	My name is James, I’m 25, and here is my reflexive account on why I have come not only to university but also this campus specifically.

I grew up in England but moved to France at a very young age with my family, I went straight into school with no knowledge of the language, thus I struggled for the first few years of schooling, After I entered troisieme (aged 11) I started to improve at school, Unfortunately by the time I passed my Brevet (aged 14) my school did not believe I could continue in general education and heavily implied I should start an apprenticeship. For me this was devastation as I truly wanted to follow my sister’s path and head to higher education. My mother is a baker and caterer and as I grew up making delicious foods with her, I got an apprenticeship with a local Patissier. However, after 2 years of being a baker al my enthusiasm for the art had left me and I quit just before I were to pass my exams. I attempted to get back into general education but had no luck, after a few years of doing nothing, I finally found a small restaurant that just opened and were looking for staff. I enjoyed working that one summer there that I asked to get an apprenticeship with them so I could work all year round, the owner was more than happy to take that offer. After a year working there, I was given the opportunity to run the front of house and all those entrails. Last year the owner and chef sold the restaurant for personal reasons and returned to her home country, I did not have the funds to buy the business and have thus decided I would follow my younger self’s dream and attempt to get into university. 

As a child I adored reading, and some of my favourite bedtime stories were the Horrible History books, I believe this led to a profound love of history. The few history lessons I got in school were entirely focused on the World Wars with only a single lesson on the Roman Empire, this led me to do a lot of self-studies about these fascinating civilizations and cultures. Over the course of many years, I have come to love the period of ancient history and their myths and legends over that of more modern times.

I have come to the Lampeter campus not only because it has a great student satisfaction score but also because it has the course I want to study, that being ancient history. As an addition the idea of living in Wales was quite pleasing to me, and after growing up in the rural French countryside I did not want to move to a larger town or city so the smaller village of Lampeter was perfect for me. One of Lampeter’s selling points of the smaller classes was also of great interest to me. I am of course expecting that I will be able to learn far more than I ever could by simply self-studying. The ability to meet like minded people that also have a passion for history is something I am looking forward to.

To conclude then, after growing up in rural France and having to cut my studies short. I have returned to my home country to finally study a subject that I love.
