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The first 3 months of attending University I was enrolled in three main modules. The modules were fundamentals of construction technology, Digital drawing & BIM, and Health & safety. 
Lectures & assignments
In fundamentals of construction technology, we first did sub – structure which was very interesting and was my first incite to how houses were built under ground. I had no idea about anything sub structural before and didn’t know the importance of site prep. The first assignment was very useful and a great learning curve for me not only for knowing how to lay out and assignment but instead having to do my own research of Swansea. This was very interesting as I wasn’t aware of how active the docks have been for Swansea over the years. This assessment also taught me how to write in a report structure and how to apply my own knowledge to the task. Even more important this assessment also taught me how to reference – very important for my academic future. For my first assignment in Health & safety I had to produce 3 risk assessments, 3 method statements and a construction phase plan along with covering health and safety legislation. Although the health and safety legislation lectures tended to burn me out, I quickly realised how important these legislations were to the construction industry when accounting for annual deaths on site. I felt it was very important to learn these laws as they will be very important for future reference when attending site and working in industry. The assessment helped me do that and learn other laws like CDM which are vital to todays construction. In the digital drawing lectures, I found them difficult. This was a trend for me as I was useless at AutoCAD. The first assignment required me to draw up ‘House VI’ in CAD. I found this very hard as I just could get the hang of the software. I felt the assignment didn’t go well but who knows? This assignment really taught me to never wait until it’s too late. When the time came, I finally asked for help with my work but unfortunately it was a bit to late and as a result I fear that assessment may have suffered. Having said this I find this was a massive learning curve for me as these days I like to voice out when I do not understand something in class and I feel much better in general that the lecturers are really here to help – but I need to make the first move and go to them! For my second set of assignments I really wanted to study harder than I did for the first set as I felt I could have worked a bit harder than I did.  In Fundamentals of construction technology, we were in the theme of superstructure. We were learning how a house is assembled from the ground up. I found this the most useful of all tasks that we were learning as I could understand it. In the assignment I had to sketch up sections of a house and annotate them. I had to select my own insulation for the tasks by using U value calculations. I never realised how complicated a house really was. This was a great learning curve for me because I really felt I could make sense of the information and apply it to everyday life on site which I really enjoyed. We learned the important of ventilation and condensation which was important and helped me solve and issue we had here at home and even applied it to my assessment. I also read a book and watched videos about timber frame construction as it was to be key in the assignment. This broadened my knowledge quite a bit.  In Digital tech we had to convert 2D drawings into 3D drawing using Revit. Initially I was not looking forward to this going off the first assignment. I was very surprised to find 3D much easier than 2D. This was the task I enjoyed the most and would like to do again. I really invested time into the software by taking what Gavin had taught us and applying the techniques to the model. I found it fun and was drawing up for fun in my spare time. I find when I enjoy something – I learn much better. We also had to write an essay on BIM. This taught me the importance of the process for the future of construction. My second set of assignments really showed me that I can do the work which was a confidence booster.
Working on site and shadowing competent persons
In my first 3 months I found myself grow as a person as I made my self-Appling for job interviews and got my self working on site with my brother as It brought me out of my shell. Working on site by labouring for my brother was a massive learning curve for me as I was leaning house construction while learning people skills. People skills is one of the most important things to have on construction due to how brutal the industry can be. Also, by shadowing a QS on a Thursday taught me so much about the job in which I intend to do as a career in the future. I have learned how to measure up buildings already along with making excel spreadsheets and bills of quantities. People skills are vital to be a QS as a recall hearing him on the phone to a potential client as he was looking for materials. He would write down the price they were selling and then look for a cheaper seller until he felt that he got a good deal for what he wanted to buy. This is perseverance which is very important. I feel I need to persevere a bit more and give things a chance before abandoning them.

Over the next couple of months, I really want to work hard as I still feel I’ve got more to give. I want to better myself by working harder for what I want in life and I will work hard for what I want in future by not leaving things to late. As a wise man once said to me; “tomorrow is always too late”.
