
	The act of trying to know ought to be conducted in such a way that the knower's own value position is removed from the process.

	



Knowledge about the social world is obtained objectively.









	Research design is fixed.

	




The researcher looks at things can be quantified and counted.







	Reality consists of what is available to the senses – that is what can be seen, smelt, touched etc.

	




Deals with facts and not with values.










	Ideas only deserve their incorporation into knowledge if they can be put to the test of empirical experience.  

	




Knowledge is everywhere and is socially constructed.










	The world in we are interested is not straightforwardly perceivable because it is constructed by each of us in a different way.

	




Researcher uses own interests and understandings to help to interpret the words and behaviours of others.








	Researcher recognises and acknowledges own positionality in the field.

	



Researcher accepts the centrality of subjectivity.













	The design of the research is flexible.

	




Not content with merely interpreting the world but also seeks to change it.






	Ideas are mediated by power relations in society.

	




Certain groups in society are privileged over others and exert an oppressive force on subordinate groups.





	A belief that interpretivism adopts an uncritical stance towards the culture they are exploring.  

	



Places central importance on the study of lives and experiences of diverse groups that have traditionally been marginalized.








	In studying diverse groups, the researcher focuses on inequities based on gender, race, ethnicity, disability, sexual orientation, and socioeconomic class that results in asymmetric power relationships.

	




Influential on pedagogical methods and education systems.









	Mixing quantitative and qualitative data in a single study is recommended, and in some cases, necessary.  
	




Not committed to any one system of philosophy and reality.








	Individual researchers have a freedom of choice of methods, techniques and research procedures that best meet their needs and purposes.

	


Does not see the world as an absolute unity.














	Truth is what works at that particular time.

	



A consensus that research always occurs in social, historical, political, and other contexts.  








	Opens the door to multiple methods, different worldviews, assumptions, and forms of data collection and analysis.  

	






















