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introduction 

This proposal will be exploring the three key words, reportage, music, and culture and how they are connected. Reportage is a method for capturing the essence of music culture today and its progression through contemporary society. I will examine the roots of music and its effectiveness on the human body through artists that have explored this topic visually. I will furthermore consider the role of reportage on capturing these movements and how it can convey the depths of music and culture. I will be considering the work of Jonny Hannah, Lyndon Hayes, Joe Munro, and David stone Martin to provide a contextual framework to write from. This proposal will also represent how these three words have been represented in the illustration community. Through these three key words I hope to compile a question for my future independent project. (114 words)


Music 
The meaning of music is quite multifaceted and is described as an artistic form of expression, that would be composed through “a pattern of sounds made by musical instruments, voices or computers, or a combination of these, intended to give pleasure to people listening to it” (Cambridge Dictionary, 2024). This form of expression is well versed due to its many categories of genres and style and even its richness in society’s history. This would also infer that music can be diverse due not only to its distinct sound but it’s vital role in shaping individuals’ identities. At its core, it creates an emotional understanding with each individual reflecting new thoughts and feelings, creating a transformative experience. The music genre chosen often sets the tone within any environment, as “music does not only communicate explicit feelings to, or arouse feelings in, in a subject, but rather, feelings approach a listener in music as external powers that grip the body” (Griffero and Tedeschini, 2019, p.295). Music creates an atmospheric approach within the body as it acts as an external force that can physically affect the listeners through targeting their sense and emotions.       
[image: Lionel Hampton Quartet]
Fig 1 The Lionell Hampton Quartet, No. II" Fine Art Print by David Stone Martin (1952)

An example of an illustrator who captures music visually would be David Stone Martin, who is known for creating jazz albums in the 1950s. Martin’s work captures the movements of these musicians within line drawings, creating an atmosphere using his distinct style. Martin’s work would allow the viewer to grasp the visual representation of the music, as the illustration itself has fluid movements, reflecting the improvisational spirit of jazz (see fig. 1). Within his illustrations Martin has captured the true representation of the genre of Jazz. “Body motions of musicians can have an influence on music perception “(Nusseck and Wanderley, 2009).  Martin uses simple line drawings of fists (see figure 1) continually drawn over each other forming an arch which in effect demonstrates the body motion of the musician; the viewer can feel the movement through the image and can generate an understanding and perception of the music being played.  The illustrations are symbolic of movement and rhythmic interpretation, and these generate emotional expression and reaction from the viewer. Furthermore, the hand (see Fig 1) has been repeatedly drawn, representing each movement of the hand. The different line thickness between the middle hand and the others is a brilliant representation of just how quickly and passionately the hand is moving. The pallet used in this illustration are two strong and bold colours; orange and black. This creates a striking and passionate piece that resonates with the genre of jazz. As the use of orange is described as a lively colour because “we associate orange with high energy and with a vibrant social environment” (Smith, 2020) this suggests movement, excitement, and warmth which corelates metaphorically of a jazz event setting. 
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Fig 2 Northumberland Folk Jonny Hannah (no date)
Jonny Hannah is a contemporary Illustrator known for being inspired by music and French films. Figure 2 is an illustration based on Northumberland folk, representing the lyrics of the song. Hannah reflects a deep appreciation for the transformative power of music and its ability to evoke emotion, tell stories, and capture the essence of a particular time or place. The illustrator would also frequently incorporate musical instruments, notes, and symbols into his illustrations, using them to convey rhythm, melody, and mood. This illustration has lyrics written in different sizes, which, can indicate that some lyrics from the folk song can have greater meaning to the artist or to the viewer. This can further represent the lyrics that are larger have more influence on the page with being loud and bold whilst the smaller lyrics can be seen as quiet and timid, allowing the viewer to perceive the flow of the lyrics. Hannah has created the lyrics to become almost disorganised and randomly placed on this wooden canvas, this purposely create motion of speech for the viewer to capture a sense of flow and freedom from the lyrics. This would demonstrate also, the boots that are placed on the canvas suggest Hannah himself stepping into the song, feeling the rhythm and the volume of the lyrics, giving the viewer a personal experience that the artist had felt. Furthermore, the metaphor of the shoes and the dysfunctional placed lyrics can indicate the sound of the shoes tapping to the beat, additionally the font becoming larger and smaller throughout the piece indicates the tapping becoming louder and quieter as the song progresses. The colour palette used is white, black, and red, red being the most bold and predominant colour on the canvas, it highlights the key focus of the piece that is the boots as the lyrics that are red mention the word boots.  The colour red can be seen as a “physical simulant” (Smith, 2020) this shows that Hannah used this particulate colour as its seen as energetic, such as the piece itself, with the gesture of vigorous lyrics and the dancing boots. 



Reportage


Reportage can be an artistic practise providing information on a topic at hand, relaying depth on recent events such as “the activity of, or style of, reporting events in newspapers or broadcasting them on television or radio” (Cambridge, 2024). Reportage is more than depicting the event current, it conveys mood, the emotions, and the deeper meaning of the story through imagery. The illustrator at hand would have to immerse themselves to provide guidance for the viewer as it’s a form of visual journalism, that refers how the artist would communicates through their use of colour, texture, and even juxtaposition, that can further relay on the use of marks and lines to create their work.  In addition to this “Global news media has become continuously accessible, and this is providing diverse opportunities for artists and illustrators to work as visual journalists” (Embury and Minichello, 2018, p.129). This further shows a huge shift for the illustrative community by contributing their unique perspective on visual journalism, by having access to worldly media at their fingertips. The art form itself can capture more than what surrounds them as it can also provide an accurate and insightful current themes or events.  

[image: A drawing of a city

Description automatically generated]

Fig 3 Time Square drawing Jedidiah Dore (2018)

 			
 Jedidiah Dore is a great example of a reportage illustrator see in Fig 3, as he had captured a moment of Time Square, using bold black outlines and pops of colour to create a sense of life within the drawing. Dore approach to reportage is purely observational and immersive, capturing the chaotic moments of the city by using materials such as pen and ink. This material allows Dore to draw freely and to create bold pronounced lines with contrast of thin lines creating and added boldness to the Image. Furthermore, using black to outline the landscape then adding the contrast of vibrant colours, allows the viewer to feel warmth and the spirited city atmosphere.  As using vibrant colours creates a dynamic contrast through the piece, drawing attention to focal points for the viewer to feel even more immersed. Creating art on location allows Dore to fully share the captivity of flow and motion of the urban setting as “reportage artist becomes even more enhanced, since the act of drawing reflects the ways, we see and apprehend the environment around us “(Xinyuan Tan 2022). From this Dore had not only surrounded himself with the city but has also captured the mood of the city, allowing the viewer to feel the culture, the flow, navigating the visual landscape of Time Square.  
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Fig 4 Live Music and Dance Joe Munro (no date)


Through their innovative approach of reportage, joe Munro practises through layered aesthetics capturing the true essence of movement throughout the illustrator’s work. Fig 4 is a great example of ‘layered aesthetics’ as it represents a pianist and its movement of the body being repeatedly drawn. From this illustration it could be perceived as quite simplistic as the artist has only used the material ink as its primary theme. The grey scale palette that is used can be perceived as timeless as the colour black represents “darkness, night, and despair” (Smith, 2020). This illustration represents a scene of a classical performance and using the colour black can indicate the mood of the setting which could metaphorically be described vigorous and bold. In addition to this the colour black is described as ‘darkness’ and ‘night-time’ and from the setting that Munro has captured they would often take place at night. Munro has represented a true body of movement from this illustration due to having a detailed drawing of the pianist in the centre, but then having soft motion outlines of the pianist surrounding, captivating a wandering gesture of rhythm for the viewer to follow.  Furthermore, Munro has captured “a world created new in marks and lines which like our world, shifts and moves” (Netter, 2020). This represents the gestures that Munro has created by using soft strokes of movement and the stillness of the pianist in the centre, and by doing so it shows how the world shifts and moves due to how it can be quick or relaxed and even form a new shape capturing the true essence of that atmosphere. 

Culture
The definition of culture can be defined as  “the way of life, especially the general customs and beliefs, of a particular group of people at a particular time: the attitudes, behaviour, opinions, etc. of a particular group of people within society:”( Cambridge, 2024) Culture also has many definitions and has influence on  religion, ethnicity, environment, country and also education, which would infer the richness of culture in shaping individuals and collective identity’s. The reason of that I am inspecting culture would be that culture has a great impact on art and music due to its broad significant in everyday society, as it expresses a wide range of genres due to its deep rootedness throughout history and how society evolved over time. From this “culture designates the expressive aspects of human existence” (Griswold, 2013, pg. 3) meaning that culture creates a sense of identity for society to correlate to as it gives a feeling of belongingness and vale to connect with. 

Due to how broad culture can be I would like to focus on the two key themes and their background of culture for my third-year practise, as the complexities of music, reportage and culture has a diverse experience for today’s society and its multicultural identities and heritage. From this my focus on a particular music genre would be jazz as it a deep routed history in many cultures as “jazz is an active agent, a powerful force whose ecstasies whether subtly insinuated or supplied in lightening illumination, altered personality and society” (Salamon, 2009, p.g 1). This further, represents jazz historical impact as it had shaped individuals through the years due to its significands for its social commentary and its political activism. This is because of its powerful force and creating e sense of experimentation and openness to ideas within the culture that it originated from, as it had been created through the harshness of facing inequality and issues with civil rights. The genre of jazz would often correlate to the experience of life and capturing poetry and vivid rhythms and energy creating a spirited effect through the genre. In addition to this reportage would be a great example to exemplify this genre of music, as jazz is quite energetic, and reportage would be able to capture this with quick lines and bold textural colours creating that sense of flow and how the atmosphere would correlate with this form of art. Reportage art can also inspire musical compositions, creating inspiration for composers and musicians that could also create a  visual narratives depicting social issues, historical events, or cultural traditions can spark creative responses in the form of musical compositions that seek to explore similar themes or evoke similar emotions. Music in general, can evoke emotions, set moods, and convey culture that enriches the viewer's understanding and interpretation of the artwork.
 

synthesis 
The research that I have conducted into these three key words has led to me to be inspired the direction that I would take for my writing for my third-year independent project. Through looking into reportage, music and culture and the link between the three subjects, it has helped me to understand the general meaning and has helped me to protentional boundaries to be explored further. Through research I have found that the illustrations which are surrounded by the topic of music have a sense of flow and freedom, which would be explored further in my own practise as music would often need to be represented with that style to immerse the viewer further. The key word reportage distinguished itself as it has a broad topic range but would be linked to humanity and its social aspects and its significant to society due to its photojournalism capturing the true essence of the moment. This would further show the greater range of points if views that and approaches that can be presented as illustrators who practise this form are experiencing more than the imagery but also the emotion, the mood, and the movement.  The cultural aspect of this report is severely lacking with information and would like to be explored further due to its broadness of the topic and the research that correlates and links to my third-year practise. However, would like to distribute the importance of culture today and find the richness in how jazz culture had had a great impact. 
My proposal practise I would like to represent a large piece that is layered with different panels as an exhibition piece/ poster that would have the experience of multiple live musical events in a reportage style. using different traditional materials. I would like to represent the importance of music I todays society and display the culture of humans and how they would react in certain mood cetins.
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