of blank observation schedule

· Sample of blank questionnaire




