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Assignment 1 : Write a critical appreciation of any saint’s Life associated with one of the Celtic regions. In your answer you should consider issues such as the text’s authorship, its purpose, transmission, key themes, literary and historical context. (2,500 words) .
The Saint’s life of which  I have chosen to write is that of St. Patrick of Ireland, as recounted by the seventh century ecclesiastic Muirchu moccu Machtheni. 
Muirchu wrote in Latin the Vita sancti Patricci, which translates in English as The Life of St. Patrick. Miuirchu’s Life of Patrick was written in the late seventh century probably between the years  661 and 700. Despite Muirchu’s protestations that he was embarking on a task to which he might be unequal  , Muirchu has written a work of literature, a well-structured ,beautifully written, very readable account of Patrick’s evangelisation of the people of Ireland which is certainly biographical but hagiographical in style and content. Vita sancti Patricci resonates a Biblical theology and echoes throughout the Hebrew Scriptures and the New Testament. Muirchu’s prime task was to recount the life and work of St. Patrick but beyond this Muirchu was intent on writing an evangelistic text to inspire the Christian faithful to live a life of holiness by emulating the life of St. Patrick. Additionally, Muirchu through portraying Patrick as the preeminent Apostle of Ireland sought to confirm the Archiepiscopal Seat of Armagh as the primatial See of Ireland, with all that implied for ecclesiastical and political power. 
Vita sancti Patricci was written at the behest of Bishop Aedh (Hugh in English) of the Diocese of Slebte, Sletty, in what is now county Laois. Both Muirchu and Bishop Aedh were present at the Synod of Birr, in County Offaly (697 C.E.) attesting to their prominence as church men. A Synod at which The Law of Innocents was proclaimed in addition to matters bringing into alignment the Celtic traditions of the south of Ireland with the Roman tradition of Patrick in the north of Ireland e.g. calculating the date of Easter echoing the Synod of Whitby in England. Muirchu states his task of writing Patrick’s life and work was complicated by contradictory oral and written accounts(none of which are extant) relating to Patrick and that his Life of Patrick would be the first to be written. Muirchu makes use of Patrick’s Confessio as a source for his Work adding, interestingly, Patrick’s mother’s name Concessa which is not mentioned by Patrick. 




 



 



