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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 










500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).






	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work










400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).








Part 1 – Legislation and procedures for safeguarding of children’s services 
In this task I will explain the legislation, national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding of children’s services which is not my area of work. I will then reflect on the difference between adults safeguarding and children’s safeguarding work. 
The Children Act 1989 is a principal piece of legislation around the safeguarding and well-being of children. However, Part 3 no longer applies in Wales as they have been replaced by provision in the Social Service and Well-being Act 2014 (SSWBA14) in parts 3 and 4 (assessing and meeting needs for care and support) and part 6 (looked after children). Section 47(1) of the Children act 1989 enables a local authority to decide whether they should take any action to safeguard or promote the child’s well-being. These actions might result in the child becoming “looked after” by the local authority, either by the local authority providing accommodation for the child (section 76 of SSWBA14) or by making a care order through the court (section 31 of the Children Act 1989). 
The Children Act 2004 builds on and strengthens the framework of The Children Act 1989. Section 28 of The Children Act 2004 ensures that local authorities, local health board, local police, probation boards and youth justice team have regard to the need to promote the well-being and safeguard children. Local authorities must establish a Safeguarding Children Board which includes a representative from the local authority, local police, local health board, NHS Trust, probation board, youth justice team and others under part 7 of the SSWBA14. 
Local Authority's safeguarding policies are based on the principle that everyone has the right to be safe and free from harm, abuse, or neglect. Local Authority’s has policies to protect children, young people, and vulnerable adults, which involve working in partnership with individuals, families, and other agencies. Key aspects include policies on preventing abuse, responding to harm and abuse, and following the Wales Safeguarding Procedures.  
The Wales Safeguarding Procedures detail the essential roles and responsibilities for practitioners that ensures the safeguarding of children who are at risk of abuse and/or neglect. This procedure supports professionals apply SSWBA14 and statutory safeguarding guidance Working Together to Safeguard People into their practice. 
The intention of these procedures is to guide safeguarding practice for all employed in the statutory, third sector and private sector in health services, social care, police, education, and other services. They are applicable for all who are working in Wales - whether they are employed by a devolved or non-devolved agency. 
Gillick competency and Fraser guidelines help people who work with children to balance the need to listen to children's wishes with the responsibility to keep them safe (NSPCC, 2022). When professionals are trying to decide whether a child is mature enough to make decisions about things in their life, they will often talk about whether the child is 'Gillick competent' or whether they meet the 'Fraser guidelines'. The Fraser guidelines apply to advice and treatment relating to contraception and sexual health. The Gillick competency is often used in a wider context to help assess whether a child is mature enough to make their own decisions and to understand the implications of those decisions.
530 words. 

Part 2 – Difference in adults and children’s safeguarding
The main difference between safeguarding children and adults is when safeguarding children from significant harm and/or abuse they also ensure that they are developing in a safe environment whilst when safeguarding adults the focus is on protecting the rights of the adult at risk to be able to live free from harm whilst respecting their autonomy. While children’s safety is paramount (Children Act 1989) adults at risk have the right to make their own unwise decision (Mental Capacity Act 2005). An adult therefore has the right to choose not to protect themselves when deemed to have capacity with law not enforcing intervention. You do not need consent from an adult with capacity to make a safeguarding referral if it is in the public interest, if others are at risk of abuse, or if the person is being coerced or threatened to the point that they cannot give a free choice about consent. The Mental Capacity Act 2005 applies to children from the age of 16. At 16, a person is presumed to have the capacity to make their own decisions and can consent to or refuse treatment, which parents generally cannot override. Another difference is safeguarding children and adults is the slight difference in the definition of financial abuse. When safeguarding adults the definition of abuse is it can be physical, sexual, psychological, emotional or financial (includes theft, fraud, pressure about money, misuse of money). Whereas in children safeguarding financial abuse would be less prevalent however some indicators could be not meeting their needs for care and support which are provided through direct payments or complaints that personal property is missing (WelshGov, 2019). 
Although there are several differences between safeguarding children and adults, the aim of both is to protect individuals from harm and they both rely on multi-agency working to ensure the individuals are protected from abuse and neglect. When safeguarding adults and children there is a duty to report any concerns about suspected abuse or neglect in both children and adult services. In Wales, a person-centred approach is emphasized for both children and adults, meaning the individual's voice, control, and well-being are at the forefront of safeguarding efforts (SSWBA14).
361 words. 
Total word count 891 (-1%)
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